Stats, government, markets: Fed 
Panics: Signature Bank Closed By 
Regulators; Fed, TSY, FDIC 
Announce Another Banking System 
Bailout 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 09:45 PM 


6:20pm ET Update: Panic is finally here. 


The Fed also said that it is prepared to address any liquidity pressures that may 
arise, which in turn has just unveiled the first bailout acronym of the new crisis: 
the Bank Term Funding Program, or BTFP. Some more details: 


The financing will be made available through the creation of a new 
Bank Term Funding Program (BTFP), offering loans of up to one year in 
length to banks, savings associations, credit unions, and other eligible 
depository institutions pledging U.S. Treasuries, agency debt and 
mortgage-backed securities, and other qualifying assets as 

collateral. These assets will be valued at par. The BTFP will be an 
additional source of liquidity against high-quality securities, 
eliminating an institution’s need to quickly sell those securities in 
times of stress. 


The Fed explains that the Department of the Treasury will make available "up 
to $25 billion from the Exchange Stabilization Fund as a backstop for 
the BTFP." And while the Federal Reserve - which was completely clueless 
about this banking crisis until Thursday - does not anticipate that it will be 


necessary to draw on these backstop funds, we anticipate that the final number 
of needed backstop liquidity be somewhere north of $2 trillion. 


What is more notable is that the BTFP - or Buy The Fucking Pivot - facility, will 
pledge collateral at par, not at market value, thus giving banks credit 
for all those hundreds of billions in unrealized net losses, and allowing 
banks to "unlock liquidity" based on losses which the Fed and TSY now 
backstop! 


Additionally, the trio announced that all depositors at Silicon Valley Bank will 
be bailed out, as will the depositors of New York's Signature Bank, which has 
just failed as well, and whose depositors will be made whole after invoking a 
"systemic risk exception" 


After receiving a recommendation from the boards of the FDIC and the Federal 
Reserve, and consulting with the President, Secretary Yellen approved actions 
enabling the FDIC to complete its resolution of Silicon Valley Bank, Santa Clara, 
California, in a manner that fully protects all depositors. Depositors will have 
access to all of their money starting Monday, March 13. No losses associated 
with the resolution of Silicon Valley Bank will be borne by the taxpayer. 


We are also announcing a similar systemic risk exception for Signature Bank, 
New York, New York, which was closed today by its state chartering authority. 
All depositors of this institution will be made whole. As with the resolution of 
Silicon Valley Bank, no losses will be borne by the taxpayer. 


While depositors are safe, creditors and equity holders are not: 


Shareholders and certain unsecured debtholders will not be protected. Senior 
management has also been removed. Any losses to the Deposit Insurance Fund 
to support uninsured depositors will be recovered by a special assessment on 
banks, as required by law. 


Finally, the Federal Reserve Board on Sunday announced it will make available 
additional funding to eligible depository institutions to help assure banks have 
the ability to meet the needs of all their depositors. 


The conclusion: 


The U.S. banking system remains resilient and on a solid foundation, in large 
part due to reforms that were made after the financial crisis that ensured better 
safeguards for the banking industry. Those reforms combined with today’s 


actions demonstrate our commitment to take the necessary steps to ensure that 
depositors’ savings remain safe. 


Translation: the Fed's hiking cycle is dead and buried, and here comes the next 
round of massive liquidity injections. It also means that the Fed, Treasury and 
FDIC have just experienced the most devastating humiliation in recent history - 
just 4 days ago Powell was telling Congress he could hike 50bps and here we 
are now using taxpayer funds to bail out banks that have collapsed 
because they couldn't even handle 4.75% and somehow the Fed has no 
idea! 


To summarize: 


e Signature Bank has been closed 

e All depositors of Silicon Valley Bank and Signature Bank will be fully 
protected 

e Shareholders and certain unsecured debtholders will not be protected 

e New Fed 13(3) facility announced with $25 billion from ESF to backstop 
bank deposits 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/svb- 
latest-developments-live-blog-fdic- 
auction-failed-svb-assets-underway 


Stats, government: These Are The 
15 Largest US Cities By GDP 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 08:45 PM 

The United States has the largest GDP in the world in nominal terms, and urban 
areas are a major contributor to the country’s economic might. In fact, 
metropolitan areas account for roughly 90% of U.S. economic output. 
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Stats: Pope Francis Bashes Gender 
Ideology, Calls It "Dangerous" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Pope Francis told journalist Elisabetta Pique of the Argentine newspaper La 
Nacion, "Gender ideology, today, is one of the most dangerous 
ideological colonization" and argued its 'woke' proponents are "naive" if they 
"believe that it is the path of progress." 


"Gender ideology, at this time, is one of the most dangerous ideological 
colonizations. It goes beyond the sexual. Why is it dangerous? Because 

it dilutes differences, and the richness of men and women and of all humanity 
is the tension of differences," Francis said in the March 10 interview. 


Despite being celebrated as a progressive religious figure, Francis has 
consistently adhered to orthodox teachings regarding celibacy and sexuality. He 
has attributed the global push for transgenderism to people who "do not 
distinguish what is respect for sexual diversity or diverse sexual preferences 
from what is already an anthropology of gender, which is extremely 
dangerous because it eliminates differences, and that erases humanity, 
the richness of humanity, both personal, cultural, and social, the diversities and 
the tensions between differences." 
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Francis reiterated his opposition over the last ten years. In 2016, he said: 


"Today children — children — are taught in school that everyone can choose his 
or her sex. Why are they teaching this? Because the books are provided by the 
people and institutions that give you money. These forms of ideological 
colonization are also supported by influential countries. And this is terrible!" 


Censorship, government: UK 
Disinformation Unit Monitored 
Headmaster Who Questioned 
COVID-19 Vaccines For Children 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAR 12, 2023 - 08:00 AM 


Authored by Owen Evans via The Epoch Times, 


A headmaster who questioned the effects of lockdown and masking on children, 
as well as the MRNA vaccine rollout, was reported to the UK’s terror watchdog 
and had his social media posts monitored by government disinformation units. 


In January, Westminster confirmed that it had monitored lockdown 
critics including Conservative MPs and journalists on social media 
platforms via its disinformation units, after documents were obtained 
by the civil liberties group Big Brother Watch. 


Headmaster Mike Fairclough, who has 20 years’ experience in running the state- 
funded West Rise Junior School for 7- to 11-year-olds in Eastbourne on the south 
coast, told The Epoch Times that he also had been monitored. 


Fairclough was one of the very few voices in education, and the only serving 
headmaster, to express concerns over the effects of the response to the 
pandemic on children and the resultant mental health problems. 


“My personal belief is that the risks from these vaccines outweigh any 
possible benefits for a child,” Fairclough told The Epoch Times. 


“I have conveyed my opinion using my social media channels, generally by 
reposting and quoting mainstream media articles which have supported my 
stance,” he added. 


Fairclough said that colleagues within the education sector have remained 
“publicly silent” on the subject of the vaccines for children and that “there is still 
an air of fear and caution around even mildly sceptical conversations about it.” 


Sta ts: 99% of online political contributions made by Twitter employees in 


2021 went to Dems, according to Federal Election Commission data. 


War, china, middle east: China Blasts 
America's "Illegal" Occupation Of 
Syria In Wake Of Failed House Vote 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 02:00 PM 


China has weighed in on the Pentagon's continued occupation of Syria in the 
wake of Wednesday's Republican-sponsored War Powers Resolution in the 
House, which according to Congressman Matt Gaetz was aimed specifically at 
forcing President Biden to withdraw all American troops from Syria. 


In a Friday press briefing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning was 
asked for a response to the vote. She demanded that the US "immediately 
end the troops’ illegal occupation and plundering" and to halt the 
sanctions regimen which is crushing the Syrian economy and thus increasing the 
misery of common people. 


Stats, government, censorship: 
City Of Newark Humiliated In 
‘Sister City’ Scam 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 08:00 PM 

The city of Newark, New Jersey fell victim to a humiliating scam in 
which its mayor signed a "sister city" agreement with a nonexistent 
Hindu nation called "The United States of Kailasa." 


Newark city 
officials celebrate the signing of their international agreement with the 
nonexistent "United States of Kailasa" (Photo: United States of Kailasa) 
Kailasa exists only as an elaborate website created by a fugitive who's 
been on the lam from Indian authorities since 2019 after being charged 
with rape, reports CBS New York. However, in a January 12 ceremony, Mayor 
Ras Baraka signed a cultural and trade deal with the contrived country. 


Vaccine, war, china: Entire US 
Congress Votes To Declassify 
COVID-19 Origins Intel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 06:00 PM 

100% of lawmakers in the House on Friday voted to pass a bill requiring the 
Biden administration to declassify intelligence related to investigations 
into the Wuhan Institute of Virology in China and Covid-19. 
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WUHAN INSTITUTE OF VIROLOGY 


The Covid Origins Act of 2023, sponsored by Sens. Josh Hawley (R-MO) and Mike 
Braun (R-IN), passed by a vote of 410 to 0, after clearing the Senate 
by unanimous consent last week. 


"Covid-19 pandemic wreaked havoc across the country with almost 
every household feeling its effects. The United States death toll from this 
virus has surpassed one million people. Although concrete data is hard to lock 
down, millions of people are suffering from the long-term effects directly 
attributed to this virus. It is becoming increasingly clear that school-aged 
children face hurdles because of long-term school closures. The American 
people need to know all the aspects, including how this virus was 
created and specifically, whether it was a natural occurrence of the 


result of a lab-related event," said House Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Mike Turner (R-OH) in a floor speech. 


Next stop, President Biden's desk. 


And while Biden has officially said he hasn't "made that decision yet" over 
whether to sign it into law and release the intelligence, we can't imagine he 
won't, lest he defy the entirety of Congress. 


Journal, vaccine, war: When 
Censorship Fails: Two Thirds Of US 
Adults Think COVID Likely Started 
In A Lab 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 04:00 PM 

Tomorrow marks the third anniversary of the World Health 
Organization declaring Covid-19 a pandemic. 


As Statista's Anna Fleck notes, three years on and much has changed, including 
Opinions on how the virus started, with one origin theory having taken 
particular hold in the United States. 


According to the latest survey carried out by The Economist and YouGov, a 
majority of U.S. adults now think that Covid originated in a laboratory 
in China, whether intentionally or as a chance mutation. 


Two Thirds of U.S. Adults Think 
Covid Likely Started in a Lab 


U.S. adults’ opinion on the theory that Covid-19 originated 
from a laboratory in China (in percent) 
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1,498 U.S. adults surveyed Mar. 4-7, 2023 
Source: The Economist/YouGov 
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You will find more infographics at Statista 


As Statista's chart shows, 66 percent of U.S. respondents thought this 
theory was either probably or definitely true. 


China has responded to the lab leak report by saying that the U.S. is 
politicizing the debate. 


(more playing into the anti-vax 
narrative. We’ve been seeing that 
a lot lately.. 


Why now, all of a sudden..?) 


(More playing into the anti-vax 
narrative.) 


“Dear Conservatives, | Apologize..." 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 05:30 PM 


Authored by Dr. Naomi Wolf via 'Outspoken' Substack, 


My "Team" was Taken in By Full-Spectrum 
Propaganda... 


There is no way to avoid this moment. The formal letter of apology. From me. To 
Conservatives and to those who “put America first” everywhere. 


It’s tempting to sweep this confrontation with my own gullibility under the rug — 
to “move on” without ever acknowledging that | was duped, and that as a result 
| made mistakes in judgement, and that these mistakes, multiplied by the tens 
of thousands and millions on the part of people just like me, hurt millions of 
other people like you all, in existential ways. 


But that erasure of personal and public history would be wrong. 
| owe you a full-throated apology. 


| believed a farrago of lies. And, as a result of these lies, and my 
credulity — and the credulity of people similarly situated to me - many 
conservatives’ reputations are being tarnished, on false bases. 


The proximate cause of this letter of apology is the airing, two nights ago, of 
excepts from tens of thousands of hours of security camera footage from the 
United States Capitol taken on Jan 6, 2021. The footage was released by House 


Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) to Fox News commentator Tucker Carlson 


[httos://www.axios.com/2023/03/08/mccarthy-defends-jan-6-footage-tucker-...]. 


While “fact-checkers” state that it is “misinformation” to claim that 
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi was in charge of Capitol Police on that day 
[https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/07/27/fact-check-nancy- 
pelosi-isnt-in-charge-capitol-police/8082088002/], the fact is that the USCP is 
under the oversight of Congress, according to — the United States Capitol 


Police: [https://www.uscp.gov/the-department/oversight]. 


This would be the same Congress that convened the January 6 Committee 
subsequently, and that used millions of dollars in taxpayer money to turn that 
horrible day, and that tragic event, into a message point that would be used to 
tar a former President as a would-be terrorist, and to smear all Republicans, by 
association, as “insurrectionists,” or as insurrectionists’ sympathizers and 
fellow-travelers. 


There is no way to unsee Officer Brian Sicknick, claimed by some 
Democrats in leadership and by most of the legacy media to have been 
killed by rioters at the Capitol that day, alive in at least one section of 
the newly released video. The USCP medical examiner states that this 
Officer died of “natural causes,” but also that he died “in the line of 
duty.” Whatever the truth of this confusing conclusion, and with all 
respect for and condolences to Officer Sicknick’s family, the 
circumstances of his death do matter to the public, as without his 
death having been caused by the events of Jan 6, the breach of the 
capitol, serious though it was, cannot be described as a “deadly 
insurrection.” [https://www.uscp.gov/media-center/press-releases/medical- 
examiner-finds-uscp-officer-brian-sicknick-died-natural-causes] Sadly, though 
the contrary was what was reported, Officer Sicknick died two days after Jan 6, 
from suffering two strokes. https://lawandcrime.com/u-s-capitol-siege/capitol- 
police-officer-brian-sicknick-died-of-natural-causes-after-suffering-two-strokes- 
day-after-jan-6-report/ 


There is no way for anyone thoughtful, even if he or she is a lifelong Democrat, 
not to notice that Sen Chuck Schumer did not say to the world that the 
footage that Mr Carlson aired was not real. Rather, he warned that it was 
“shameful” for Fox to allow us to see it. The Guardian characterized Mr Carlson’s 
and Fox News’ sin, weirdly, as “Over-Use” of Jan 6 footage. Isn't the press 
supposed to want full transparency for all public interest events? 
[https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2023/mar/07/biden-medicare-taxes- 


desantis-trump-2024-live-updates] How can you “over-use” real footage of 
events of national relevance? 


Sen Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate minority leader, did not say the 
video on Fox News was fake or doctored. He said, rather, that it was “a 
mistake” to depart from the views of the events held by the chief of the Capitol 
Police. This is a statement from McConnell about orthodoxy — not a statement 
about a specific truth or untruth. 
[https://www.c-span.org/video/?c5060662/senator-mcconnell-calls-tucker- 
carlsons-depiction-january-6-attack-mistake] 


| don’t agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the videos as depicting “mostly 
peaceful chaos.” [https://thehill.com/homenews/media/3887103-tucker-carlson- 
shows-the-first-of-his-jan-6-footage-calls-it-mostly-peaceful-chaos/] | do think it 
is a mistake to downplay how serious it is when a legislative institution suffers a 
security breach of any kind, however that came to be. 


But you don’t have to agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the 
videos, to believe, as I do, that he engaged in valuable journalism 
simply by airing the footage that was given to him. 


And remember, by law that footage belongs to us — it is a public record, and all 
public records literally belong to the American people. “In a democracy, records 
belong to the people,” explains the National Archives. 


[https://www.archives.gov/publications/general-info-leaflets/1-about- 


archives.html] 


You don’t have to agree with Carlson’s interpretation of the videos, to notice the 
latest hypocrisy by the Left. My acquaintance and personal hero Daniel Ellsberg 
was rightly lionized by the Left for having illegally leaked the Pentagon 

Papers. The New York Times was rightly applauded for having run this leaked 
material in 1971. [https:/Awww.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1435/daniel- 
ellsberg]. 


I do not see how Mr Carlson’s airing of video material of national 
significance that the current government would prefer to keep hidden, 
or Fox News’ support for its disclosure to the public, is any different 
from that famous case of disclosure of inside information of public 
importance. 


You don’t have to agree with Mr Carlson’s interpretation of the videos, to 
conclude that the Democrats in leadership, for their own part, have cherry- 
picked, hyped, spun, and in some ways appear to have lied about, aspects of 


January 6, turning a tragedy for the nation into a politicized talking point aimed 
at discrediting half of our electorate. 


From the start, there have been things about the dominant, 
Democrats’ and legacy media’s, narrative of Jan 6, that seemed off, or 
contradictory, to me. (That does not mean | agree with the interpretation of 
these events in general on the right. Bear with me). 


There is no way to un-hear the interview that Mr Carlson did with former Capitol 
police office Tarik Johnson, who said that he received no guidance when he 
called his superiors, terrified, as the Capitol was breached, to ask for direction. 


police-officer-ignored-by-jan-6-panel-amid-footage-release] 


That situation is anomalous. 


There is a/ways a security chain of command in the Capitol, at the Rayburn 
Building, at the White House of course, and so on, which is part of a rock-solid 


“security plan.” [https://Awww.dhs.gov/news/2014/09/30/written-testimony-usss- 


director-hou...]. 


There are usually, indeed, multiple snipers standing on the steps of the Capitol, 
facing outward. | made note of this when | was researching and writing The End 
of America. There is never improvisation, or any confusion in security practices 
or in what is expected of “the security plan”, involving “principals” such as 
Members of Congress, or staff at the White House. | know this as a former 
political consultant and former White House spouse. 


The reason for a tightly scripted chain of command and an absolutely ironclad 
security plan in these buildings, is so that security crises such as the events of 
Jan 6 can never happen. 


The fact that so much confusion in security practice took place on Jan 6, is hard 
to understand. 


There is no way to not see that among the violent and terrifying scenes of that 
day, as revealed by Mr Carlson, there were also scenes of officers with the 
United States Capitol Police accompanying one protester who would become 
iconic, the “Q-Anon Shaman”, Jacob Chansley - and escorting him peaceably 
through the hallways of our nation’s legislative center. 
[https://www.foxnews.com/media/former-lawyer-qanon-shaman-says-jan-6- 


footage-wasnt-shown-client-calls-prison-sentence-tragedy ]. 


| was oddly unsurprised to see the “Q-Anon Shaman” being ushered through the 
hallways by Capitol Police; he was ready for the cameras in full makeup, horned 


fur hat, his tattooed chest bare (on a freezing day), and adorned in other highly 
cinematic regalia. | don’t know what Mr Chansley thought he was doing there 
that day, but so many subsequent legacy media images of the event put him so 
dramatically front and center — and the barbaric nature of his appearance was 
so illustrative of exact/y the message that Democrats in leadership wished to 
send about the event — that | am not surprised to see that his path to the 
center of events was not blocked but was apparently facilitated by Capitol 
Police. 


A point | have made over and over since 9/11 is that many events in 
history are both real and hyped. Many actors in historic events have 
their agendas, but are a/so at times used by other people with their 
own agendas, in ways of which the former are unaware. Terrorists and 
terrorism in the Bush era are one example. This issue was both real 
and hyped. 


“Patriots” or “insurgents” (depending on who you are) entering the Capitol can 
be part of a real event that is a/so exploited or manipulated by others. We don’t 
know yet if this is the case in relation to the events of Jan 6, or to what extent it 
may be the case. That is where a rea/ investigation must come in. 


But as someone who has studied history, and the theatrics of history, for 
decades, | was not at all surprised to see, on Mr Carlson’s security camera 
footage, the person who was to become the most memorable ‘face’ of the 
‘insurrection’ (or the riot, or the Capitol breach) — escorted to the beating heart 
of the action, where his image could be memorialized by a battery of cameras 
forever. 


There are other aspects of the Jan 6 breach that seemed anomalous to 
me from the start. 


| study the relationship in history of buildings such as The White House and the 
Capitol, to the US public; | follow the way in which the public is either welcomed 
into or barred from these structures. 


The White House itself and the Capitol steps have often been open to 
US citizens. They are public buildings. 


Indeed, inaugurations have been open public events in which the US citizenry 
simply entered the building for the celebration; this tradition lasted from 
President Jefferson’s inauguration in 1801, to 1885. 


Things got very chaotic indeed in 1829. “On March 4, 1829, Andrew 
Jackson upholds an inaugural tradition begun by Thomas Jefferson and hosts an 
open house at the White House. 


After Jackson’s swearing-in ceremony and address to Congress, the new 
president returned to the White House to meet and greet a flock of politicians, 
celebrities and citizens. Very shortly, the crowd swelled to more than 20,000, 
turning the usually dignified White House into a boisterous mob scene. Some 
guests stood on furniture in muddy shoes while others rummaged through 
rooms looking for the president-breaking dishes, crystal and grinding food into 
the carpet along the way. [...] 


The White House open-house tradition continued until several assassination 
attempts heightened security concerns. The trend ended in 1885 when Grover 
Cleveland opted instead to host a parade, which he viewed in safety from a 
grandstand set up in front of the White House.” [https://www.history.com/this- 
day-in-history/jackson-holds-open-house-at-the-white-house]. 


And inaugurations were not the only occasions in which US citizens approached 
their public buildings in Washington. 


The Bonus Army, which massed in the summer of 1932, during the 
Depression, to claim the financial “bonus” promised to veterans who 
had served in World War I, is an example of citizens assembling 
peaceably at the Capitol. When | was an undergraduate, we were taught that 
the Bonus Army sat on the steps of the Capitol and lobbied the legislators who 
were entering and leaving the building. | remember from my history textbook, 
images of crowds seated on the Capitol steps in 1932. 


j 


“[M]ore than 25,000 veterans and their families traveled to 
Washington, DC, to petition Congress and President Herbert Hoover to 
award them their bonus immediately. Fortunately for the marchers, Pelham 
Glassford, the local police chief and a veteran of the war himself, made 
accommodations for this influx, including the creation of an enormous camp in 
the Anacostia Flats [...]. Glassford understood that Americans had an inherent 
right to assemble in Washington and petition the government for the “redress of 
grievances” without fear of punishment or reprisals. [...] 


On June 15, the House of Representatives passed the new bonus bill by a vote of 
211 to 176. Two days later, some 8,000 veterans massed in front of the Capitol 
as the Senate prepared to vote, while another 10,000 assembled before the 
raised Anacostia drawbridge. The police were anticipating trouble because of 
the large crowds. The Senate debate continued until after dark. [...] 


When it appeared that the bonus would not be paid, many of the marchers 
refused to leave, and President Hoover ordered the Army to evict them. Using 
tear gas, tanks, and a troop of saber-wielding cavalry commanded by Major 
George S. Patton, U.S. Army chief of staff General Douglas MacArthur drove the 
marchers out of Washington and burned their main camp on the Anacostia 
Flats.” [https://billofrightsinstitute.org/essays/the-bonus-army ] 


I mention the massing of the Bonus Army on the Capitol steps in 1932, 
to note that the dominant narrative around Jan 6 today, often implies 
that it is an act of violence or of “insurrection” simply to march en 
masse peacefully to the Capitol. 


But we should be wary of allowing history to be rewritten so as to criminalize 
peaceful, Constitutionally-protected assembly at “The People’s House.” 


Massing peacefully at the Capitol and other public buildings, is part of our rights 
and inheritance as citizens, and this use of our First Amendment right to 
assemble has a long history. Indeed, the public has traditionally had the right 


peacefully to enter the Capitol — to obtain passes to events, to galley seats, and 
to witness the proceedings in other ways. 


The Capitol is not a sealed space exclusively for legislators, but it is one that is 
supposed to welcome the public in an orderly way. 
[https://history.house.gov/Collection/Search? 
Term=Search&Classifications=Historical+Artifacts 
%3A+Passes&CurrentPage=1&SortOrder=Title&ResultType=Grid&PreviousSear 
ch=Search%2CTitle]. We should not be encouraged to forget this. 


The violence of Jan 6 and its subsequent service as a talking point by 
the Democrats’ leadership, risks its use also to justify the closing off of 
our public buildings from US citizens altogether. 


This would be convenient for tyrants of any party. 


Leaving aside the release of the additional Jan 6 footage and how it may or may 
not change our view of US history —- | must say that | am sorry for believing the 
dominant legacy-media “narrative” pretty completely from the time it was rolled 
out, without asking questions. 


Those who violently entered the Capitol or who engaged in violence inside of it, 
must of course be held accountable. (As must violent protesters of every 
political stripe anywhere.) 


But in addition, anyone in leadership who misrepresented to the public the 
events of the day so as to distort the complexity of its actual history — must 
also be held accountable. 


Jan 6 has become, as the DNC intended it to become, after the fact, a “third 
rail”; a shorthand used to dismiss or criminalize an entire population and 
political point of view. 


Peaceful Republicans and conservatives as a whole have been 
demonized by the story told by Democrats in leadership of what 
happened that day. 


So half of the country has been tarred by association, and is now in many 
quarters presumed to consist of chaotic berserkers, anti-democratic rabble, and 
violent upstarts, whose sole goal is the murder of our democracy. 


Republicans, conservatives, | am sorry. 


| also believed wholesale so much else that has since turned out not to be as | 
was told it was by NPR, MSNBC and The New York Times. 


| believed that stories about Hunter Biden’s laptop were Russian propaganda. 
Dozens of former intel officials said so. Johns Hopkins University said so. 
[https://sais.jhu.edu/news-press/hunter-biden-story-russian-disinformation- 


dozens-former-intel-officials-say]. 


“Trump specifically cited a “laptop” that contained emails allegedly belonging to 
Hunter Biden”, said ‘CNN Fact-Check’, with plenty of double quote marks. 


[https://www.cnn.com/factsfirst/politics/factcheck_036fb62c-377f-4c68-8fa5- 
b98418e4bb9c] 


I believed this all — til it was debunked. 


| believed that President Trump’s campaign colluded with Russia — until that 


assertion was dropped. [https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/aba-news- 
archives/2019/03/mueller-concludes-investigation/] 


| believed that President Trump was a Russian asset, because the legacy media 
| read, said so [https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/29/trump-russia- 
asset-claims-former-kgb-spy-new-book]. 


| believed in the entire Steele dossier, until | didn’t, because it all fell apart. 


[https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-63305382]. 


Was there in fact an “infamous pee tape”? So many other bad things were being 
said about the man — why not? [https://www.businessinsider.com/christopher- 
steele-trump-pee-tape-probably-exists-2021-10] 


| believed that Pres Trump instigated the riot at the Capitol — because | did not 
know that his admonition to his supporters to assemble “peacefully and 
patriotically” had been deleted from all of the news coverage that | read. 
[https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-11/trump-team-hoping- 
peacefully-and-patriotically-will-be-shield] 


Because of lies such as these in legacy media — lies which I and 
millions of others believed — half of our nation’s electorate was 
smeared and delegitimized, and I myself was misled. 


It damages our nation when legacy media put words in the mouths of Presidents 
and former Presidents, and call them traitors or criminals without evidence. 


It damages our country when we cannot tell truth from lies. This is exactly what 
tyrants seek — an electorate that cannot know what is truth and what is 
falsehood. 


Through lies, half of the electorate was denied a fair run for its 
preferred candidate. 


| don’t like violence. | do believe our nation’s capitol must be treated as a sacred 
space. 


I don’t like President Trump (Do | not? Who knows? | have been lied to about 
him so much for so long, | can‘t tell whether my instinctive aversion is simply 
the habituated residue of years of being on the receiving end of lies). 


But I like the liars who are our current gatekeepers, even less. 


The gatekeepers who lie to the public about the most consequential events of 
our time — and who thus damage our nation, distort our history, and deprive 
half of our citizenry of their right to speak, champion and choose, without being 
tarred as would-be violent traitors - deserve our disgust. 


I am sorry the nation was damaged by so much untruth issued by those 
with whom I identified at the time. 


I am sorry my former “tribe” is angry at a journalist for engaging in —- 
journalism. 


I am sorry I believed so much nonsense. 
Though it is no doubt too little, too late — 
Conservatives, Republicans, MAGA: 

| am so sorry. 


x x * 


Outspoken with Dr Naomi Wolf is a reader-supported publication. To receive new 
posts and support her work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 


Stats, ai, tech, government: 
Secretive 'Wearable Camera' 


Startup With Ex-Apple Execs 
Secures $100 Million, Partners 
With OpenAl 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


WS] reports that a new investment round of $100 million has been secured by a 
secretive startup called Humane Inc., founded by ex-Apple executives, along 
with a partnership with OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT. Although the startup's 
device is shrouded in mystery, it seems to be developing a wearable camera 
powered by artificial intelligence. 


Censorship, government: Locked- 
Away In 'Conspiracy Theorist' 
Camps: The Orwellian Dystopia Of 
The "Censorship-Industrial- 
Complex" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 02:30 PM 


Authored by C/ Hopkins via ConsentFactory.org, 


“We learned Twitter, Facebook, Google, and other companies 
developed a formal system for taking in moderation ‘requests’ from 
every corner of government: the FBI, DHS, HHS, DOD, the Global 


Engagement Center at State, even the CIA. For every government 
agency scanning Twitter, there were perhaps 20 quasi-private entities 
doing the same, including Stanford’s Election Integrity Project, 
Newsguard, the Global Disinformation Index, and others, many 
taxpayer-funded.” 


(Matt Taibbi’s Statement to Congress) 


ogy Matt Taibbi © 
Smtaiood 
32. In one remarkable email, the Virality Project recommends that 


multiple platforms take action even against “stories of true vaccine side 
effects” and “true posts which could fuel hesitancy.” 


None of the leaders of this effort to police Covid speech had health 
expertise. 


. 
« The default: posts on your platform spreading clearly false spearing 
vaccine misinformation that we believe violate your policies 
+ Known repeat offenders 
+ False or misleading posts from the accounts of well-known repeat 
offenders, such as Robert F. Kennedy. jr or Sherri Tenpenny. This is a 
large volume of content that is almost always reportable 
» Ex: RFK posts that 4,000 vaccine adverse reactions were reported to 
COC in one week 


o Viral posts of individuals expressing vaccine hesitancy, or 
This content is not clearly mis or disinformation, 


vaccine side effects. 
but it may be malinformation (exa rated or misleading). Also 
included in this bucket are often tines Paai MeN Gana tied amen 
such as individual countries banning certain vaccines 
» Ex: News article and posts about a Central NY school district closing 
after many school staff sick with COVID-19 vaccine side effects 
Ex: conversation around recent celebrity deaths after vaccine. Often 
this content is unverifiable (cause of death is unclear), but spreads 
quickly and drives conversations about hesitancy more than non- 


> 


o 
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War, middle east: Saudis Want 
"Civilian Nuclear Program" In 
Exchange For Normalization With 
Israel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 09:10 AM 


Via The Cradle 


Saudi Arabia has asked the US for help with developing a "civilian nuclear 
program" and for fewer restrictions on arms purchases in exchange for 
normalizing ties with Israel, the New York Times reports. 


Normalization between Tel Aviv and Riyadh would fulfill several goals of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, chief among them "downgrading the relative 
importance of the Palestinian issue," analysts told the NYT. "I certainly believe 
that the peace agreement between us and the Saudis will lead to an 
agreement with the Palestinians," Netanyahu told Italian daily La 
Repubblica on 9 March. 


Stats, Germany: Women In Berlin 
Allowed To Go Topless At Public 
Pools 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 09:45 AM 

Women in Berlin, Germany will soon be able to whip off their tops at the 
city's public swimming pools following a policy change by local government 
in response to a woman's complaint that she was discriminated against. 


The women argued that females, like men, should be able to swim topless, 
according to a statement from the city's senate for justice, diversity and anti- 
discrimination. 


List Reveals US Cities With Most 
Ultra-High-Net Worth Homeowners 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAR 11, 2023 - 12:20 AM 

A new report by data firm Altrata revealed the top ten cities worldwide with the 
most homeowners worth at least $30 million, and six of them were located in 
the United States. At the very top of the list was New York City. 


The report found 21,714 individuals classified as ultra-high-net-worth (worth at 
least $30 million) owned a primary or secondary residence in the Northeast 
metro area. 


Stats: These Are The US Cities With 
The Most Homeless People 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Over half a million Americans are currently homeless. 


It now stands at 582,462 individuals with two thirds living in 
shelters. While the number of sheltered individuals in 2022 approached the 
2020 pre-pandemic level again, the increase in the nation's homeless 

is primarily due to a rise in the unsheltered homeless population. 


War, china: China Foresees End Of 
Ukraine War This Summer: Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 10:20 PM 

A fascinating new report in Nikkei Asia has unearthed and detailed the findings 
of an elite Chinese state-linked think tank which reports directly to the People's 
Liberation Army. Nikkei in the context of examining the timing and motives 
behind China's 12-point peace plan said that Chinese military experts 

are predicting the Russia-Ukraine war will end this summer. 


To review, the 12-point plan urged implementation of a ceasefire and the 
resumption of negotiations toward a permanent peaceful settlement, and was 
unveiled on the one-year Feb.24 anniversary of the war. But the Nikkei 

report asserts there's specific rationale driving Beijing: "The reason for 
China's sudden change can be traced back to a report issued two 
months earlier by a top think tank in Beijing." 


US Cattle Prices Hit Nine-Year High 
As National Herd Drops To Half- 
Century Low 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 09:00 PM 


If you've been to your local butcher or checked out the meat section ina 
Supermarket, you're aware that beef prices are still high, and in some instances, 
are continuing to rise. 


Readers have been well informed about "beeflation" and why it's happening: 


e Dwindling US Cattle Herd Implies Supermarket Beef Prices May Rise Even 
More 


e Hamburger Prices Might Continue To Rise As US Cattle Herd Shrinks 
e US Beef Herd Drops To Lowest Since 1962 As Global Food Crisis Intensifies 


"Worst Since Lehman": Banks 
Break The World Again 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 08:20 PM 


Last week we detailed BofA's Michael Hartnett's warning that "The Fed will 
tighten until something breaks". 


Well, something just broke... 


SVB's collapse - the second biggest US bank failure in history - 
dominated any reaction to this morning's mixed bag from the 

BLS (hotter than expected earnings growth, rising unemployment (especially for 
Latinos), better than expected payrolls gains). 


Things started off badly as SVB crashed 65% in the pre-market before being 
halted. SVB bonds were puking hard and when the FDIC headline hit, the bonds 
collapsed further... 


Journal, stats, government: US 
Special Ops Wants To Use 
Deepfakes To Conduct 'Propaganda 
And Deception' Campaigns (saw 
this one coming) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:40 PM 

US Special Operations Command (SOCOM) wants to use deepfake videos to 
conduct propaganda and deception campaigns online, according to federal 
contracting documents reviewed by The Intercept. 


Have We Reached "Peak Idiocracy" 
Yet? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:20 PM 


Authored by Michael Snyder via The End of The American Dream blog, 


We should all be absolutely horrified by what has happened to our 
society. Everywhere you look, people seem to be going completely and utterly 
nuts. Once upon a time, the crazy people were a very small segment of the 
population that could be easily ignored. But now the lunatics are literally 
running the asylum. If you doubt this, just look at our statehouses around the 
nation and the current crop of politicians that we have in Washington. Sadly, 
the truth is that the people that are representing us are a very accurate 
reflection of what we have become as a nation. We truly have become a 
raging “idiocracy”, and the rest of the world is literally laughing at us. 


Colin Kaepernick Accuses His Own 
White Adoptive Parents Of 
“Perpetuating Racism" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Authored by Eric Lendrum via American Greatness, 


Former NFL player Colin Kaepernick has released a new memoir, in which he 
insults the White couple that adopted him and raised him, accusing 
them of “problematic” behavior and “perpetuating racism.” 


Stats, government, inflation: 
Buffett, Buybacks, & Who Really 
Benefits 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 01:49 PM 


Authored by Lance Roberts via RealinvestmentAdvice.com, 


Stock Buybacks Do Help Keep The Market 
Afloat 
As John Authers pointed out: 


“For much of the last decade, companies buying their own shares have 
accounted for all net purchases. The total amount of stock bought back by 
companies since the 2008 crisis even exceeds the Federal Reserve’s spending 
on buying bonds over the same period as part of quantitative easing. Both 
pushed up asset prices.” 


In other words, between the Federal Reserve injecting massive liquidity into the 
financial markets and corporations buying back their shares, there have been 
no other real buyers in the market. 


“U.S. stocks have received support from a key source during 2023's shaky 
market environment: companies repurchasing their own shares. 


Stock buybacks by companies in the S&P 500 are projected to top $1 trillion in 
2023 for the first time in a calendar year, according to S&P Dow Jones Indices. 
Authorizations for repurchases are picking up pace: As of Feb. 17, they totaled 
more than $220 billion, a record for that point in the year, according to a 
Goldman Sachs analysis of S&P 500 and Russell 3000 companies.” - Jannah 


Miao, WS/ 


The chart below via Pavilion Global Markets shows the impact stock buybacks 
have had on the market over the last decade. The returns for the S&P 500 
breaks down as follows: 


e 6.1% from multiple expansions (21% at Peak), 
e 57.3% from earnings (31.4% at Peak), 

e 9.1% from dividends (7.1% at Peak), and 

e 27% from share buybacks (40.5% at Peak) 


27% of S&P 500 returns since 2011 are driven by Buybacks 
Decomposition of S&P 500 total returns 
f ge DO 


© PVE multiple (buyback adjusted) 

® Earnings per share (buyback adjusted) 

® Dividends 

© Buybacis 205 
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PGM Global (data via Bloomberg) 


Stats, censorship: Judge Overturns 
“Misgendering" Conviction For 
Street Preacher Reported To Terror 
Watchdog 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 12:25 PM 


Authored by Owen Evans via The Epoch Times, 


A judge has overturned the conviction of a Christian street preacher who 
was arrested and reported to Prevent for “misgendering” a member of the 
public. 


War, china, middle east, Iran: 
Archrivals Iran & Saudi Arabia 
Restore Ties In China-Brokered 
Deal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 10:16 AM 

Iran and Saudi Arabia announced that the two longtime rivals and enemies are 
restoring diplomatic relations following years of tensions, which involved each 
side charging the other with state-sponsored terrorism. Crucially, China helped 
see the deal through and hosted meetings of the two sides in Beijing. 


NBC describes that "The deal, which will see the two countries reopen 
embassies in each other’s capitals, was sealed during a meeting in China — a 
boost to Beijing’s efforts to rival the United States as a broker on the 
global stage." Indeed this is the message China is quick to emphasize: 


SAUDI ARABIA, IRAN TALK IN BEIJING IS VICTORY OF PEACE: WANG YI 


Journal, markets, government: Futures 
Tumble As SVB Implosion Spark Global 
Banking Turmoil; Payrolls Loom 

(how in the fuck?......SVB now? 
How long have they been around?) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 09:01 AM 

US futures and European stocks pared broader declines earlier sparked by a 
rush to havens amid concerns about the health of the US banking system 
following the collapse of Silvergate and the rout that has crushed Silicon Valley 
Bank, sending it shares down 40% premarket after plunging 60% on Thursday 
amid a spreading liquidity crisis. The collapse of the lender was sufficiently 


traumatic to push today's payrolls report - until yesterday the highlight of the 
week - off the front page. 


Censorship, stats: British Minister 
Faces New Charges Under Counter- 
Terrorism Laws For Criticizing A 
Trans Woman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Today, a trial will begin for a French politician who was charged for 
criticizing immigration as a public danger. 


In the meantime, a Christian street preacher was reportedly facing criminal 
charges in the United Kingdom for declaring that a trans woman was really a 
“gentleman” and a “man in woman’s clothing.” 


The counter-terrorism unit arrested David McConnell, a Christian preacher who 
was already convicted last year for “harassment” in the incident last year. 


For the earlier offense, McConnell was sentenced to a 12-month 
community order with 80 hours unpaid work. 


However, according to the Daily Mail, he was also reported to the counter- 
terrorism unit and, according to McConnell’s probation officer, he is “viewed 
[as] persistently and illegally espousing an extreme point of view” with 
his preaching. 


That is all that it takes now in the UK and most of Europe today: “an extreme 
point of view.” 


Energy, war, Russia: Russian Oil 
Production Returns To Near Pre- 
War Levels 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


By Princeton Policy Advisors 


The EIA, the analytics arm of the US Department of Energy, published the 
February oil markets data in its latest STEO (Short-term Energy Outlook) 
yesterday. The EIA reports that Russian oil production rose to 11.13 mbpd in 
February, the highest since April 2022 and a whopping 1.1 mbpd higher than the 
EIA's forecast from two months ago. 


War, Russia, china: World's 
Longest-Lasting Cyclone To Hit 
Africa For Second Time 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


Last month, Tropical Cyclone Freddy formed off the North Australian coast in the 
Indian Ocean. It has now broken the record for the longest-lasting recorded 
storm as it churns off the coast of Madagascar. There are forecasts that it will 
make landfall again in the southern African country of Mozambique. 


Another Near-Miss At 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant: ‘One 
Day Our Luck Will Run Out' 


Stats, government: These Are The Richest 
People In Africa 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


The African continent is home to 46 billionaires, the second-lowest total of 
any global region. 


‘The Richest People Primary industry 
° ° ° 2 Manufacturing 5E Food & Bev, 

In Africa 1n 2023 © Fashion/Retail “ Telecom 

The African continent is home to 46 members Z? Metale/ ining Ex Madlo/Entertainment 


of the world’s richest club. Below are the top ® Construction Diversified 
15 billionaires as of Jan 2023. 
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6 Mike Adenuga 7 Issad Rebrab & family 8 Naguib Sawiris 9 Patrice Motsepe 
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FRIDAY, MAR 10, 2023 - 04:30 AM 
Authored by Jake Johnson via Common Dreams, 


The largest nuclear energy plant in Europe, located in southern Ukraine, lost all 
off-site power for the sixth time in a year as Russian forces carried out a 
massive missile attack on Thursday, once again raising fears of a nuclear 
catastrophe with continent-wide implications. 


Rafael Mariano Grossi, director-general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, expressed dismay over the repeated near-misses at 

the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant and said he is "astonished by the complacency" 
in the face of such a threat. 


Journal, vaccine: COVID Conspiracy 
Theories Become Conspiracy Facts 
(anti-vaxxers could end up looking 
very bad in the event of a much 
larger outbreak..Why are the 
major media organizations 
suddenly playing into the anti-vax 
narrative?) 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 11:20 PM 


Authored by Ramesh Thakur via The Brownstone Institute 


At first slowly but in recent weeks with seemingly gathering pace, two 
trends have emerged. 


On the one hand, many of the core claims behind lockdowns, masks, 
and vaccines are unravelling and the prevailing narrative has been in retreat 
on all three fronts. 


But there is still a long way to go, as indicated by the cussed refusal of the Biden 
administration to let Novak Djokovic play at Indian Wells. 


On the other hand, the explosive lockdown files in the UK have blown 
apart the official narrative. We the sceptics were right in our dark suspicions 
of the motives, scientific basis, and evidence behind government decisions, but 
even we did not fully grasp just how venal, evil, and utterly contemptuous of 
their citizens some of the bastards in charge of our health, lives, livelihoods, and 
children’s future were. “Hell is empty, And all the devils are here” 
(Shakespeare, The Tempest) indeed. They will have to build a new circle of hell 
to accommodate all the perpetrators of evil let loose upon the world since 2020. 


Stats, government: Democrat Bill In 
Baltimore Would Prevent Anyone 
Under Age 25 From Facing Felony 
Murder Charges 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


Democrats in Baltimore, Maryland have introduced a bill that would prevent 
anyone under the age of 25 from facing first-degree murder charges in 
certain circumstances. 


The legislation, House Bill 1180, was introduced by Democratic Delegate 
Charlotte Crutchfield, who hilariously calls it the 'Youth Accountability and 
Safety Act.' 


Stats, inflation: "Dollar Tree 
Dinners": TikToker Goes Viral After 
Showing People How To Cook For 
$35 A Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 08:20 PM 


With rising inflation putting pressure on household finances, some low-income 
Americans have turned to "Dollar Tree Dinners" as their meal of choice. 


Vaccine: Mother Sues Doctor Who 
Allegedly Administered COVID-19 
Vaccines To Children Without 
Consent 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:40 PM 


Authored by Zachary Stieber via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


A doctor violated the law by administering COVID-19 vaccines to 
children without consent, according to a new lawsuit. 


l Moscs of a 
COVID-19 vaccine and vaccination record cards for children under 5 in Seattle 
Wash., in a June 21, 2022, file image. (David Ryder/Getty Images 


Dr. Janine Rethy, chief of community pediatrics at MedStar Georgetown 
University Hospital, is being accused of holding two children in a room until she 
convinced them to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 


The minors are both children of NaTonya McNeil, a Washington resident who 
brought the suit in D.C. Superior Court. 


“Ms. McNeil’s two minor children were held in a room by Defendant 
until she overcame their will and forcibly vaccinated them while 
physically preventing them from consulting with their mother, who was 
right outside the room,” the 9-page suit states. 


Stats, readlater, journal: Victor Davis 
Hanson: The Price Of Eliminating 
Consequences 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 05:20 PM 


Authored by Victor Davis Hanson via AmGreatness.com, 


Magnanimity demonstrated to those harming us at home and abroad is 
interpreted as American weakness, if not decadence to be further 
exploited... 


Stats, censorship: WWE Lobbying For 
Sports Betting On Its Pre-Scripted 
Matches 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 01:50 PM 


As if rigged stock markets weren't enough... 


The WWE is now reportedly talking to state gambling regulators in Colorado and 
Michigan to lobby for legalized gambling on their matches. The catch? Unlike 
sport, the outcomes of these wrestling matches have already been determined 
ahead of time. 


Energy, government: Investors 
Start To Realize The Energy 
Transition Will Take Decades 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 01:30 PM 


Authored by Tsvetana Paraskova via OilPrice.com, 


fossil fuels account for just over 80% of global energy supply. 


"There's a much broader push for decarbonization globally, and there's 
also a much broader realization that we are 'stuck' with hydrocarbons 
until we can achieve that decarbonization," Dan Pickering, founder and 
chief investment officer at Houston-based Pickering Energy Partners, told The 


Wall Street Journal. 


"A bunch more people are saying it's going to take time," Pickering added. 


Supermajors Warn Of Price Spikes In A 
Disorderly Transition 


Saudi Arabia, the world's top crude oil exporter, has been warning for years that 
the rush to ditch fossil fuels and the reluctance to invest in new supply would 
create shortages in oil and gas while the world still needs them. 


Now the top executives of the biggest international oil and gas firms are joining 
Saudi state oil giant Aramco in calling for an "orderly" transition in which people 
should get secure and affordable energy supply they currently need and they 
currently get from fossil fuels. 


Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) investment, if outright biased 
against the oil and gas industry, is a threat to energy affordability and energy 
security, Amin Nasser, the chief executive of the world's largest oil firm, Saudi 
Aramco, said last month. 


"If ESG-driven policies are implemented with an automatic bias against 
any and all conventional energy projects, the resulting 
underinvestment will have serious implications. For the global 
economy. For energy affordability. And for energy security," 

Nasser said at the Saudi Capital Markets Forum 2023. 


War, government: mar9 Russia's Huge 
‘Retaliation’ Strikes Include 
Hypersonic Missiles As NATO Sees 
Bakhmut Falling "In Coming Days" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 11:20 AM 

As we detailed Wednesday, Russian forces have at this point taken full control of 
the eastern part of the Ukrainian city of Bakhmut as one of the bloodiest battles 
of the year-long war appears close to ending. 


NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has since acknowledged that 
Bakhmut might fall to Russian forces in the "coming days" amid reports of rapid 


gains, which has been spearheaded by the Russian mercenary outfit Wagner 
Group. "We cannot rule out that Bakhmut may eventually fall in the 
coming days," Stoltenberg told a press briefing in Stockholm. But like with 


statements from Pentagon generals of late, he quickly tried to downplay the 
city's strategic importance. 


Markets, government, inflation: Credit 
Suisse Delays Annual Report After 
SEC Call, Shares Plunge Towards 
All-Time Low 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 07:55 AM 

It has become almost predictable: every few weeks, we receive news that 
causes Credit Suisse stock to plunge. 


On Thursday, the beleaguered Swiss investment bank's shares slumped 6% in 
Zurich trading -- closing in on the lowest level on record -- following 

the announcement that it would postpone the release of its annual report at the 
request of the Securities and Exchange Commission. 


Stats, holy roman empire, 
censorship: mar9 French Politician 


Faces Criminal Trial For 
Immigration Criticism 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


We have previously discussed the alarming rollback on free speech rights in the 
West, particularly in France 

(here and here and here and here and here and here and here). The latest such 
case is a criminal trial of French Senator Stéphane Ravier for stating 
that “immigration kills the youth of France.” 


Ravier faces trial tomorrow in the criminal court of Marseilles on charges of 
incitement to discrimination, hatred, or violence. The case is based ona 
tweet, on January 11, 2022, in which Ravier reacted to the murder of a teen in 
Paris by a 62-year-old man from Senegal. 


He tweeted “Theo, 18 years old, murdered yesterday by a Senegalese 
[migrant]... Immigration kills the youth of France.” 


A complaint was filed by the International League against Racism and Anti- 
Semitism (Licra) and the League for Human Rights (LDH) against Ravier over 
allegations of spreading hatred toward migrants. 


Alain Lothe also alleged that by publishing his tweet “the elected official is not 
content to react to a news event but wants to highlight the nationality of its 
author and to involve all people from immigrant backgrounds.” 


It is another example of criminalizing political speech. Just last year, 
Ravier was convicted for another comment made against a female socialist 
senator that was deemed to be sexist and given a fine of 1,500 euros. 


Markets, china, government, 
inflation: mar9 US Container 
Imports Plunge As Recession Fears 
Mount 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:45 AM 

Amid the mounting speculation of a soft landing and even talk of a "no landing" 
(read: here and here), we've pointed out multiple strategists who don't share 
that sense of optimism but rather one that is typical of an end-cycle 
environment (read: here & here). 


Container rates worldwide for 40-foot boxes have returned to levels before the 
pandemic. This comes as global central banks aggressively hike interest rates in 
response to inflation, curbing consumer spending. 
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The financial burden of soaring inflation and increasing rates falls heavily on 
low-income consumers. Given that consumerism represents 68.5% of GDP, the 
troubling slowdown in container shipping suggests that the economy is showing 
signs of faltering. 


Descartes said container volumes from China, Japan, and Germany slumped the 


most. 


Container import declines into the world's largest economy is an ominous sign 
as some Strategists believe a recession might unfold in the second half of the 
year. Also, rate increases from last year are only beginning to filter in and will 
strongly curb economic activity in the coming months. 


Journal, stats: Is The World Nearing 
Peak Population 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


Authored by Bill King via RealClearPolitics.com, 


POPULATION PROJECTIONS TO 2100 
COMPARISONS 
„e UN High Scenario 
: Projection 2 EU-1IASA Higher (SSP3) 
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COVID "Not Deadly Enough" To 
Justify Risk Of Fast-Track Vaccines, 
Chris Whitty Told UK Govt 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Will Jones via DailySceptic.org, 


COVID-19 was not dangerous enough to justify cutting short vaccine 
trials as the vaccine had to be “very safe”, Chris Whitty advised the 
Government in the early weeks of the outbreak, it has emerged. 


Writing on WhatsApp on February 29th 2020, the Chief Medical Officer told 
Government figures: 


“For a disease with a low (for the sake of argument 1%) mortality a vaccine has 
to be very safe so the safety studies can’t be shortcut. So important for the long 
run.” 


The estimate of 1% turned out to be an overestimate, as the infection 
fatality rate in Europe and the Americas was found to be 0.3-0.4%. 


Chief Scientist Patrick Vallance agreed with this advice and wrote that existing 
drugs should be relied on instead: 


“Agree, existing drugs best things to try for this outbreak. Accelerate 
vaccine testing where we have good candidates for future, and prepare for 
manufacturing capacity for longer term.” 


g 29 February, 2020 m 
© Dominic Cummings | Chief Adviser to Boris Johnson 


Israeli scientists say they are just WEEKS away from developing a vaccine which will 
beat coronavirus 


www.dailymail.co.uk 


This report credible? https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8054769/Israeli- 
scientists-say-just-WEEKS-away-developing-vaccine-beat- 
coronavirus.html 


bad Patrick Vallance | Government Chief Scientific Adviser 

à Short answer is no. They have a vaccine for one thing (which hasn't yet been 
shown to work) that they want to adapt for this virus and humans. They would 
then need to go through safety testing, small scale trials in people and then larger 
efficacy trials. So it may all work out but it is not going to be ready in weeks. All of 
these approaches will take many months at the very and most optimistic best. 
Remember we still don't have a vaccine that we know works for Zika yet despite 
lots of work over years 


E Chris Whitty | Chief Medical Officer 


There will be a lot of good vaccine candidates that enter early clinical trials in the 
next few months. The rate limiting steps are late clinical trials for safety and 
efficacy, and then manufacturing. For a disease with a low (for the sake of 
argument 1%) mortality a vaccine has to be very safe so the safety studies can't 
be shortcut. So important for the long run. 


It has not been reported what led to this approach being changed, but 
the advice was given before a pandemic had been declared or any 
country except China had imposed a lockdown. Public opinion, and 
Government responses around the world, shifted considerably after 
that point. 


The Telegraph has published an article looking at what the Lockdown Files 
WhatsApp messages show about how the Government came to impose 
lockdown on March 23rd as it came under pressure during March to do more. 


On March 2nd Patrick Vallance said he and Whitty estimated that the chance of 
a reasonable worst case scenario (at one point reportedly estimated by Whitty 
to involved up to 820,000 U.K. deaths) was one in five: 


For percentage probability of RWCS [reasonable worst case scenario] we don’t 
have a calculated figure and can’t give one on the data we have. But Chris and | 
both think that looking at Wuhan so far the RWCS is relatively low probability, 
say one in five chance. But that is an impression not a calculation. 


On March 5th a poll showed the public were still happy with the Government’s 
calm approach. 


Jamie Njoku-Goodwin | Department of Health Media Special Adviser 


Freddie Sayers on Twitter 
Highly unusual poll alert: voters of all kinds “approve* of the government's handling of this 
crisis. 


This is good - and helpful to point out to people if anyone is trying to score 
political points at all. The public is on our side. 


https://twitter.com/freddiesayers/status/1235535920981565440?s=19 


However, this was probably the last time that was true. As images from Italy - 
“where hospitals were overwhelmed by gasping Covid victims and distraught 
doctors were having to turn away the dying patients” - were beamed into living 
rooms over the following days the panic buying began as the sense of doom 
grew. 


On March 8th France banned large gatherings as Italy locked down the entire 
north of the country, and Government figures began to feel the pressure to do 
more. 


| IERIE RAT ETH, 
—— Moh) 2020 
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Matt Hancock | Heath Secretary A 
FYI France has just banned gatherings of over 1000 and said no kissing or 

handshakes. | imagine we will get some questions over why that’s different to our 
approach 


D> James Slack | Prime Minister's Official Spokesm 

i | think we're heading towards general pressure over why our measures are 
relatively light touch compared to other countries. Also why we aren't 
isolating/screening people coming back from Italy. We'll need to explain very 
calmly that we're doing what actually works. 


By March 11th Boris Johnson’s Chief Adviser Dominic Cummings was 
stressing how difficult it was to continue to hold the liberal line - and 
not very subtly implying he agreed with the critics. 


On March 12th and 13th Patrick Vallance and other Government figures did one 
last media round arguing for sticking with a calm, liberal response that would 
lead to herd immunity, but it was no longer well-received by the media or much 
of the public. In line with that plan, contact tracing was stopped around March 
15th as the country moved from containment (where contact tracing makes 
sense) to mitigation (where it doesn’t), but behind the scenes this change 
was opposed and the idea that we should be ramping up testing and 


contact tracing for indefinite use became a new orthodoxy. Cummings 
wrote: “We really need to explain our testing policy tomorrow - neither | nor PM 
understand it and we need to explain and ramp up as fast as humanly possible.” 


11 March, 2020 


Go) Dominic Cummings 
I think itis really important that senior people understand, and are able to discuss 
with PM this fundamental question: all sensible people can see the trajectory and 
how social distancing will be needed to flatten curve. very sensible people, 
including former CDC officials etc and doctors, are saying “the risks of delay are 
MUCH higher than the risks of going too soon’.* 
if we are NOT going to say tmrw ‘we are starting social distancing TODAY, we are 
waiting until next week’ -- and effectively just keep washing your hands -- there 
will be MASSIVE pushback on these lines -- “WHY WAIT 5 DAYS WHY NOT 
MOVE NOW AND FLATTEN CURVE EARLIER??” 
Proposing tomorrow that we DELAY action until next week will require extremely 
clear scientific justification, with supporting data / models etc -- made PUBLIC 
for global scrutiny. 
From the comms mtng this morning | am very concerned that officials do not have 
the materials we need to explain to people tmrw what our lines of defence mean 
in detailed practical terms for them... If my wife is ill, but Im ok and am the only 
earner dol have to stay at home and just lose money? etc etc 


T) James Slack 
Agree with all of this. We're at a tipping point in the media cycle. It would've 
occurred today were it not for the Budget. If we don’t have action to show 
tomorrow, or a very detailed explanation of what we are doing and why, | think 
we'll find it very difficult to keep the media with us. The Times and Telegraph 
leader columns today point to the growing disquiet. Their position is ‘You've done 
Ok so far, but... * 


On the evening of March 16th - the day Neil Ferguson’s Report 9, 
projecting over 500,000 deaths without severe suppression measures, 
was published - Boris Johnson told the nation that, without drastic 
action, the virus would spiral out of control. 


These modellers had a track record of drastically exaggerating threats, but this 
seemed not to matter. As Carl Heneghan and Tom Jefferson write in an 
excoriating piece in the Mail this morning: “Faith was placed in experts who, in 
the past two decades, wrongly predicted 136,000 U.K. deaths from new variant 
CJD contracted by eating meat infected with BSE (or mad cow disease); 65,000 
deaths from swine flu; and 700,000 deaths from bird flu.” As a second lockdown 
loomed later in the year, Dr. Heneghan and others tried to bring actual data and 
a sense of perspective to bear, but it quickly became clear that most ministers 
had no interest in anything that might make earlier decisions look unwise: “Our 
efforts were to no avail. A fixed ideology had rooted itself in Downing Street and 
the second lockdown in November 2020 went ahead.” 


It was in those 11 days, from March 6th to 16th, that the country was 
transformed from a stoic survivor facing with calm courage the 
approaching tide to a gibbering wreck cowering in homes and refusing 
to go to work. The slow recovery from those traumatic days of spring three 
years ago is still ongoing. 


The Right To Be Let Alone: When 
The Government Wants To Know All 
Your Business 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 09, 2023 - 12:40 AM 


Authored by John and Nisha Whitehead via The Rutherford Institute, 


There was a time when the census was just a head count. 


Individuals who receive the ACS must complete it or be subject to 
monetary penalties. 


total fines could range from upwards of $10,000 and $50,000 for 
noncompliance. 


In an age when the government has significant technological resources at its 
disposal to not only carry out warrantless surveillance on American citizens but 
also to harvest and mine that data for its own dubious purposes, whether it be 
crime-mapping or profiling based on whatever criteria the government wants to 
use to target and segregate the populace, the potential for abuse is grave. 


As such, the ACS qualifies as a government program whose purpose, 
while sold to the public as routine and benign, raises significant 
constitutional concerns. 


The Rutherford Institute has received hundreds of inquiries from individuals who 
have received the ACS and are not comfortable sharing such private, intimate 
details with the government or are unsettled by the aggressive tactics utilized 
by Census Bureau agents seeking to compel responses to ACS questions. 


The following Q&A is provided as a resource to those who want to 
better understand their rights in respect to the ACS. 


Q: What kind of questions are contained in the ACS? 


A: The ACS contains questions that go far beyond typical census questions 
about the number of individuals within the household and their age, race, and 
sex. The survey combines intrusive questions with highly detailed inquiries 
about your financial affairs. Furthermore, the questionnaire also demands that 
recipients provide information about their family and other people in their 
home, such as their educational levels, how many years of school were 
completed, what languages they speak, when they last worked at a job, and 
when occupants of your home are away from the house. 


Q: How will this information be used? 


A: The Census Bureau states that information from this survey is used to assist 
a wide variety of entities, from federal, state and local governments to private 
corporations, nonprofit organizations, researchers and public advocacy groups. 
The Bureau lists 35 different categories of questions on its website and offers an 
explanation on how the information is to be used. For 12 of those categories, 
the information is used to assist private corporations. For another 22, the 
information is used to aid advocacy groups, and in nine of those cases, the 
Census Bureau states that the responses will be used by advocacy groups to 
“advocate for policies that benefit their groups,” including advocacy based on 
age, race, sex, and marital status. Thus, information obtained through the ACS 
is not simply used to inform government policy in a neutral manner, but is also 
being provided to private actors for the purpose of promoting corporate and/or 
political agendas. 


One concern raised by the Brookings Institute is the use of ACS information by 
law enforcement for “crime mapping,” a surveillance tool used to predict crime 
and preemptively target certain neighborhoods for policing. It is “most effective” 
when “analysts can see the relationship between various types of criminal 
incidents (e.g., homicides, drug dealing) and neighborhood characteristics (risk 


factors such as poverty, population density, and vacant housing), pinpoint 
where crimes are most likely to occur (hot spots), and focus police resources 
accordingly.” The Brookings Institute notes that because the ACS provides data 
every year, rather than every ten years, crime mapping is more effective and 
cheaper. 


Q: Are my responses kept confidential? 


A: While the Census Bureau claims that an individual’s information will be kept 
strictly confidential, it does require a recipient to put their name on the survey, 
ostensibly for the purpose of asking follow-up questions in the event of missing 
or incomplete answers. This means your answers could be linked to you even if 
it is forbidden by law to share your individual responses. 


Q: Am I required by law to fully complete the American Community 
Survey? 


A: Federal law makes it mandatory to answer all questions on the ACS. A refusal 
to answer any question on the ACS or giving an intentionally false answer is a 
federal offense. The Census Bureau also maintains that responding to the ACS is 
mandatory and that recipients are legally obligated to answer all questions. 


Q: Is there a penalty for refusing to answer American Community 
Survey questions? 


A: The law requiring answers to the ACS also provides that a person who fails to 
answer “shall be fined not more than $100.” The actual fine for a refusal to 
complete the ACS could be much greater because a failure to respond to certain 
ACS questions could be considered a separate offense subject to the $100 fine. 


Q: Has the government prosecuted persons for refusing to answer the 
American Community Survey? 


A: While The Rutherford Institute has been made aware of Census Bureau 
agents engaging in harassing tactics and threatening behavior, to date, we are 
unaware of the Census Bureau having levied any financial penalties for non- 
compliance with the ACS. However, a refusal to answer the survey violates the 
letter of the law and a prosecution might be brought if the government decides 
to adopt a policy to do so. 


Q: How does the Census Bureau typically ensure that people complete 
the survey? 


A: Those who do not answer the ACS risk repeated overtures—by mail, by 
phone and in person—from Census Bureau employees seeking to compel a 


response. Typically, the Census Bureau will telephone those who do not respond 
to the survey and may visit their homes to coerce the targets to respond. 


The Census Bureau boasts a 97% response rate to the survey via these 
methods, but critics argue this constitutes harassment. One recipient who did 
complete the survey but whose answers were misplaced by the Census Bureau 
wrote about his experience. First, a Census Bureau employee left a note at his 
apartment asking him to contact her. When he did, the employee asked him to 
allow her into his home. When he refused, the employee “turned up twice 
unannounced at my apartment, demanding entry, and warning me of the fines | 
would face if | didn't cooperate.” Only after he filed a complaint with the Census 
Bureau did the agency realize he had actually completed the survey, thus 
ending its attempts to enter his home. 


Q: Is this an unconstitutional invasion of privacy? 


A: There are significant and legitimate questions concerning the authority of the 
government to require, under threat of prosecution and penalty, that persons 
answer questions posed by the ACS. The ACS is not part of the enumeration 
required by Article | of the Constitution, and that constitutional provision only 
applies to a census for purposes of counting the number of people in each state. 
As noted, the ACS seeks much more information than the number of persons in 
a household. 


In other contexts, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that citizens have no 
obligation to answer questions posed by the government and are free to refuse 
to do so. This same principle could apply to questions posed by ACS agents. 
However, because the government has not brought a prosecution for a refusal 
to respond to the ACS, the question of a person’s right to refuse has not yet 
been decided by a court. 


Q: What are my options for objecting to the ACS survey as an intrusion 
on my Fourth Amendment rights? 


A: If you receive notice that you have been targeted to respond to the ACS and 
you desire to assert your right of privacy, you can voice those objections and 
your intent not to respond to the ACS by writing a letter to the Census Bureau. 
The Rutherford Institute has developed a form letter that you may use in 
standing up against the government’s attempt to force you to disclose personal 
information. 


If you are contacted by Census Bureau employees, either by telephone or in 
person, demanding your response, you can assert your rights by politely, but 
firmly, informing the employee that you believe the ACS is an improper invasion 


of your privacy, that you do not intend to respond and that they should not 
attempt to contact you again. Be sure to document any interactions you have 
with Bureau representatives for your own files. 


If you believe you are being unduly harassed by a Census Bureau employee, 
either by telephone or in person, it is in your best interest to carefully document 
the time, place and manner of the incidents and file a complaint with the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 


Battle of Leipzig: largest battle in European 
history before World War , fought from 16 to 19 
October 1813 at Leipzig, Saxony. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
War_of the Sixth Coalition 


Prussian Reform Movement: German historians, 
such as Heinrich von Treitschke, saw the 
reforms as the first steps towards the unification 
of Germany and the foundation of the German 
Empire before the First World War. 


The treaty was signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866, between the preliminary and the 
final peace treaty between Austria and Prussia, which formally ended the Austro- 
Prussian War. 


german march revolution, forced resignation of 
Klemens von Metternich, abdication by King 
Louis-Philippe of France and his exile in Britain. 


[ 


The revolutions spread from France across Europe; they erupted soon thereafter in 
Austria and Germany, beginning with the large demonstrations on March 13, 1848, 

in Vienna. This resulted in the resignation of Prince von Metternich as chief minister to 
Emperor Ferdinand | of Austria, and his going into exile in Britain. Because of the date 
of the Vienna demonstrations, the revolutions in Germany are usually called the March 
Revolution (German: Marzrevolution). 


Fearing the fate of Louis-Philippe, some monarchs in Germany accepted some of the 
demands of the revolutionaries, at least temporarily. In the south and west, 
large popular assemblies and mass demonstrations took place. They 


demanded freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, written constitutions, arming of 
the people, and a parliament. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ revolutions of 1848%E2%80%931849 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klemens_ von Metternich 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_revolutions of 1848%E2%80%931849 


The Frankfurt Parliament (German: Frankfurter Nationalversammlung, 

literally Frankfurt National Assembly) was the first freely elected parliament for all 
German states, including the German-populated areas of Austria-Hungary, elected on 
1 May 1848 (see German federal election, 1848).2 


The session was held from 18 May 1848 to 31 May 1849, in the Paulskirche at Frankfurt 
am Main. Its existence was both part of and the result of the "March Revolution" within 
the states of the German Confederation. 


After long and controversial debates, the assembly produced the so-called Frankfurt 
Constitution (Pau/lskirchenverfassung or St. Paul's Church Constitution, officially 

the Verfassung des Deutschen Reiches) which proclaimed a German Empire based on 
the principles of parliamentary democracy. This constitution fulfilled the main demands 
of the liberal and nationalist movements of the Vormarz and provided a foundation 

of basic rights, both of which stood in opposition to Metternich's system of Restoration. 
The parliament also proposed a constitutional monarchy headed by a hereditary 
emperor (Kaisen). 


The Prussian king Frederick William IV refused to accept the office of emperor when it 
was offered to him on the grounds that such a constitution and such an offer were an 
abridgment of the rights of the princes of the individual German states. In the 20th 
century, however, major elements of the Frankfurt constitution became models for 
the Weimar Constitution of 1919 and the Basic Law for the Federal Republic of 
Germany of 1949. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankfurt_Parliament 


The German March revolution not only started in Baden, but also ended here 
when Rastatt Fortress, the last bastion of the revolutionaries, was captured by Prussian 
troops on 23 July 1849. 


The Baden Revolution had two phases: between the beginning of March 1848 and 
September 1848 there were two attempts to form a republic in southwestern Germany: 
the Hecker Uprising and the rebellion led by Gustav Struve in Lorrach. With the defeat 
of Friedrich Hecker and his followers at Kandern and his flight into exile, and the arrest 
of Gustav Struve in September, this first phase ended. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baden_Revolution#:~:text=The%20Baden%20Revolution 
%20(German%3A%20Badische,Central%20Europe%20at%20that%20time. 


The following table shows the connexion between the revolution in Baden, the events in 
the German Confederation and Europe. 


Period Grand Duchy of Baden German Confederation 


asaz Ee sy 


Baden Revolution German revolutions 


March Revolution 


Berlin: Barricade Uprising; March Revolution 
victims; Vienna: Revolutions in the Austrian 


Empire; Revolution in Sigmaringen 


Heidelberg Assembly 


Hecker Uprising 


Battle on the 
Scheideck; Battle of 
Gunterstal; Storming of 
Freiburg; Battle of 
Dossenbach 


Struve Putsch 
Septemb 
Battle of Staufen Rebellion in Frankfurt 


October | vema SOS 


Baden Revolution (mutiny); EE Kaier 
to July 1849, Deputation 


Baden Revolutionary Dresden Uprising; Palatine 
Government; Baden Uprising; Iserlohn Uprising; Elberfeld 
constitutional Uprising 

assembly; Battle of 


With the military defeat of this last rebellion, primarily by Prussian troops, the March 
Revolution of 1848/1849 in the states of the German Confederation finally ended on 23 


July 1849 with the capture of Rastatt Fortress, the last bastion of the Baden 
revolutionaries, by federal forces under Prussian leadership. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Constitution_ campaign 


king doesnt accept legitimacy from frankfurt 


assembly, saying it is meaningless. 


IKUN AINGUUMSI 


monarchy. Frederick William’s enthusiasm for ‘Germany’ was entirely 
authentic and long predated the outbreak of the 1848 revolutions. 
Indeed there is something to be said for the view that he was the first 
truly German-minded monarch to occupy the Hohenzollern throne. 
Frederick William was deeply involved in the project to resume the 
construction of Cologne Cathedral, an imposing Gothic structure begun 
in 1248 but unfinished since work had ground to a halt in 1560. There 
had been talk of completing the cathedral since the turn of the century 
and Frederick William became an enthusiastic advocate and supporter 
of the idea. In 1842, two years after his accession, the king travelled to 
the Rhineland to take part in celebrations inaugurating the building 
works. He attended Protestant and Catholic services and presided over 
a cornerstone ceremony at which, to the astonishment and delight of 
the onlookers, he delivered a sparkling impromptu speech praising the 
‘spirit of German unity and strength’ embodied in the cathedral project.” 
At around the same time, he wrote to Metternich that he had decided 
to devote himself to ‘ensuring the greatness, power and honour of 
Germany’.”” 

When Frederick William spoke of German ‘unity’, he was not referring 


to the political unity of a nation-state, but to the diffuse, cultural, sacral 


unity of the medieval German Reich. His speculations did not, therefore, 


necessarily imply a challenge to Austria’s traditional captaincy within 


SPLENDOUR AND MISERY OF THE PRUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


new ‘German Empire’. ‘Against my own declared and well-motivated 
will,’ he complained to a close conservative associate, ‘{Arnim-Suckow] 
crown.””! 

Yet the king’s objection to a Prussian imperial title was by no means 
categorical. It would be another matter entirely if the other German 
princes voluntarily elected him to a position of pre-eminence and the 
Austrians were willing to renounce their ancient claim to leadership 
within the German Commonwealth. Under these circumstances, he told 
King Frederick August II of Saxony during the first week of May, he 
would be willing to consider accepting the crown of a new German 
Reich.“ These were highly speculative reflections at the time, but as 
events unfolded over the summer and autumn of 1848, they came to 
seem increasingly plausible. 

Within a month of the outbreak of the revolution, Prussia had an 
opportunity to demonstrate its willingness to show leadership in the 
defence of the German national interest. A crisis was brewing over the 
future of the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, predominantly agrarian 
principalities that straddled the frontier between German- and Danish- 
speaking northern Europe. The complex legal and constitutional status 


of the two duchies was defined by three awkward facts: firstly, a law 
dating back to the fifteenth century forbade the separation of the two 


When Frederick William spoke of German ‘unity’, he was not referring 
to the political unity of a nation-state, but to the diffuse, cultural, sacral 
unity of the medieval German Reich. His speculations did not, therefore, 
necessarily imply a challenge to Austria’s traditional captaincy within 
the community of German states. Even during the war crisis of 1840- 
41, when Frederick William supported efforts to extend Prussia’s influ- 
ence over the security arrangements of the south German states, he was 
reluctant to contemplate a direct confrontation with Vienna. In the 
spring months of 1848, the Prussian king’s vision of the German future 
was still in essence a vision of the past. On 24 April, Frederick William 
told the Hanoverian liberal and Frankfurt deputy Friedrich Christoph 
Dahlmann that his vision for Germany was a kind of reinvigorated 
Holy Roman Empire, in which a ‘King of the Germans’ (a Prussian, 
perhaps) would be chosen by a revived College of Electors and wield 
executive power under the honorary captaincy of a Habsburg ‘Roman 
Emperor’. As a romantic monarchical legitimist, he deplored the idea 
of a unilateral bid for power that would injure the historic rights of the 
other German crowns. He thus professed to be horrified when his new 
liberal foreign minister (Heinrich Alexander von Arnim-Suckow, 
appointed 21 March) proposed that he should accept the crown of a 


490 


The Margraviate of Brandenburg (German: 
Markgrafschaft Brandenburg) was a major 
principality of the Holy Roman Empire from 
1157 to 1806, playing a pivotal role in the 
history of Germany and Central Europe. 


Brandenburg developed out of the Northern March founded in the territory of 
the Slavic Wends. It derived one of its names from this inheritance, the March of 


Brandenburg (Mark Brandenburg). Its ruling margraves were established as 
prestigious prince-electors in the Golden Bull of 1356, allowing them to vote in the 
election of the Holy Roman Emperor. The state thus became additionally known 
as Electoral Brandenburg or the Electorate of 

Brandenburg (Kurbrandenburg or Kurfürstentum Brandenburg). 


The House of Hohenzollern came to the throne of Brandenburg in 1415. In 

1417, Frederick | moved its capital from Brandenburg an der Havel to Berlin. By 1535, 
the electorate had an area of some 10,000 square miles (26,000 km?) and a population 
of 400,000." Under Hohenzollern leadership, Brandenburg grew rapidly in power during 


the 17th century and inherited the Duchy of Prussia. The resulting Brandenburg- 
Prussia was the predecessor of the Kingdom of Prussia, which became a leading 
German state during the 18th century. Although the electors’ highest title was "King 
in/of Prussia", their power base remained in Brandenburg and its capital Berlin. 


The Margraviate of Brandenburg ended with the dissolution of the Holy Roman 

Empire in 1806. It was replaced after the Napoleonic Wars with the Prussian Province of 
Brandenburg in 1815. The Hohenzollern Kingdom of Prussia was the primary driving 
force behind the unification of Germany. The Prussian-dominated North German 
Confederation later transformed in 1871 into the German Empire was the legal 
predecessor of the united German Reich of 1871-1945, and as such a direct ancestor of 


the present-day Federal Republic of Germany, 


March of Brandenburg/ecdit] 
Main article: Margraviate of Brandenburg 


In the beginning of the 12th century, the German kings re-established control over the 
mixed Slav-inhabited lands on the eastern borders of the Holy Roman Empire. In 1134, 
in the wake of the Wendish Crusade of 1147, the German magnate Albert the Bear was 
granted the Northern March by Emperor Lothair III. The Slavs were subsequently 
assimilated by German settlers during the Ostsiedlung. The church under Albert 
established dioceses, which with their walled towns protected the townspeople from 
attack. With the arrival of monks and bishops begins anew the recorded history of the 
town of Brandenburg, from which would develop the eponymous margraviate. 


Albert's control of the region was nominal for several decades, but he engaged ina 
variety of military and diplomatic actions against the Wends, and saw his control 
become more real by the middle of the century. In 1150, Albert formally inherited 
Brandenburg from its last Hevelli ruler, the Christian Pribislav. Albert and 

his Ascanian descendants made considerable progress in Christianising the captured 
lands." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_ March 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Hohenzollern 


Thor: popular german god pre-christianization, 
a term they've been using to describe the 
process with which europe adopted christianism. 


The first clear example of this occurs in the Roman historian Tacitus's late first-century 
work Germania, where, writing about the religion of the Suebi (a confederation 

of Germanic peoples), he comments that "among the gods Mercury is the one they 
principally worship. They regard it as a religious duty to offer to him, on fixed days, 
human as well as other sacrificial victims. Hercules and Mars they appease by animal 
offerings of the permitted kind" and adds that a portion of the Suebi also venerate 
"Isis".24 [In this instance, Tacitus refers to the god Odin as "Mercury", Thor as "Hercules", 
and the god Tyr as "Mars", and the identity of the Isis of the Suebi has been debated. In 
Thor's case, the identification with the god Hercules is likely at least in part due to 
similarities between Thor's hammer and Hercules’ club.“2 In his Annals, Tacitus again 
refers to the veneration of "Hercules" by the Germanic peoples; he records a wood 
beyond the river Weser (in what is now northwestern Germany) as dedicated to him.“2 A 
deity known as Hercules Magusanus was venerated in Germania Inferior; due to the 
Roman identification of Thor with Hercules, Rudolf Simek has suggested 


that Magusanus was originally an epithet attached to the Proto-Germanic deity *bunraz. 
14] 


Post-Roman era 
"Donar" redirects here. For other uses, see Donar (disambiguation). 


Boniface bears his crucifix after felling Thor's Oak in Bonifacius (1905) by Emil Doepler 


The first recorded instance of the name of the god appears upon the Nordendorf fibulae, 
a piece of jewelry created during the Migration Period and found in Bavaria. The item 
bears an Elder Futhark inscribed with the name Ponar (i.e. Donar), the southern 
Germanic form of Thor's name.2= 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 
Canterbury charm 
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View history 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
(Redirected from Canterbury Charm) 


The original runes, with Latin transliteration. 


The Canterbury charm is an Old Norse runic charm discovered inserted in the margin 
of an Anglo-Saxon manuscript from the year 1073. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury charm 


Demonisation| edit] 


In later material composed during the Christian period such as the legendary 

sagas, jötnar are often portrayed as uncivilised and cannibalistic. In the case of Bárðar 
saga Snæfellsáss and Hálfdanar saga Bronuféstra they specifically eat both human and 
horse meat, the latter of which was directly associated with heathen practices.“ The 
post-Christian association between jötnar and pre-Christian practices is also seen 

in Beowulf, in which the man-eating eoten Grendel is described as having a "heathen 
soul" and "heathenish hand-spurs".£*! Female jötnar are explicitly described as being 
heathen in some later sources such as Orms páttr Stord/fssonar, in which religion 
prevents her from being with the hero, and the legendary saga Porsteins þáttr 
baejarmagns, in which she must be baptised before marrying the hero.“ 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%Béetunn 


Post-Viking age 


In the 12th century, more than a century after Norway was "officially" Christianized, 
Thor was still being invoked by the population, as evidenced by a stick bearing a runic 
message found among the Bryggen inscriptions in Bergen, Norway. On the stick, both 
Thor and Odin are called upon for help; Thor is asked to "receive" the reader, and Odin 
to "own" them.22! 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 


Swastikas 
Further information: Swastika (Germanic Iron Age) 


Detail of swastika on the 9th century Snoldelev Stone 


The swastika symbol has been identified as representing the hammer or lightning of 
Thor. Scholar Hilda Ellis Davidson (1965) comments on the usage of the swastika as a 
symbol of Thor: 


The protective sign of the hammer was worn by women, as we know from the fact that 
it has been found in women's graves. It seems to have been used by the warrior also, in 
the form of the swastika. ... Primarily it appears to have had connections with light and 
fire, and to have been linked with the sun-wheel. It may have been on account of Thor's 
association with lightning that this sign was used as an alternative to the hammer, for it 
is found on memorial stones in Scandinavia besides inscriptions to Thor. When we find it 
on the pommel of a warrior's sword and on his sword-belt, the assumption is that the 
warrior was placing himself under the Thunder God's protection. 


Swastikas appear on various Germanic objects stretching from the Migration Period to 
the Viking Age, such as the 3rd century Værløse Fibula (DR EM85;123) from Zealand, 
Denmark; the Gothic spearhead from Brest-Litovsk, Belarus; numerous Migration 
Period bracteates; cremation urns from early Anglo-Saxon England; the 8th 

century Sæbø sword from Sogn, Norway; and the 9th century Snoldelev Stone (DR 248) 
from Ramsg, Denmark. 


Origin, theories, and interpretations 


Thor closely resembles other Indo-European deities associated with the thunder: 

the Celtic Taranis,24! the Estonian Taara (or Tharapita), the Baltic Perkūnas, 

the Slavic Perun,” and particularly the Hindu Indra, whose thunderbolt weapon 

the vajra is an obvious parallels noted already by Max Muller." Scholars have compared 
Indra's slaying of Vritra with Thor's battle with Jormungandr. Although in the past it 
was suggested that Thor was an indigenous sky god or a Viking Age import into 
Scandinavia, these Indo-European parallels make him generally accepted today as 
ultimately derived from a Proto-Indo-European deity 2175117811771 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thor 


Vladimir the Great: Originally a follower of 
Slavic paganism, Vladimir converted to 
Christianity in 988[13][14][15] and 
Christianized the Kievan Rus'.[11] Due to this 
act, which fundamentally altered the historical 
trajectory of the Rus' and led to his declaration 
as a Saint in both Western Christianity and the 
Eastern Orthodox Church, Vladimir is thus also 
known as Saint Vladimir or Saint Volodymyr. 
Modern scholars often prefer Volodimer I,[16] 
[17][18] or Volodimir.[19] 


He may have attempted to reform Slavic paganism in an attempt to identify himself 
with the various gods worshipped by his subjects. He built a pagan temple on a hill in 
Kiev dedicated to six gods: Perun—the god of thunder and war, a god favored by 
members of the prince’s druzhina (military retinue)"; Slav 

gods Stribog and Dazhd'bog; Mokosh—a goddess representing Mother Nature 
"worshipped by Finnish tribes"; Khors and Simargl, "both of which had Iranian origins, 
were included, probably to appeal to the Poliane."2 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir the Great 


Rurik dynasty (862-1610) 


Following the disintegration of Kievan Rus’, the most powerful state to eventually arise 
was the Grand Duchy of Moscow, initially a part of Vladimir-Suzdal, which, along with 
the Novgorod Republic, established the basis of the modern Russian nation. Ivan 

lll threw off the control of the Golden Horde and consolidated the whole of central and 
northern Rus’, ruling it as "Prince of All Rus'".“! [van IV assumed the title "Tsar of All 
Rus'" and transformed the state into the Tsardom of Russia. The Rurik line ruled until 
1598, following which they were succeeded by the House of Romanov, after the Time of 
Troubles. 


The Romanovichi branch of the dynasty ruled southwestern Rus' and part of central 
Rus'. These territories were unified by Roman the Great and his son Daniel Romanovich, 
who was in 1253 crowned by Pope Innocent IV" as king of Galicia-Volhynia. After the 
line's extinction, the principality was annexed by Poland and Lithuania, and the title of 
its prince eventually passed to the ruler of Austro-Hungary. According to Ukrainian 
historiography continuous Rurikid sovereignty from the ninth century to the fourteenth 
represents part of Ukraine's historical process. In Ukrainian historiography of the 19th 
century, Ukrainian historiographer Mykhailo Hrushevsky, who wrote a book under a 
similar name, referred to Rus' civilization as Ukraine-Rus'. According to his studies Rus 
is not considered to have ended in 1240, but merely to have shifted its centre slightly 
westward. 2lle! 


As a ruling dynasty, the Rurik dynasty held its own in some parts of Rus' for a total of 
twenty-one generations in male-line succession, from Rurik (died 879) to Feodor | of 
Russia (died 1598), a period of more than 700 years. They are one of Europe's oldest 
royal houses, with numerous existing cadet branches. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rurik_dynasty 


List of people who have been considered deities 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
List_of_people_who_have_been_considered_deitie 
S 


North German Confederation Treaty, 1866: The 
treaty was signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866, 
between the preliminary and the final peace 
treaty between Austria and Prussia, which 
formally ended the Austro-Prussian War. 


The full name of the treaty, translated to English, is Treaty of Alliance between Anhalt, 
Bremen, Brunswick, Hamburg, Lippe, Lübeck, Oldenburg, Prussia, Reuss-Schleitz, Saxe- 
Altenburg, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the Grand Duchy of Saxony, Schaumberg-Lippe, 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, and Waldeck and Pyrmont, 
signed at Berlin on 18 August 1866.4 


leading Prussian politician was Otto von Bismarck, who had been chancellor since 
1862. 


Parties[edit] 


The Kingdom of Prussia was the dominant party to the treaty. The other parties to the 
treaty pledged their military forces under the command of the King of Prussia. 


The following states signed the treaty on 18 August and submitted ratifications on 8 
September 1866: 


° Duchy of Anhalt 
° Bremen 


° Duchy of Brunswick 


° Hamburg 
° Principality of Lippe 
Free City of Lubeck 

Grand Duchy of Oldenburg 
Kingdom of Prussia 
Principality of Reuss-Gera 
Duchy of Saxe-Altenburg 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha 
Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach 
Principality of Schaumburg-Lippe 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt 
Schwarzburg-Sondershausen 
Principality of Waldeck 


The following states submitted ratifications or accessions to the agreement at dates 
later in 1866: 


Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin®! 
Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Strelitz®! 

Grand Duchy of Hesse (northern parts only)“ 
Principality of Reuss-Greiz® 

Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen® 

Kingdom of Saxony"! 


The Duchy of Lauenburg was not formally a member of the treaty, but it was implicated 
in the agreement because its duke was, from 1865, the Prussian king. 


At the same time, the original East Prussian craddle of the Prussian statehood as well as 
the Prussian-held Polish- or Kashubian-speaking territories of Province of Posen, West 
Prussia, the Lauenburg and Butow Land and Draheim were formally annexed into 
Germany. 


the German Reich having 25 member states and 
unification of germany: "led by the Kingdom of 
Prussia of the Hohenzollerns on 18 January 
1871" 


Nice reference book for Prussian history: Iron 
Kingdom 

https://archive.org/details/ 
ironkingdomrisedOOchri/page/477/mode/1up? 


view=theater 
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Revolutions of 1848, german royalty 

Revolutions of 1848[edit] 

Caricature of Frederick William IV titled, “There should be no piece of paper between me and my 
people!”, referring to the constitution written by the liberal government. c. 1848-49 


When revolution broke out in Prussia in March 1848, part of the larger series 

of Revolutions of 1848, the king initially moved to repress it with the army, but on 19 
March he decided to recall the troops and place himself at the head of the movement. 
He committed himself to German unification, formed a liberal government, convened a 
national assembly, and ordered that a constitution be drawn up. Once his position was 
more secure, however, he quickly had the army reoccupy Berlin and in December 
dissolved the assembly. 


He did, however, remain dedicated to unification for a time, leading the Frankfurt 
Parliament to offer him the crown of Germany on 3 April 1849, which he refused, 
purportedly saying that he would not accept a "crown from the gutter" (German: "Krone 
aus der Gosse"). The King's refusal was rooted in his Romantic aspiration to re-establish 
the medieval Holy Roman Empire, comprising smaller, semi-sovereign monarchies 
under the limited authority of a Habsburg emperor. 


With the imperial crown offered to him by the parliamentarians of the Frankfurt National 
Assembly in hand, Prussian king Frederick William IV decides whether or not to accept it by 
counting off the buttons on his jacket: "Should | take it? Should | not? Should I?! Buttons, you 
want me to! Well, that's exactly why | won't!!", c. 1849 


Therefore, Frederick William would only accept the imperial crown after being elected 
by the German princes, as per the former empire's ancient customs. He expressed this 
sentiment in a letter to his sister the Empress Alexandra Feodorovna of Russia, in which 
he said the Frankfurt Parliament had overlooked that "in order to give, you would first of 
all have to be in possession of something that can be given." In the king's eyes, only a 
reconstituted College of Electors could possess such authority. 


With the failed attempt by the Frankfurt Parliament to include the Habsburgs in a newly 
unified German Empire, the Parliament turned to Prussia. Seeing Austrian ambivalence 
towards Prussia taking a more powerful role in German affairs, Frederick William began 
considering a Prussian-led union. All German states, excluding those of the Habsburgs, 
would be unified under Hohenzollern authority, and these two polities would be linked in 
an overarching political framework." Frederick William, therefore, did attempt to 
establish the Erfurt Union, a union of the German states except for Austria, but 
abandoned the idea by the Punctation of Olmütz on 29 November 1850, in the face of 
renewed Austrian and Russian resistance. The German Confederation remained the 
common government of German Europe. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick William_IV_of_Prussia 


Frederick married Victoria, Princess Royal, oldest child of Queen Victoria of the United 
Kingdom. 


Personal lifefedit] 


Early life and education[edit] 
Frederick William, ca. 1841 


Frederick William was born in the New Palace at Potsdam in Prussia on 18 October 
1831.4 He was a scion of the House of Hohenzollern, rulers of Prussia, then the most 
powerful of the German states. Frederick's father, Prince William, was the second son 
of King Frederick William IIl and, having been raised in the military traditions of the 
Hohenzollerns, developed into a strict disciplinarian. William fell in love with his 

cousin Elisa Radziwill, a princess of the Polish nobility, but the court felt Elisa's rank was 
not suitable for the bride of a Prussian prince and forced a more suitable match. The 
woman selected to be his wife, Princess Augusta of Saxe-Weimar, had been raised in 
the more intellectual and artistic atmosphere of Weimar, which gave its citizens greater 
participation in politics and limited the powers of its rulers through a constitution;™ 

11 Augusta was well known across Europe for her liberal views.“4 Because of their 
differences, the couple did not have a happy marriage and,““2 as a result, Frederick 
grew up in a troubled household, which left him with memories of a lonely childhood. 
1 He had one sister, Louise (later Grand Duchess of Baden), who was seven years his 
junior and very close to him. Frederick also had a very good relationship with his uncle, 


the future King Frederick William IV, who has been called "the romantic on the throne". 
[13]: 


Frederick grew up during a tumultuous political period as the concept of liberalism in 
Germany, which evolved during the 1840s, was gaining widespread and enthusiastic 
support.: The liberals sought a unified Germany and were constitutional 

monarchists who desired a constitution to ensure equal protection under the law, the 
protection of property, and the safeguarding of basic civil rights.“ Overall, the liberals 
desired a government ruled by popular representation.“ When Frederick was 17, these 
emergent nationalistic and liberal sentiments sparked a series of political 

uprisings across the German states and elsewhere in Europe. In Germany, their goal 
was to protect freedoms, such as the freedom of assembly and freedom of the press, 
and to create a German parliament and constitution.2“@" Although the uprisings 
ultimately brought about no lasting changes, liberal sentiments remained an influential 
force in German politics throughout Frederick's life.24 


In 1853, Frederick was initiated into Freemasonry by his father, then Prince William of 
Prussia, and would later become Master of the Order of the Grand Landlodge of the 
Freemasons of Germany. During his brief reign, he would serve as the patron of 

the German Freemasons. 


Marriage and family[edit] 
See also: Rulers of Germany family tree 


Victoria, Princess Royal—eldest daughter of Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom—whom 
Frederick married in 1858 


Frederick and his son, Wilhelm, in October 1863 at Balmoral castle 


Royal marriages of the 19th century were arranged to secure alliances and to maintain 
blood ties among the European nations. As early as 1851, Queen Victoria of the United 
Kingdom and her German-born husband, Prince Albert, were making plans to marry 
their eldest daughter, Victoria, Princess Royal, to Frederick. The royal dynasty in Britain 
was predominantly German; there was little British blood in Queen Victoria, and none in 
her husband.2 They desired to maintain their family's blood ties to Germany, and 
Prince Albert further hoped that the marriage would lead to the liberalization and 
modernization of Prussia. King Leopold | of Belgium, uncle of both Victoria and Albert, 
also favoured this pairing; he had long treasured Baron Stockmar's idea of a marriage 
alliance between Britain and Prussia.22 Frederick's father, Prince William, had no 
interest in the arrangement, hoping instead for a Russian grand duchess as his 
daughter-in-law.22 However, Princess Augusta was greatly in favour of a match for her 
son that would bring closer connections with Britain. In 1851, his mother sent 
Frederick to England, ostensibly to visit the Great Exhibition but in truth, she hoped that 
the cradle of liberalism and home of the industrial revolution would have a positive 
influence on her son. Prince Albert took Frederick under his wing during his stay but it 
was Albert's daughter, only eleven at the time, who guided the German prince around 
the Exhibition. Frederick only knew a few words of English, while Victoria could converse 
fluently in German. He was impressed by her mix of innocence, intellectual curiosity and 
simplicity, and their meeting proved to be a success. A regular exchange of letters 
between Victoria and Frederick followed.“ 


Frederick proposed to Victoria in 1855, when she was 14 years old. The betrothal of the 
young couple was announced on May 19, 1857, at Buckingham Palace and the Prussian 
Court,2" and their marriage took place on 25 January 1858 in the Chapel Royal of St. 
James's Palace, London. To mark the occasion, Frederick was promoted to major- 
general in the Prussian army. Although it was an arranged marriage, the newlyweds 
were compatible from the start and their marriage was a loving one;2#2 Victoria too 
had received a liberal education and shared her husband's views. Of the two, Victoria 
was the dominant one in the relationship.“ The couple often resided at the Crown 
Prince's Palace and had eight children: Wilhelm in 1859, Charlotte in 1860, Henry in 
1862, Sigismund in 1864, Victoria in 1866, Waldemar in 1868, Sophia in 1870 

and Margaret in 1872. Sigismund died at the age of 2 and Waldemar at age 11,’ and 
their eldest son, Wilhelm, suffered from a withered arm—probably Erb's Palsy due to his 
difficult and dangerous breech birth, although it could have also resulted from a mild 
case of cerebral palsy.2#221 Wilhelm, who became emperor after Frederick's death, 
shared none of his parents’ liberal ideas; his mother viewed him as a "complete 
Prussian".22 This difference in ideology created a rift between Wilhelm and his parents 
(which was exacerbated by Bismarck's interference), and relations between them were 
strained throughout their lives. 224 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_ IIl_German Emperor 
Religion([edit] 


Emperor Frederick III was a Lutheran member of the Evangelical State Church of 
Prussia's older Provinces. It was a United Protestant denomination, bringing 
together Reformed and Lutheran believers. 


The causes of the Franco-Prussian War are 
strongly rooted in the events surrounding the 
gradual march toward the unification of the 
German states under Otto von Bismarck. 


Second French Empire 


was the 18-year Imperial Bonapartist regime of Napoleon III from 14 January 1852 to 27 
October 1870, between the Second and the Third Republic of France. 


In international policy, Napoleon III tried to emulate his uncle Napoleon |, engaging in 
numerous imperial ventures around the world as well as several wars in Europe. He 
began his reign with French victories in Crimea and in Italy, gaining Savoy and Nice. 
Using very harsh methods, he built up the French Empire in North Africa and 

in Southeast Asia. Napoleon IIl also launched an intervention in Mexico seeking to erect 
a Second Mexican Empire and bring it into the French orbit, but this ended in a fiasco. 
He badly mishandled the threat from Prussia, and by the end of his reign, the French 
emperor found himself without allies in the face of overwhelming German force.” His 
rule was ended during the Franco-Prussian War, when he was captured by the Prussian 
army at Sedan in 1870, and dethroned by French republicans. He later died in exile in 
1873, living in the United Kingdom. 


History[edit] 
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Coup of 1851 [edit] 
Main article: 1851 French coup d'état 


On 2 December 1851, Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte, who had been elected President of 
the Republic, staged a coup d'état by dissolving the National Assembly without having 
the constitutional right to do so. He thus became sole ruler of France, and re- 
established universal suffrage, previously abolished by the Assembly. His decisions 
were popularly endorsed by a referendum later that month that attracted a 92 percent 
support. 


Religion([edit] 


The idea of Italian unification, which would inevitably end the temporal power of the 
popes, outraged French Catholics, who had been the leading supporters of the Empire. 
A keen Catholic opposition sprang up, voiced in Louis Veuillot's paper the Univers, and 
was not silenced even by the Syrian expedition (1860) in favour of the 

Catholic Maronite side of the Druze-Maronite conflict.22 


Ultramontane Catholicism, longing for close links to the Pope in Rome, played a pivotal 
role in the democratisation of culture. The pamphlet campaign led by Mgr Gaston de 
Ségur, at the height of the Italian question in February 1860, made the most of the 
freedom of expression enjoyed by the Catholic Church in France. The goal was to 
mobilise Catholic opinion and encourage the government to support the Pope. A major 
result of the Catholic ultramontane campaign was to trigger reforms in the cultural 
sphere, which also granted freedoms to their political enemies the Republicans and 
freethinkers.“2 


Although the Second Empire strongly favoured Catholicism, the official state religion, it 
tolerated Protestants and Jews, with no persecutions or pogroms. The state dealt with 
the small Protestant community of Calvinist and Lutheran churches, whose members 
included many prominent businessmen who supported the regime. The emperor's 
Decree Law of 26 March 1852 led to greater government interference in Protestant 
church affairs, thus reducing self-regulation in favor of Catholic bureaucrats who 
misunderstood and mistrusted Protestant doctrine. Their administration affected not 
only church-state relations but also the internal lives of Protestant communities.“ 


Napoleon III doubled the area of the French overseas Empire; he established French rule 
in New Caledonia, and Cochinchina, established a protectorate in Cambodia (1863); and 
colonised parts of Africa. He joined Britain in sending an army to China during 

the Second Opium War and the Taiping Rebellion (1860), but French ventures failed to 
establish influence in Japan (1867) and Korea (1866). 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second French Empire 


The Constitution of 1848 is the constitution passed in France on 4 November 1848 by 
the National Assembly, the constituent body of the Second French Republic. It was 
repealed on 14 January 1852 by the constitution of 1852 which profoundly changed the 
face of the Second Republic and served as the basis for the Second French Empire. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French Constitution of 1848 


Paul von Hindenburg: was a German field 
marshal and statesman who led the Imperial 
German Army during World War I. He later 
became President of Germany from 1925 and 
held the position until his death. During his 
presidency, he played a key role in the Nazi 
seizure of power in January 1933 when, under 
pressure from his advisers, he appointed Adolf 
Hitler as Chancellor of Germany. 
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Wars _and battles involving Prussia 


silisian wars, germany, 1740-1763: Maria 
Theresa's contested succession to the Habsburg 
monarchy under the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 
provided an opportunity for Prussia to 
strengthen itself relative to regional rivals such 
as Saxony and Bavaria. All three wars are 


generally considered to have ended in Prussian 
victories, and the first resulted in Austria's 
cession of the majority of Silesia to Prussia. 
Prussia emerged from the Silesian Wars as a 
new European great power and the leading state 
of Protestant Germany, while Catholic Austria's 
defeat by a lesser German power significantly 
damaged the House of Habsburg's prestige. The 
conflict over Silesia foreshadowed a wider 
Austro-Prussian struggle for hegemony over the 
German-speaking peoples, which would later 
culminate in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866. 


In the early 18th century Brandenburg-Prussia's ruling House of Hohenzollern held 
dynastic claims to several duchies within the Habsburg province of Silesia, a populous 
and prosperous region contiguous with Prussia's core territory in the Margraviate of 
Brandenburg.” Besides its value as a source of tax revenue, industrial output and 
military recruits, Silesia held great geostrategic importance to multiple parties. The 
valley of the Upper Oder formed a natural military conduit between Brandenburg, 

the Kingdom of Bohemia and the Margraviate of Moravia, and whichever power held the 
territory could threaten its neighbours. Silesia also lay along the north-eastern frontier 
of the Holy Roman Empire, allowing its controller to limit the influence of the Polish- 
Lithuanian Commonwealth and of the Russian Empire within Germany. 


Prussia[ edit] 


Prussia's unexpected victory over the Habsburg monarchy set it apart from German 
rivals such as Bavaria and Saxony,“ marking Prussia's rise to the status of a 

European great power,4 as well as the leading power of Protestant Germany. The 
kingdom had gained some 35,000 square kilometres (14,000 sq mi) of new territory and 
around a million new subjects in Glatz and Silesia, a populous and densely 
industrialised region that would contribute substantial manpower and taxes to the 
Prussian state.“"5! Geostrategically, Silesia also gave Prussia a threatening position with 
respect to Saxony and Austria and a strong defence against encirclement by Poland. 

21 Frederick's personal reputation was enormously enhanced by his successes in the 
wars, winning him the epithet "Frederick the Great".“= His debts to fortune (Russia's 
about-face after Elizabeth's death) and to British financial support were soon forgotten, 
while the memories of his energetic leadership and tactical genius were strenuously 
promoted. His small kingdom had defeated the Habsburg monarchy and defended its 
prize against Austria, Britain, Saxony, Russia, Sweden, and France, an accomplishment 
that appeared miraculous to contemporary observers. 2 


Though sometimes depicted as a key moment in Prussia's rise to greatness, the wars 
nonetheless left the kingdom's economy and population devastated, and much of the 
remainder of Frederick's reign was spent repairing the damage. To mitigate population 


losses, the King continued his father's policy of encouraging Protestant refugees from 
Catholic realms to resettle in Prussia.“2= The repeated currency devaluations imposed to 
finance the conflicts led to rapid inflation and great economic disruption in Prussia (and 
in occupied Saxony).42~ After the wars the state began using its network of military 
grain depots and the excise on grain to stabilise food prices and alleviate grain 
shortages. Prussia also established a rudimentary social welfare system for 
impoverished and disabled veterans of the Silesian Wars.2 


Prussia's armed forces experienced heavy casualties in the wars, and the officer corps 
was severely depleted. After the peace of Hubertusburg the state had neither the 
money nor the manpower to rebuild the army to what it had been at Frederick's 
accession.“ In the succeeding War of the Bavarian Succession (1778-1779) the 
Prussians fought poorly, despite again being personally led by Frederick, and the 
Prussian army did not fare well against revolutionary France in 1792-1795. In 1806 the 
Prussians were shattered by Napoleon's French at the Battle of Jena; only after a series 
of reforms motivated by the disasters of 1806-1807 did Prussian military power again 
begin to grow.: 


Austria[ edit] 


The defeats of the Silesian Wars cost the Habsburg monarchy its wealthiest province, 
1 and capitulating to a lesser German prince significantly dented the House of 
Habsburg's prestige.“ Prussia's confirmation as a first-rate power and the enhanced 
prestige of its king and army were long-term threats to Austria's hegemony in Germany. 
4041 Still, by winning Prussia's support for the imperial elections of her husband and son, 
Maria Theresa ensured the continuation of her family's titular preeminence in the Holy 
Roman Empire, though this was far less than she had hoped for.“° Defeat in the first 
two Silesian Wars at the hands of an enemy so apparently inferior created a strong 
impetus for change within the Habsburg Monarchy, resulting in the first wave of 
Theresian reforms: a broad restructuring of the Habsburg administration and military, 


and a total realignment of Habsburg foreign policy through the "Diplomatic Revolution". 
[106] 


After the renewed disappointment of the Third Silesian War, a second wave of Theresian 
reforms ensued. In 1761 the Habsburg monarchy implemented newly centralised 
administrative and policymaking bodies to streamline what had often been a chaotic 
executive process. The 1760s and 1770s saw vigorous efforts to improve tax collection, 
particularly in Lombardy and the Austrian Netherlands, which led to significant 
increases in state revenues.“ In 1766 the crown promulgated its first common code of 
laws, the Codex Theresianus, in an effort to unify the realm's legal systems." Aiming to 
increase the peasantry's ability to contribute to the state's tax base, Maria Theresa 
issued a series of Robot Patents between 1771 and 1778 restricting forced peasant 
labour in her German and Bohemian lands, and her son would carry the process further 
with his Serfdom Patent.2“! The state also implemented compulsory primary education 
and established a system of secular public schools. =% Beginning with these steps, wide- 
ranging efforts to modernise the Habsburg monarchy over the next half century grew 
out of Austria's defeats, culminating in the Josephinism of the 1780s." 


Brandenburg-Prussia's claims in Silesia were based, in part, on a 1537 inheritance 
treaty between the Silesian Piast Duke Frederick II of Legnica and the 
Hohenzollern Prince-Elector Joachim Il Hector of Brandenburg, whereby the Silesian 
Duchies of Liegnitz, Wohlau and Brieg were to pass to the Hohenzollerns of 
Brandenburg should the Piast dynasty in Silesia become extinct. At the time, the 
Habsburg King Ferdinand | of Bohemia (Silesia's feudal overlord) rejected the 
agreement and pressed the Hohenzollerns to repudiate it. In 1603, Hohenzollern 


Elector Joachim Ill Frederick of Brandenburg separately inherited the Silesian Duchy of 
Jagerndorf from his cousin, Margrave George Frederick of Brandenburg-Ansbach, and 
installed his second son, Johann Georg, as duke.“ 


Two generations later, the newly crowned Hohenzollern King Frederick II of 
Prussia formed designs on Silesia soon after succeeding to the throne in May 1740. 
n0 Frederick judged that his dynasty's claims were credible,“ and he had inherited from 
his father a large and well trained Prussian army and a healthy royal treasury." Austria 
was in financial distress, and its army had not been reinforced or reformed after an 
ignominious performance in the 1737-1739 Austro-Turkish War."2] The European 
strategic situation was favourable for an attack on Austria, as Britain and France were 
occupying each other's attentions in the War of Jenkins' Ear, and Sweden was moving 
toward war with Russia.22 The Electors of Bavaria and Saxony also had claims against 
Austria and seemed likely to join in the attack. Though the Hohenzollerns' dynastic 
claims provided a legalistic casus belli, considerations of Realpolitik and geostrategy 
played the leading role in provoking the war." 
: Wiki iki/Sil W 


real example of an aristocrat throwing someone 
in jail for simply reciting a poem that somebody 
else had wirtten... 


Arnim is known to this day for his remarks as Prussian Interior Minister during 

the Vormärz era concerning Heinrich Heine's poem The Silesian Weavers. The verses 
were published in the Vorwärts! weekly newspaper after an 1844 riot in the Province of 
Silesia, which later also inspired the drama The Weavers by Gerhart Hauptmann. In a 
report to King Frederick William IV he described Heine's poetry as "an address to the 
poor amongst the populace, held in an inflammatory tone and filled with criminal 
utterances" ("eine in aufrührerischem Ton gehaltene und mit verbrecherischen 
Außerungen angefüllte Ansprache an die Armen im Volke"). Subsequently, the Royal 
Prussian Kammergericht banned the poem, which in 1846 led to a prison sentence for a 
person who had dared to publicly recite it. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Heinrich_von_Arnim-Boitzenburg 


after attempting to enter the field of politics, 
businessman tries, but then quickly leaves due 
to the unrest caused by the 1848 european 


revolutions 

During the Revolutions of 1848 in Germany, Ludolf Camphausen stepped suddenly from 
his banker's desk at Cologne to the presidential chair of the Ministry of State at Berlin, 
being called by King Frederick William IV of Prussia to succeed Count Arnim- 
Boitzenburg as prime minister, on 29 March. Ludolf availed himself largely of his 
younger brother's (Otto) proven business talents, and the two might have succeeded 
had they not to encounter the insincerity of the monarch on the one side, and the 
distrust of the Radical and Progressist majority of the Assembly on the other side. 


germany, key education history stat: Several 
elements of the Humboldtian model heavily 
influenced and subsequently became part of the 
concept of the research university. The 
Humboldtian model goes back to Wilhelm von 
Humboldt, who in the time of the Prussian 
reforms relied on a growing, educated middle 
class to promote his claims about general 
education. 


Humboldt's educational model went beyond vocational training in Germany. In a letter 
to the Prussian king, he wrote: 


There are undeniably certain kinds of knowledge that must be of a general nature and, 
more importantly, a certain cultivation of the mind and character that nobody can afford 
to be without. People obviously cannot be good craftworkers, merchants, soldiers or 
businessmen unless, regardless of their occupation, they are good, upstanding and - 
according to their condition - well-informed human beings and citizens. If this basis is 
laid through schooling, vocational skills are easily acquired later on, and a person is 
always free to move from one occupation to another, as so often happens in life. 


The philosopher and former State Minister for Culture of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Julian Nida-RUmelin has criticized discrepancies between Humboldt's ideals 
and the contemporary European education policy, which narrowly understands 
education as preparation for the labor market, arguing instead that one needs to decide 
between McKinsey and Humboldt's ideals. 


The concept of holistic academic education (compare Bildung) was an idea of Wilhelm 
von Humboldt, a Prussian philosopher, government functionary and diplomat. As a privy 
councilor in the Interior Ministry, he reformed the Prussian education system according 
to humanist principles. He founded the University of Berlin (now the Humboldt 
University of Berlin), appointing distinguished scholars to both teach and conduct 
research there. Several scholars have labeled him the most influential education 
official in German history. Humboldt sought to create an educational system based on 
unbiased knowledge and analysis, combining research and teaching while allowing 
students to choose their own course of study. The University of Berlin was later named 
after him and his brother, the naturalist Alexander von Humboldt. 


Impactiedit] 


University of Berlin, now the Humboldt University of Berlin, c. 1850 


These principles, in particular the idea of the research-based university, rapidly made 
an impact both in Germany and abroad. The Humboldtian university concept profoundly 
influenced higher education throughout central, eastern, and northern Europe.” It was 
in competition with the post-Revolutionary French concept of the grandes écoles. The 
French system lacked the freedom of German universities and instead imposed severe 
discipline and control over curriculum, awarding of degrees, conformity of views, and 
personal habits, instituting, for example, a ban on beards in 1852.2 Universities built on 
the Humboldtian model have provided students with the ability to address recalcitrant 
problems, leading to major scientific breakthroughs with important economic effects. 
[25] 


American universities, starting with University of Virginia and then Johns Hopkins 
University, were early to adopt several of the German educational and scientific 
principles, which during the 20th century were globally recognized as valuable, 2227281221 


One flaw with the Humboldtian model is that unlike English universities, German 
universities traditionally did not provide housing for their students. Following in the 
footsteps of the great German universities, the University of California adhered to that 
rule for over 80 years after its 1868 founding.® After Clark Kerr became the first 
chancellor of UC Berkeley in 1952, he shifted UC Berkeley from the German model to 
the English model in which universities assume responsibility for providing and 
operating student housing.&" 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldtian model of higher education 


University of berlins history seems to be deeply intertwined with the world wars. 


It was established by Frederick William III on the initiative of Wilhelm von 

Humboldt, Johann Gottlieb Fichte and Friedrich Ernst Daniel Schleiermacher as 

the University of Berlin (Universitat zu Berlin) in 1809, and opened in 1810,” making 
it the oldest of Berlin's four universities. From 1828 until its closure in 1945, it was 
named Friedrich Wilhelm University (German: Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat) = 

21 During the Cold War, the university found itself in East Berlin and was de facto split in 
two when the Free University of Berlin opened in West Berlin. The university received its 
current name in honour of Alexander and Wilhelm von Humboldt in 1949," 


It was regarded as the world's preeminent university for the natural sciences during the 
19th and early 20th century, as the university is linked to major breakthroughs in 
physics and other sciences by its professors, such as Albert Einstein.“ Past and present 
faculty and notable alumni include 57 Nobel Prize laureates (the most of any German 
university by a substantial margin), as well as eminent philosophers, sociologists, 


artists, lawyers, politicians, mathematicians, scientists, and heads of state; among them 
are: Albert Einstein, Hermann von Helmholtz, Emil du Bois-Reymond, Robert 

Koch, Theodor Mommsen, Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Otto von Bismarck, W. E. B. Du 
Bois, Angela Davis, Arthur Schopenhauer, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Walter 
Benjamin, Max Weber, Georg Simmel, Karl Liebknecht, Ernst Cassirer, Heinrich 

Heine, Eduard Fraenkel, Max Planck and the Brothers Grimm. 


As one of Germany's most prestigious institutions of higher education, Humboldt- 
Universitat zu Berlin has been conferred the title of "University of Excellence" under 
the German Universities Excellence Initiative. 
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Eugen Fischer 


Eugen Fischer in 1934 


Born 5 July 1874 
Karlsruhe, Grand Duchy of 
Baden, German Empire 
Died 9 July 1967 (aged 93) 
Freiburg im Breisgau, West Germany 


Nationality German 


Occupation Professor 
Known for Nazi eugenics 


Political Nazi Party 


party | 


Eugen Fischer (5 July 1874 - 9 July 1967) was a German professor 

of medicine, anthropology, and eugenics, and a member of the Nazi Party. He served as 
director of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Anthropology, Human Heredity, and Eugenics, 
and also served as rector of the Frederick William University of Berlin. 


Fischer's ideas informed the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 which served to justify the Nazi 
Party's belief in German racial superiority to other "races", and especially the Jews. 

| Adolf Hitler read Fischer's work while he was imprisoned in 1923 and he used 
Fischer's eugenic notions in support of a pure Aryan society in his manifesto, Mein 
Kampf (My Struggle). 


Fischer was born in Karlsruhe, Grand Duchy of Baden, in 1874. He studied 

medicine, folkloristics, history, anatomy, and anthropology 

in Berlin, Freiburg and Munich.” In 1918, he joined the Anatomical Institute in Freiburg, 
81 part of the University of Freiburg." 


In 1927, Fischer became the director of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Anthropology, 
Human Heredity, and Eugenics (KWI-A), a role for which he'd been recommended the 
prior year by Erwin Baur." 


In 1933 Fischer signed the Vow of allegiance of the Professors of the German 
Universities and High-Schools to Adolf Hitler and the National Socialistic State. 


In 1933, Adolf Hitler appointed him rector of the Frederick William University of Berlin, 
now Humboldt University. Fischer retired from the university in 1942. Otmar Freiherr 
von Verschuer was a student of Fischer. 


After the war, he completed his memoirs, it is believed that in them he lessened his role 
in the genocidal programme of Nazi Germany. He died in 1967. 


Early work{edit! 


Head of Herero prisoner at Shark Island used for medical experimentation. 


In 1906, Fischer conducted field research in German South West Africa (now Namibia). 
He studied the Basters, offspring of German or Boer men and Black African (Khoekhoe) 
women in that area. His study concluded with a call to prevent the production of a 
"mixed race" by the prohibition of "mixed marriages" such as those which he had 
studied. It included human experimentation on the Herero and Namaqua people. He 
argued that while the existing "Mischling" descendants of the mixed marriages might be 
useful for Germany, he recommended that they should not continue to reproduce. His 
recommendations were followed and by 1912 interracial marriage was prohibited 
throughout the German colonies.“““4., As a precursor to his experiments on Jews in Nazi 
Germany, he collected bones and skulls for his studies, in part from medical 


experimentation on African prisoners of war in Namibia during the Herero and Namaqua 
Genocide. 21431 


His ideas which were related to the maintenance of the apparent purity of races, 
influenced future German Nazi legislation on race, including the Nuremberg laws.“4 


In 1927, Fischer was a speaker at the World Population Conference which was held in 
Geneva, Switzerland.) 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugen_ Fischer 
Rhineland Bastard 


Rhineland Bastard (German: Rheinlandbastarad) was a derogatory term used in Nazi 
Germany to describe Afro-Germans, believed fathered by French Army personnel of 
African descent who were stationed in the Rhineland during its occupation by France 
after World War |. There is evidence that other Afro-Germans, born from unions between 
German men and African women in former German colonies in Africa, were also referred 
to as Rheinlandbastarde. 


After 1933, under Nazi racial theories, Afro-Germans deemed to 
be Rheinlandbastarde were persecuted. They were rounded up in a campaign 
of compulsory sterilization. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhineland_ Bastard 


See also[edit] 


e Karl Binding 

e josef Mengele 

e Nazi eugenics 

e Nazi human experimentation 

e Nazi racial theories 

e Otmar Freiherr von Verschuer 
e Racial policy of Nazi Germany 
e Racism in Germany 

e Scientific racism 

e Subsequent Nuremberg trials 
e Doctors' Trial 

e Anthropometry 

e =©Fischer-Saller scale 


e Shark Island Concentration Camp 
e Rhineland Bastards 


- Frederick ITI was a reputed liberal and 
married to the United Kingdom's liberal 
Princess Royal Victoria. He died after only 
99 days of rule on 15 June 1888. Frederick's 


son, Wilhelm II, then succeeded to the 
throne at age 29, eventually going on tol 
lead germany into WW1. The end of WW1 


led to the fall of the german empire 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_of the Three Emperors 


The three different emperors who ruled over Germany during this year 
were Wilhelm |, Frederick Ill and Wilhelm II. 


Following the death of Frederick William IV in 1861, Wilhelm | became King of 
Prussia. 
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https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw19427 7/Frederick-lll- 
Emperor-of-Germany-and-King-of-Prussia-Victoria-Empress-of-Germany-and- 
Queen-of-Prussia 


—_—. 


Kaiser Wilhelm I, King Alfonso XII, 
King Carlos I, Victoria, Princess 
Royal, Prince Albert Edward of 
Wales (Edward VII), Crown Prince 
Frederick William (Frederick Ill), 
Prince Wilhelm of Prussia 
(Wilhelm II) and other royals at 
Homburg Castle in 1883 [1612 x 
1035] 


redditdotcom/r/HistoryPorn/comments/pividz/ 
kaiser_wilhelm_i_king_alfonso_xii_king_carlos_i/ 


queen victoria the grandmother of europe with/ 


Crown prince Wilhelm and 
princess Victoria Louise, both 
children of Kaiser Wilhelm Il, 
posing in hussar uniforms. 1910's 
[465x771] 


unification of Germany, 1866 


Participan ¢ First phase: 
ts o Kingdom of Prussia (enlarged) as a 
whole 
Oo Kingdom of Saxony 


O Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin 


Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz 

Grand Duchy of Oldenburg 
Grand Duchy of Saxe-Weimar- 
Eisenach 

Duchy of Anhalt 

Duchy of Brunswick 
Duchy of Saxe-Altenburg 
Duchy of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha 
Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen 


Principality of Lippe 
Principality of Reuss-Gera 
Principality of Reuss-Greiz 
Principality of Schaumburg-Lippe 
Principality of Schwarzburg- 
Rudolstadt 
Principality of Schwarzburg- 

Sondershausen 

Oo Principality of Waldeck and 
Pyrmont 

Second phase: 


o Kingdom of Bavaria 
o Kingdom of Württemberg 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


(e) 


Grand Duchy of Baden 
Grand Duchy of Hesse 


Free Hanseatic City of Bremen 


O O OO 


Free and Hanseatic City of 
Hamburg 
o Free and Hanseatic City of Lübeck 


Austria and Prussia were the most powerful 
states in the Holy Roman Empire by the 18th 
and 19th centuries and had engaged in a 
struggle for supremacy in Germany.; Both 
countries were the main Central Powers during 
World War I (1914-1918). 


Both opponents first met in the Silesian Wars and Seven Years' War during the middle 
18th century until the conflict's culmination in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866. 


The German term is Deutscher Dualismus (literally German dualism), which does not 
cover only rivalry but also cooperation, for example in the Napoleonic Wars. Indeed, 

both powers did jointly dominate the German Confederation which functioned only in 
times of cooperation (1815-1848 and 1851-1859). They still fought on the same side 
(against Denmark) in the Second Schleswig War (1864). 


After 1866 (North German Confederation) and 1871, the new German nation state was 
dominated by Prussia. As Austria (or Austria-Hungary, since 1867) no longer struggled 
over the hegemony in Germany, the term Deutscher Dualismus became meaningless. 
Germany and Austria-Hungary soon became close allies, as proven by the Zweibund of 
1879. Both countries were the main Central Powers during World War I (1914-1918). 
After that war, Austria-Hungary fell apart, and Germany became a republic. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austro-Prussian rivalr 


The House of Hohenzollern came to the throne of Brandenburg in 1415. In 

1417, Frederick | moved its capital from Brandenburg an der Havel to Berlin. By 1535, 
the electorate had an area of some 10,000 square miles (26,000 km?) and a population 
of 400,000. Under Hohenzollern leadership, Brandenburg grew rapidly in power during 
the 17th century and inherited the Duchy of Prussia. The resulting Brandenburg- 
Prussia was the predecessor of the Kingdom of Prussia, which became a leading 
German state during the 18th century. Although the electors' highest title was "King 
in/of Prussia", their power base remained in Brandenburg and its capital Berlin. 


The Margraviate of Brandenburg ended with the dissolution of the Holy Roman 

Empire in 1806. It was replaced after the Napoleonic Wars with the Prussian Province of 
Brandenburg in 1815. The Hohenzollern Kingdom of Prussia was the primary driving 
force behind the unification of Germany. The Prussian-dominated North German 
Confederation later transformed in 1871 into the German Empire was the legal 
predecessor of the united German Reich of 1871-1945, and as such a direct ancestor of 
the present-day Federal Republic of Germany, 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margraviate_of Brandenburg 


Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil 
Service: one of the first anti-Semitic and racist 
laws to be passed in Germany. 


Article 1 of the Law claimed that in order to re-establish a "national" and "professional" 
civil service, members of certain groups of tenured civil servants were to be dismissed. 
1 Civil servants who were not of Aryan descent were to retire. Non-Aryans were defined 
as someone descended from non-Aryans, especially those descended 

from Jewish parents, or grandparents. Members of the Communist Party, or any related 
or associated organisation were to be dismissed.“ This meant that Jews, other non 
Aryans, and political opponents could not serve as teachers, professors, judges, or other 
government positions. Shortly afterwards, a similar law was passed 

concerning lawyers, doctors, tax consultants, musicians, and notaries. 


As the law was first drafted by the Interior Minister Wilhelm Frick, all those of "non- 
Aryan descent" were to be fired immediately at the Reich, Lander and municipal levels 
of government. However, the President of Germany, Paul von Hindenburg objected to 
the bill until it had been amended to exclude three classes of civil servants from the 
ban: 


e World War! veterans who had served at the front 

e those who had been in the civil service continuously since 1 August 1914 (/.e. since 
the start of the War) 

e those who lost a father or son in combat in the Great War”! 


Hitler agreed to these amendments and the bill was signed into law on 7 April 1933. In 
practice, the amendments excluded most Jewish civil servants and not until after 
Hindenburg's death in 1934, were they disallowed. Nonetheless, passage of the law was 
a crucial turning point in the history of German Jewry, for it marked the first time since 
the last German Jews had been emancipated in 1871 that an anti-Semitic law had been 
passed in Germany. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service 


german colonial empire, read later 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_colonial_empire 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_colonization_of Africa 


a? 


House of Hohenzollern 


a German royal (and from 1871 to 1918, imperial) dynasty whose members were 
variously princes, electors, kings and emperors of Hohenzollern, Brandenburg, Prussia, 
the German Empire, and Romania. The family came from the area around the town 

of Hechingen in Swabia during the late 11th century and took their name 

from Hohenzollern Castle. The first ancestors of the Hohenzollerns were mentioned in 
1061. 


The Hohenzollern family split into two branches, the Catholic Swabian branch and 

the Protestant Franconian branch, which ruled the Burgraviate of Nuremberg and later 
became the Brandenburg-Prussian branch. The Swabian branch ruled the principalities 
of Hohenzollern-Hechingen and Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen until 1849, and also 

ruled Romania from 1866 to 1947. Members of the Franconian branch 

became Margrave of Brandenburg in 1415 and Duke of Prussia in 1525. 


The Margraviate of Brandenburg and the Duchy of Prussia were ruled in personal 
union after 1618 and were called Brandenburg-Prussia. From there, the Kingdom of 
Prussia was created in 1701, eventually leading to the unification of Germany and the 
creation of the German Empire in 1871, with the Hohenzollerns as hereditary German 
Emperors and Kings of Prussia. 


Germany's defeat in World War I in 1918 led to the German 
Revolution. The Hohenzollerns were overthrown and 

the Weimar Republic was established, thus bringing an end 
to the German and Prussian monarchy. Georg Friedrich, 
Prince of Prussia is the current head of the formerly royal 
Prussian line, while Karl Friedrich, Prince of Hohenzollern is 
the head of the formerly princely Swabian line.‘ 


German Emperors (1871-1918) [edit] 
Main article: German Emperor 


Prussia in the German Empire, 1871-1918 


In 1871, the German Empire was proclaimed. With the accession of William 

| to the newly established imperial German throne, the titles of King of 
Prussia, Duke of Prussia and Elector of Brandenburg were always attached to 
the title of German Emperor. 


Prussia's Minister President Otto von Bismarck convinced William that 
German Emperor instead of Emperor of Germany would be appropriate. He 
became primus inter pares among other German sovereigns. 


William Il intended to develop a German navy capable of challenging 

Britain's Royal Navy. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria on 28 June 1914 set off the chain of events that led to World War I. As 
a result of the war, the German, Russian, Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman 
empires ceased to exist. 


In 1918, the German empire was abolished and replaced by the Weimar 
Republic. After the outbreak of the German revolution in 1918, both Emperor 
William Il and Crown Prince William signed the document of abdication. 


William | (1871-1888) 


Frederick Ill (1888) 


William II (1888-1918) 


Brandenburg-Prussian branch since 1918 abdication{edit] 


Georg Friedrich, the head of the Prussian Hohenzollerns and his wife 


In June 1926, a referendum on expropriating the formerly ruling princes of 

Germany without compensation failed and as a consequence, the financial situation of 
the Hohenzollern family improved considerably. A settlement between the state and the 
family made Cecilienhof property of the state but granted a right of residence to Crown 
Prince Wilhelm and his wife Cecilie. The family also kept the ownership of Monbijou 
Palace in Berlin, Olesnica Castle in Silesia, Rheinsberg Palace, Schwedt Palace and other 
property until 1945. 


Since the abolition of the German monarchy, no Hohenzollern claims to imperial or royal 


prerogatives are recognized by Germany's Basic Law for the Federal Republic of 
Germany of 1949, which guarantees a republic. 


The communist government of the Soviet occupation zone expropriated all landowners 
and industrialists; the House of Hohenzollern lost almost all of its fortune, retaining a 
few company shares and Hohenzollern Castle in West Germany. The Polish government 
appropriated the Silesian property and the Dutch government seized Huis Doorn, the 
Emperor's seat in exile. 


After German reunification, however, the family was legally able to reclaim their 
portable property, namely art collections and parts of the interior of their former 
palaces. Negotiations on the return of or compensation for these assets are not yet 
completed. 


The Berlin Palace, home of the German monarchs, was rebuilt in 2020. The Berlin Palace 
and the Humboldt Forum are located in the middle of Berlin. 


Order of succession([edit] 


Name TORRE ts Relation to predecessor 
reign 
: 1918- Succeeded himself as pretender to 
Wilhelm II 1941 the throne. 
: ; 1941- 
Crown Prince Wilhelm 1951 Son of 
Louis Ferdinand, Prince of | 1951- Sonor 
Prussia 1994 
Georg Friedrich, Prince of | since dooi 
Prussia 1994 


Carl Friedrich, Prince of 


p : Son of (heir apparent) 
russia 


e Wilhelm II, the last incumbent of the throne 


e Crown Prinz Wilhelm 


Louis Ferdinand 


° Georg Friedrich 
The head of the house is the titular King of Prussia and German Emperor. He also bears 
a historical claim to the title of Prince of Orange. Members of this line style themselves 
princes of Prussia. 


Georg Friedrich, Prince of Prussia, the current head of the royal Prussian House of 
Hohenzollern, was married to Princess Sophie of Isenburg on 27 August 2011. On 20 
January 2013, she gave birth to twin sons, Carl Friedrich Franz Alexander and Louis 
Ferdinand Christian Albrecht, in Bremen. Carl Friedrich, the elder of the two, is the heir 
apparent.: 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
House_of Hohenzollern 


The denarius: silver roman coin from its 
introduction in the Second Punic War c. 211 
BC[1] to the reign of Gordian III (AD 238-244), 
when it was gradually replaced by the 
antoninianus 


The word dēnārius is derived from the Latin dēn/ “containing ten", as its value was 
originally of 10 assēs.1* The word for "money" descends from it in Italian (denaro), 
Slovene (denar), Portuguese (dinheiro), and Spanish (dinero). Its name also survives in 
the dinar currency. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denarius 


Germany, history: German Confederation: 
created by the Congress of Vienna in 1815 asa 
replacement to the former Holy Roman Empire, 
which had been dissolved in 1806. dissolved 
after the victory of the Kingdom of Prussia in 
the Seven Weeks' War over the Austrian Empire 
in 1866. The dispute over which had the 
inherent right to rule German lands ended in 
favour of Prussia, leading to the creation of the 
North German Confederation under Prussian 
leadership in 1867 


A number of South German states remained independent until they joined the North 
German Confederation, which was renamed and proclaimed as the "German Empire" in 
1871, as the unified Germany (aside from Austria) with the Prussian king as emperor 
(Kaiser) after the victory over French Emperor Napoleon Ill in the Franco-Prussian War of 
1870. 


The German revolutions of 1848-1849, motivated by liberal, democratic, socialist, and 
nationalist sentiments, attempted to transform the Confederation into a unified German 
federal state with a liberal constitution (usually called the Frankfurt Constitution in 
English). The Federal Convention was dissolved on 12 July 1848, but was re-established 
in 1850 after the revolution was crushed by Austria, Prussia, and other states. 


The War of the Third Coalition lasted from about 1803 to 1806. Following defeat at 
the Battle of Austerlitz by the French under Napoleon in December 1805, Holy Roman 
Emperor Francis || abdicated, and the Empire was dissolved on 6 August 1806. 


The member states, drastically reduced to 39 from more than 300 (see K/e/nstaatere/) 
under the Holy Roman Empire, were recognized as fully sovereign. The members 
pledged themselves to mutual defense, and joint maintenance of the 

fortresses at Mainz, the city of Luxembourg, Rastatt, Ulm, and Landau. 


However, the defeat of Napoleon enabled conservative and reactionary regimes such as 
those of the Kingdom of Prussia, the Austrian Empire, and Tsarist Russia to survive, 


laying the groundwork for the Congress of Vienna and the alliance that strove to oppose 
radical demands for change ushered in by the French Revolution. With Austria's position 
on the continent now intact and ostensibly secure under its reactionary 

premier Klemens von Metternich, the Habsburg empire would serve as a barrier to 
contain the emergence of Italian and German nation-states as well, in addition to 
containing France. But this reactionary balance of power, aimed at blocking German 
and Italian nationalism on the continent, was precarious. 


After Napoleon's final defeat in 1815, the surviving member states of the defunct Holy 
Roman Empire joined to form the German Confederation (Deutscher Bund)—a rather 
loose organization, especially because the two great rivals, the Austrian Empire and 
the Kingdom of Prussia, each feared domination by the other. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ Confederation 
Creation[edit] 


The state of North Rhine-Westphalia was established by the British military 
administration's "Operation Marriage" on 23 August 1946, by merging the province of 
Westphalia and the northern parts of the Rhine Province, both being political divisions of 
the former state of Prussia within the German Reich.“ On 21 January 1947, the former 
state of Lippe was merged with North Rhine-Westphalia.“ The constitution of North 
Rhine-Westphalia was then ratified through a referendum. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_ Rhine-Westphalia 


A social history of Germany. 


This book covers the important period of german history, from 1800-1914, that should 
help one understand the power dynamics that lead to up world war 1. Start on p175 


https://archive.org/details/socialhistoryofgO000saga/page/182/mode/lup 


German noble family whose line can be traced back to the 1100's....Why have I not 
heard of these people before?! They are an example of the german prices that could 
vote in the holy roman empire. | haven't quite looked into it yet, so this definitely fast 
tracked the whole process. What even more interesting is tha tthey are apparently still 
alive, with some ofthem oewning important land. 


The House of Hohenlohe (pronounced [ho:an'lo:3]) is a former German princely 
dynasty. It ruled an immediate territory within the Holy Roman Empire which was 
divided between several branches. The Hohenlohes became imperial counts in 1450. 
The county was divided numerous times and split into several principalities in the 18th 
century. 


In 1806 the Princes of Hohenlohe lost their independence 

through mediatisation initialized by Napoleon, and their lands became parts of the 
kingdoms of Bavaria and of Wurttemberg by the Act of the Confederation of the 

Rhine (12 July 1806), a confederation of client states of the First French Empire. In 
1806 the area of Hohenlohe was 1,760 km? and its estimated population was 108,000. 


Having lost their Imperial immediacy, the Princes of Hohenlohe still kept their private 
possessions. Until the German Revolution of 1918-19, just as other mediatized families, 


they also retained important political privileges. They were considered equal by birth 
(Ebenburtigkeit) to the European sovereign houses. 

In Bavaria, Prussia and Wurttemberg the Princes of Hohenlohe received hereditary seats 
in the Houses of Lords. In 1825, the German Confederation recognized the right of all 
members of the house to be styled Serene Highness (Durchlaucht), with the 

title Furst for the heads of its branches, and princes/princesses for the other members. 


The Hohenlohes were Imperial Counts having two voices in the Diet (or Assembly, 
called Kreistag) of the Franconian Circle.™ They also had six voices in the Franconian 
College of Imperial Counts (Frankisches Reichsgrafenkollegium) of the Imperial 

Diet (Reichstag). The right to vote in the Imperial Diet gave a German noble family the 
status of imperial state (Re/chsstande) and made them belong to the High Nobility 
(Hoher Ade/), on a par with ruling princes and dukes. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Hohenlohe#Partitions of Hohenlohe under House _of Hohenlohe rule 


Berlin grew from 172,000 people in 1800 to 826,000 in 1870 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German Confederation 


The Bourbon Restoration was the period of French history during which the House of 
Bourbon returned to power after the first fall of Napoleon on 3 May 1814. Briefly 
interrupted by the Hundred Days War in 1815, the Restoration lasted until the July 
Revolution of 26 July 1830. Louis XVIII and Charles X, brothers of the executed 

King Louis XVI, successively mounted the throne and instituted a conservative 
government intended to restore the proprieties, if not all the institutions, of the Ancien 
Régime. Exiled supporters of the monarchy returned to France but were unable to 
reverse most of the changes made by the French Revolution. Exhausted by decades of 
war, the nation experienced a period of internal and external peace, stable economic 
prosperity and the preliminaries of industrialization.“ 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourbon Restoration in France 


Louis Philippe remained in exile for 21 years until the Bourbon Restoration. He was 
proclaimed king in 1830 after his cousin Charles X was forced to abdicate by the July 
Revolution (and because of the Spanish renunciation). The reign of Louis Philippe is 
known as the July Monarchy and was dominated by wealthy industrialists and bankers. 
He followed conservative policies, especially under the influence of French 

statesman Francois Guizot during the period 1840-1848. He also promoted friendship 
with Great Britain and sponsored colonial expansion, notably the French conquest of 
Algeria. His popularity faded as economic conditions in France deteriorated in 1847, and 
he was forced to abdicate after the outbreak of the French Revolution of 1848. 


He lived for the remainder of his life in exile in the United Kingdom. His supporters were 
known as Orléanists. The Legitimists supported the main line of the House of Bourbon, 
and the Bonapartists supported the Bonaparte family, which includes Napoleon 

l and Napoleon Ill. 


Among his grandchildren were the monarchs Leopold || of Belgium, Empress Carlota of 
Mexico, Ferdinand | of Bulgaria, and Queen Mercedes of Spain. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis Philippe | 


Dissolution of the Confederation{edit] 
Rise of Bismarck[ edit] 


A new generation of statesmen responded to popular demands for national unity for 
their own ends, continuing Prussia's tradition of autocracy and reform from above. 
Germany found an able leader to accomplish the seemingly paradoxical task of 
conservative modernization. In 1851, Bismarck was appointed by King Wilhelm | of 
Prussia (the future Kaiser Wilhelm I) to circumvent the liberals in the Landtag of Prussia, 
who resisted Wilhelm's autocratic militarism. Bismarck told the Diet, "The great 
questions of the day are not decided by speeches and majority votes ... but by blood 
and iron" - that is, by warfare and industrial might.£2 Prussia already had a great army; 
it was now augmented by rapid growth of economic power. 


Gradually, Bismarck subdued the more restive elements of the middle class with a 
combination of threats and reforms, reacting to the revolutionary sentiments expressed 
in 1848 by providing them with the economic opportunities for which the urban middle 
sectors had been fighting.2! 


Seven Weeks' War'[edit] 


The German Confederation ended as a result of the Austro-Prussian War of 1866 
between the Austrian Empire and its allies on one side and the Kingdom of Prussia and 
its allies on the other. The Confederation had 33 members immediately before its 
dissolution. In the Prague peace treaty, on 23 August 1866, Austria had to accept that 
the Confederation was dissolved.&2 The following day, the remaining member states 
confirmed the dissolution. The treaty allowed Prussia to create a 

new Bundesverhdaltnis (a new kind of federation) in the North of Germany. The South 
German states were allowed to create a South German Confederation but this did not 
come into existence. 


North German Confederation([ecdit] 


Prussia created the North German Confederation in 1867, a federal state combining all 
German states north of the river Main and also the Hohenzollern territories in Swabia. 
Besides Austria, the South German states Bavaria, Wurttemberg, Baden, and Hesse- 
Darmstadt remained separate from the rest of Germany. However, due to the 
successful prosecution of the Franco-Prussian War, the four southern states joined the 
North German Confederation by treaties in November 1870.22 


German Empire[edit] 


As the Franco-Prussian War drew to a close, King Ludwig Il of Bavaria was persuaded to 
ask King Wilhelm to assume the crown of the new German Empire. On 1 January 1871, 
the Empire was declared by the presiding princes and generals in the Hall of Mirrors in 
the Palace of Versailles, near Paris. The Diet of the North German Confederation moved 
to rename the North German Confederation as the German Empire and gave the title 
of German Emperor to the King of Prussia.2, The new constitution of the state, 

the Constitution of the German Confederation, effectively transformed the Diet of the 
Confederation into the German Parliament (Re/chstag).2& 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_ Confederation 


https://archive.org/details/socialhistoryofgO000saga/page/187/mode/2up 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_ Prussia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_ Rhine-Westphalia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Wars 


The Free State of Prussia (German: Freistaat Preußen, pronounced |, fxaifta:t 'pwoisn] ( 

listen)) was one of the constituent states of Germany from 1918 to 1947. The successor 
to the Kingdom of Prussia after the defeat of the German Empire in World War |, it 
continued to be the dominant state in Germany during the Weimar Republic, as it had 
been during the empire, even though most of Germany's post-war territorial losses in 
Europe had come from its lands. It was home to the federal capital Berlin and had 62% 
of Germany's territory and 61% of its population. Prussia changed from the 
authoritarian state it had been in the past and became a parliamentary democracy 
under its 1920 constitution. During the Weimar period it was governed almost entirely 
by pro-democratic parties and proved more politically stable than the Republic itself. 
With only brief interruptions, the Social Democratic Party (SPD) provided the Minister 
President. Its Ministers of the Interior, also from the SPD, pushed republican reform of 
the administration and police, with the result that Prussia was considered a bulwark of 
democracy within the Weimar Republic. 


As a result of the Prussian coup d'état instigated by Reich Chancellor Franz von Papen in 
1932, the Free State was subordinated to the Reich government and deprived of its 
independence. Prussia had thus de facto ceased to exist before the Nazi Party seized 
power in 1933, even though a Prussian government under Hermann Goring continued to 
function formally until 1945. After the end of the Second World War, by decree of 

the Allied Control Council, the de jure abolition of Prussia occurred on 25 February 1947. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free State _of Prussia 


Stats, censorship, history: book-burning, example: 
univeristy of berlin, nazi regime, 1933 


After 1933, like all German universities, Friedrich Wilhelm University was affected by 
the Nazi regime. The rector during this period was Eugen Fischer. It was from the 
university's library that some 20,000 books by "degenerates" and opponents of the 
regime were taken to be burned on 10 May of that year in the Opernplatz (now 

the Bebelplatz) for a demonstration protected by the SA that also featured a speech 
by Joseph Goebbels. A monument to this can now be found in the center of the square, 
consisting of a glass panel opening onto an underground white room with empty shelf 
space for 20,000 volumes and a plaque, bearing an epigraph from an 1820 work 

by Heinrich Heine: "Das war ein Vorspiel nur, dort wo man Bucher verbrennt, verbrennt 
man am Ende auch Menschen" ("This was but a prelude; where they burn books, they 
ultimately burn people"). 


The Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service (German "Gesetz zur 
Wiederherstellung des Berufsbeamtentums") resulted in 250 Jewish professors and 
employees being fired from Friedrich Wilhelm University during 1933-1934 and 
numerous doctorates being withdrawn. Students and scholars and political opponents of 


Nazis were ejected from the university and often deported. During this time nearly one 
third of all of the staff were fired by the Nazis. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldt_University_of_Berlin#Early_history 


Russia Suspended New START Because Of 
Attacks On Strategic Sites 


"We know that those attacks would never be possible in absence of a very deep 
& sophisticated assistance by the US to the Ukrainian military." 


All Portland Walmart Stores To "Permanently 
Close" Amid Theft Wave 


All Portland Walmart Stores To 
“Permanently Close" Amid Theft 
Wave 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 04, 2023 - 07:00 PM 


In order to address the issue of shoplifting and retail theft, the final two 
Walmart stores in the city of Portland will shutter their doors in late 
March. 


FOX 12 Oregon reported that the Walmart locations at 1123 North Hayden 
Meadows Drive and 4200 Southeast 82nd Avenue at the Eastport Plaza would 
close on Mar. 24. 


"The decision to close these stores was made after a careful review of their 
overall performance. We consider many factors, including current and 

projected financial performance, location, population, customer needs, and 
the proximity of other nearby stores when making these difficult decisions. After 
we decide to move forward, our focus is on our associates and their transition, 
which is the case here," a spokesperson with Walmart told the local media 
outlet. 


Discover Credit Cards Will Track Gun Purchases 
From April 


Residents Told To Shelter In Place After Norfolk 


Southern Freight Train Derails In Ohio 

Another Norfolk Southern freight train has derailed in Ohio. 

"The Clark County Emergency Management Agency is asking residents within 
1,000 feet of a train derailment at Ohio 41 near the Prime Ohio 


Business Park to shelter-in-place out of an abundance of caution," the 
county wrote in a Facebook post. 


The post continued, "We ask that all residents in need of travel to Ohio 41 find 
alternate routes. Local and state officials are on scene, including the 
Springfield Fire Rescue Division and the Springfield Police Department." 


WHO Urges Countries To Reveal Intel On COVID 
Origins After FBI Director's Statements 


These Are The Most (And Least) Expensive 
Cities To Live In 


These Are The Most (And Least) 
Expensive Cities To Live In 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAR 04, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


There are many benefits to living in an iconic city like New York or 
Singapore, but the amenities and exclusivity can come at a high cost. 


As Visual Capitalist's Avery Koop details below, cities become “expensive” due 
to a variety of factors such as high demand for housing, a concentration of high- 
paying businesses and industries, and a high standard of living. Additionally, 
factors such as taxes, transportation costs, and availability of goods and 
services can also contribute to the overall cost of living in global cities. 


The infographic above uses data from EIU to rank the world most and least 
expensive cities to live in. To make the list, the EIU examines 400+ prices for 


over 200 products and services in 172 cities, surveying a variety of businesses 
to track price fluctuations over the last year. 


Inflation + Strong Currency = Expensive 
Cities 
If you live in a city where many residents find it challenging to put a roof over 


their heads, food on their plates, and make ends meet, you live in an expensive 
city. 


But if this inflation is compounded with a strong national currency, you may live 
in one of the world’s most expensive cities. 


Rank City Country index Score 
#1 Singapore ™ Singapore 100 
#1 New York eus 100 
#3 Tel Aviv = israel 39 
#4 Hong Kong & Hong Kong 98 
#4 Los Angeles Sus 98 
#6 Zurich O Switzerland 94 
#7 Geneva O Switzerland 91 
#8 San Francisco Sus 85 
#9 Paris 88 France 84 
#1 Copenhagen 33 Denmark 83 
Rank City Country Index Score 
#161 Colombo © Sri Lanka 38 
#161 Bangalore = india 38 
#161 Algiers @ Algera 38 
#164 Chennai = india 37 
#16 Ahmedabad = India 35 
#166 Almaty @ Kazakhstan 34 
#167 Karachi G Pakistan 2 
#168 Tashkent = Uzbekistan 31 
#169 Tunis @ Tunisia 30 
#17 Tehran = iran 23 
#171 Tripoli = Libya 22 
#172 Dasmascus = Syria 11 


Singapore and New York City tied for the first rank amongst the world’s most 
expensive cities in 2022, pushing Israel’s Tel Aviv from the first place in 2021 to 
the third place in 2022. Both these cities had high inflation and a strong 
currency. Surprisingly, this is the Big Apple’s first time atop the ranking. 


The city with one of the most expensive real estate markets worldwide, Hong 
Kong ranked fourth in this list, followed by Los Angeles, which moved up from its 
ninth rank in 2021. 


Poor Economies = Cheaper Cities 


Asia continues to dominate the list of the world’s least expensive cities, followed 
by parts of North Africa and the Middle East. Though affordability sounds good 
at face value, sitting at the bottom of the ranking isn’t necessarily a coveted 
position. 


While the cost of living in some of the cities in these nations is low, it comes at 
the price of a weak currency, poor economy, and, in many cases, political and 
economic turmoil. 


The decade-long conflict in Syria weakened the Syrian pound, led to a Spiraling 
inflation and fuel shortages, and further collapsed its economy. It’s no surprise 
that its capital city of Damascus has maintained its position as the world’s 
cheapest city. 


Tripoli and Tehran, the capitals of Libya and Iran, respectively, follow next on 
this list, reflecting their weakened economies. 


Meanwhile, seven cities in Asia with the common denominator of high-income 
inequality and low wages dominate the list of the world’s cheapest cities. These 
include three Indian cities, Tashkent in Uzbekistan, Almaty in Kazakhstan, 
Pakistan’s most populous city of Karachi, and Sri Lankan capital-Colombo. 


Ford Files For Patent That Can "Remotely Shut 
Down" Parts Of Your Car When Your Bill Isn't 
Paid 

And the patent coincidentally comes along at a time when many car owners are 
experiencing difficulty keeping up with rising rates... 


"Boon For Europe": US NatGas Flows To 
Freeport LNG Hit 'Record High' 


Houston-based energy firm Criterion Research told clients Friday morning that 
the Freeport LNG export facility in Texas has recorded a surge in natural gas 


flowing into the plant. Inflows hit a daily record high as the export facility 
partially restarts operations. 


According to Criterion Research flow data, Freeport LNG nominations have 
surged to nearly 1.5 Bcf/d as of this morning, which implies that the terminal 
now has two full LNG trains operating. The pop in Freeport volumes 
pushed net US LNG feed gas demand above 14 Bcf/d, which is a new 
all-time high. 


Thus far, the FERC has given full regulatory approval for the restart of Trains 2 & 
3, and there is a pending request by Freeport LNG to bring liquefaction Train 1 
in the near term. Criterion currently believes the terminal could reach 2 
Bcf/d by the end of March if the FERC gives them clearance to activate Train 
1 ina timely manner. 


... and when operating at full power, Freeport's three LNG trains will likely 
increase volumes north of 2 Bcf/d. Some analysts have suggested that the plant 
may not resume full capacity until late March or early April. 
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Twitter Challenges Persist As December 
Revenues, Adjusted Earnings Dropped 40% 


Iran President Says Foreign Enemies Behind 
Poisonings At Girls' Schools 


EPA Head Admits Kids Should Be Nowhere Near 
East Palestine Water 


LA Elites Spend $150,000 For Protection Dogs 
As Crime Fears Worsen 


LA Elites Spend $150,000 For 
Protection Dogs As Crime Fears 
Worsen 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAR 03, 2023 - 11:40 PM 

Los Angeles’ wealthiest residents are purchasing protection dogs that cost as much as a 
slightly used Mercedes G-Wagon over concerns of out-of-control violent crime and the 
growing homelessness crisis. 


Los Angeles Times said protection dogs — typically German shepherds, Belgian 
Malinois, Dobermans, Cane Corso, or a mix of those breeds — are being sold by Delta 
K9 Academy in North Hollywood for as much as $70,000. Some trainers are selling dogs 
for upwards of $150,000. 


LA Times spoke with Arteom Bulgadarian, the president of an aerospace manufacturing 
company, who lives in a multi-million dollar home in Sherman Oaks. He owns several 
guns and recently had his home wired with surveillance cameras but felt that security 
layer wasn't enough. 


So Bulgadarian contacted Delta K9 and bought a $70,000 2.5-year-old German 
shepherd bred as an elite protection dog. First, the dog is a family pet but is highly 
trained to guard the home. 


"What's the price that you would put for your family's security, especially when that 
particular house has been burglarized? 


"Seventy-thousand dollars — you amortize it over 10 to 15 years, whatever the dog's 
life is, and it's not that big of a price tag," he said. 


The recent 8% surge in violent crime in LA coincides with the tenure of George 
Gascon, the 'woke' district attorney, who has allegedly emboldened criminals and 
sparked great anxiety among homeowners, rich and poor. There have been surges in 
burglaries and property crime, smash-and-grab thefts, and home robberies, leaving 
some to believe Los Angeles is transforming into a third-world country. 


Journal, vaccine: mar5 (More playing into the 
narrative) CNN 'Lost A F*ckload Of Credibility’ 
Over COVID Propaganda: Joe Rogan 


US Beef Herd Drops To Lowest Since 1962 As 
Global Food Crisis Intensifies 


According to the latest biannual report from the USDA, the number of beef 
cows in this country has fallen to the lowest level since 1962... 


The USDA's biannual cattle report showed that, as of Jan. 1, 2023, there is a 
89.3 million head inventory — which is three percent lower than the total from a 
year ago and the lowest since 2015. Of that number, 38.3 million cows and 
heifers have calved. 


Additionally, there are 28.9 million beef cows, which are those explicitly bred for 
slaughter and meat sales, as of the start of this year — which is down nearly 
four percent from last year and the lowest the agency has recorded since 1962. 


In 1962, 184 million people lived in the United States. 
Today, that number has risen to 331 million. 
So we have a problem. 


But even though beef prices have been soaring, most Americans don’t 
realize the gravity of this shortage yet because we are still eating 
cattle that were slaughtered some time ago. 


And according to livestock economist Kenny Burdine, “cattle 
production’s downward trend does not seem like it will reverse in 2023”... 


University of Kentucky’s Kenny Burdine and James Mitchell, extension livestock 
economist for the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture, 
recently explained that “There was no question that the beef cow herd had 
gotten smaller” and that the cattle production’s downward trend does not seem 
like it will reverse in 2023.” 


“There is a pretty substantial biological lag in the beef supply chain,” 

Mitchell noted. “What consumers experience at the grocery store is a product of 
what cattle producers were going through a year or two ago. It takes about two 
years for a new calf to become the steak on your dinner plate.” 


The corporate media is already calling beef “a luxury meat”, and prices 
are inevitably going to go a lot higher in the months ahead. 


So if you love beef, you should stock up now. 
Meanwhile, food shortages continue to intensify all over the globe. 


In Yemen, literally millions of children “suffer from acute malnutrition” at this 
point... 


The Global Hunger Index currently ranks Yemen the worst in the world for level 
of hunger. Millions of Yemeni children, in some areas as many as 95% according 
to doctors in those areas that | spoke to, suffer from acute malnutrition. 


The resulting stunted physical development had me convinced that | was in a 
kindergarten classroom when in fact | was meeting with eight and nine-year- 
olds. And those children were, as a colleague unnervingly put it, “the lucky 
ones.” 


In North Korea, ordinary citizens are “reportedly dropping dead on the streets 
every day” due to the severe famine that is taking place in that nation... 


THIS is the moment Kim Jong-un and his cronies gorged on popcorn and 
champagne as North Korea faces the worst famine in three decades. 


Stockpiles of food are dwindling fast in the secretive state, and dozens of 
malnourished North Koreans are reportedly dropping dead on the streets every 
day. 


d, 


In Somalia, the “longest and most severe” drought in that country’s history has 
produced unprecedented suffering... 


About 1.3 million people, 80 percent women and children, have been internally 
displaced in Somalia by the drought sweeping the Horn of Africa. After five 
consecutive poor rainy seasons, the ongoing drought has already become the 
longest and most severe in Somalia’s recent history. 


Close to 23 million people are thought to be highly food insecure in Somalia, 
Ethiopia and Kenya, according to a food security working group chaired by the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the regional Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development. 


Sadly, most of us in the western world don’t care about poor people on 
the other side of the globe. 


So let me give you an example from the western world. 


In the UK, the largest supermarkets are now strictly rationing many 
fruits and vegetables... 


The UK’s largest supermarket, Tesco, and discounter Aldi have said they are 
putting limits of three per customer on sales of tomatoes, peppers and 
cucumbers. 


Asda has capped sales of lettuces, salad bags, broccoli, cauliflowers and 
raspberry punnets to three per customer, along with tomatoes, peppers and 
cucumbers. 


And Morrisons has set limits of two on cucumbers, tomatoes, lettuces and 
peppers. 


And it is being reported that approximately 22 percent of all British 
households “skipped meals or even fasted for a whole day in 


January”... 


A British NGO has warned that as many as four million children are now in food 
poverty amid the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. 


The survey on behalf of the Food Foundation, an NGO which promotes healthy 
eating, found that 22 percent households said they had skipped meals or even 
fasted for a whole day in January this year, an increase on the 12 percent 
reporting the same at the start of last year. 


This is really happening. 


But it can be really easy for those that still have plenty of food to turn a blind 
eye to the suffering of others. 


Sadly, this is just the beginning. 


As | prove in my new book, global food production will drop precipitously in the 
years ahead no matter what our leaders do now. 


We are running out of top soil, fertilizer supplies will become insanely 
tight in the years ahead, and trillions of extremely small particles of 
plastic are literally raining out of the sky on farms all over the planet. 


Many of our leaders understand what is going to happen, but they don’t want to 
alarm the general public. 


Those that are wise will see what is happening and will get prepared. 


Unfortunately, most of the population continues to assume that everything will 
magically work out just fine somehow, and so they will not be ready for the 
horrors that are ahead of us. 


Stats, government: mard 43% of millenaials owns 
home today, vs 67% for generation X 


Amazon has paused construction on its giant 
second headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, the 
company has confirmed to Bloomberg, which 
notes that the move comes amid sweeping job 
cuts following slowdowns in consumer and 
corporate spending. 


Amazon real estate chief John Schoettler says that despite the pause, the 
company remains committed to HQ2, where it's committed to spend $2.5 billion 
by 2030 and hire some 25,000 workers 


Readlater, history: wikipedia: the "imperial 
period" is by convention taken to last from 27 
BCE to CE 284, starting with Augustus (r. 27 BC 
- AD 14), and ending with Diocletian and the 
beginning of the Christianization of the Roman 


Empire. 

In historiography, the "imperial period" is by convention taken to last from 27 BCE to CE 
284. In archaeology, on the other hand, the term is usually taken to cover the period of 
c. CE 1 to 375 (the latter being a conventional date for the onset of the Migration 
Period). 


The term "Roman imperial period" has been used as opposed to "Late Antiquity", i.e. 
implying the "early" and "middle" imperial period of the late 1st century BC to the 3rd 
century CE. The "Roman imperial period" in this sense would end with the reforms 
under Diocletian and the beginning of the Christianization of the Roman Empire. The 
period is roughly equivalent in span to the "Principate", the early period of Roman 
imperial rule from Augustus to Diocletian (r. 284-305), succeeded by the "Dominate". 


Roman imperial period (chronology) 


1 language 
Article 


View history 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
show 
This article may be expanded with text translated from the_ 
corresponding article in German. (June 2022) Click [show] for 
important translation instructions. 


The Roman imperial period is the expansion of political and cultural 
influence of the Roman Empire. The period begins with the reign 

of Augustus (r. 27 BC - AD 14), and it is taken to end variously between the 
late 3rd and the late 4th century, with the beginning of Late Antiquity. 
Despite the end of the "Roman imperial period", the Roman Empire 
continued to exist under the rule of the Roman emperors into Late Antiquity 
and beyond, except in the Western Empire, over which the Romans' political 
and military control was lost in the course of the 5th-century fall of the 


Western Roman Empire. 


Periodization{edit] 


In historiography, the "imperial period" is by convention taken to last from 27 
BCE to CE 284. In archaeology, on the other hand, the term is usually taken 
to cover the period of c. CE 1 to 375 (the latter being a conventional date for 
the onset of the Migration Period). This follows Hans Jurgen 

Eggers [de] (1955), who used a periodization of "early imperial period" 
(German: fruhkaiserzeitlich) B1 to B2 and "late imperial period" 

(German: spatkaiserzeitlich) C1 to C3, reflecting the history of Roman 
pottery imports to Magna Germania and other parts of Barbaricum (Eggers A 
corresponds to La Tène D). In the chronology of Eggers (1955):™ 


stage D C B A 
La Tène period” 450 380- 250- 150- 
E E eso ET 
BCE BCE BCE BCE 
À stage A B1 B2 C1 C2 c3 
Roman Empire , T ca saa: n 
(Barbaricum) [de] period | absolut | 100-1 | 1-30 | 3% | BE | Shr | See 
(according to Eggers) e date BCE CE n a n ws 
stage D 
Migration period"! 375- 
(according to Eggers) absolut 568 
e date 


The term "Roman imperial period" has been used as opposed to "Late 
Antiquity", i.e. implying the "early" and "middle" imperial period of the late 
1st century BC to the 3rd century CE. The "Roman imperial period" in this 
sense would end with the reforms under Diocletian and the beginning of 

the Christianization of the Roman Empire. The period is roughly equivalent in 
span to the "Principate", the early period of Roman imperial rule from 
Augustus to Diocletian (r. 284-305), succeeded by the "Dominate". 


See alsoOledit] 


e History of the Roman Empire 
e List of Roman Emperors 
e Roman Iron Age 
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In the view of the Greek historian Dio Cassius, a 
contemporary observer, the accession of the 
emperor Commodus in 180 AD marked the 
descent "from a kingdom of gold to one of rust 
and iron"[19]—a famous comment which has led 
some historians, notably Edward Gibbon, to take 
Commodus' reign as the beginning of the 
decline of the Roman Empire.[20][21] 


During the decades of the Constantinian and Valentinian dynasties, the empire was 
divided along an east-west axis, with dual power centres in Constantinople and Rome. 
The reign of Julian, who under the influence of his adviser Mardonius attempted to 
restore Classical Roman and Hellenistic religion, only briefly interrupted the succession 
of Christian emperors. Theodosius |, the last emperor to rule over both East and West, 
died in 395 AD after making Christianity the official religion of the empire.!2*! 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentinianic dynast 
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#1 
Celtic peoples first enter history in the 6th Century BC, when they are 
mentioned under the name of "Keltoi" by the Greek writer Hekataeos. By the 1st 
Century AD, most of the Celtic tribes of Europe had been subjugated by Rome, 
but their cultural and linguistic legacy persists to the modern day. Recent 
descendants of the Celts played major roles in the colonization and conquest of 
the New World, and have fought with great heroism in all of the modern world's 
wars. 


Very little is truly known of the ancient Celts' religion. The names of many of the 
gods worshipped by the tribes of Gaul are known through Latin or Gallo-Latin 
inscriptions made in late pre-Roman and Roman times - but the rituals with 
which these gods were celebrated have long since been forgotten. Likewise, the 
druids, who were apparently the "priests" of Celtic society, have been obscured 
by the passage of time and the secretive nature of their order. 


All kinds of people - from spiteful Roman statesmen to admiring neo-pagans - 
have attempted to use, and misuse, what little is known of ancient Celtic religion 
for their respective agendas. The Romans were quick to point the Celts out as a 
race of heinous savages who lived to plunder the riches of civilization and 
brutally kill their captives - while many modern Celtophiles portray them as a 
race of noble mystics who lived in harmonious understanding with nature. 


One of the charges the Greeks and especially the Romans laid at the feet of the 
ancient Celts is that of human sacrifice. Both the Greeks and Romans had a 
history of killing human beings for spiritual purposes - human sacrifice as we 
picture it was not completely outlawed in Rome until the reign of Trajan, and the 
gladiatorial combats were in fact descended from an Etruscan funerary sacrifice 
tradition. But by and large, the Greeks and Romans had abandoned the practice 
by the time they came into contact with Celtic peoples and even when they did 
sacrifice victims it was only in times of great crisis (e.g. the defeat at Cannae). 


The Cimbri and Teutones, who invaded Gaul and northern Italy at the end of the 
2nd Century BC, sacrificed captured Roman soldiers to their gods. The victims 
had their throats cut over giant gold cauldrons - not unlike the famous 
Gundestrup Cauldron found in Denmark. Incidentally, the Gundestrup Cauldron 
depicts a scene of a man being drowned in a cauldron. The Pictish stones of the 
Scottish Highlands, dating from about the 3rd to the 9th Centuries AD, also 
depict people being drowned in buckets or cauldrons. 


The Lusitani of Portugal - a partially Hispanic, partially Celtic people - were said 
to have butchered pregnant women as offerings to their fertility goddess. The 
Galatians - descendants of Gaulish mercenaries who settled in Phrygia - were 
accused of human sacrifice on several occasions - most famously in the 
aftermath of a great victory over a Greek army, they killed all the most 
attractive and well-built captives. Lucan, Tacitus, and others record incidents of 
human sacrifice in Celtic culture. Tacitus tells of the black-robed female druids 
of Mona, who were drenched in the blood of slain prisoners. The Britons were 
also accused of human sacrifice during the contemporary revolt of Boudica - 
female Roman captives were hung, their breasts cut off and sowed onto their 
mouths, apparently as offerings for the British war-goddess Bouda. 


Druids were rumored to deal fatal blows to prisoners with weapons, and then 
record the man's death throes to use for the prediction of the future. Sacred 
druidic groves in the forest were alleged to have been splattered with the blood 
and innards of both human and animal offerings. Julius Caesar recorded the 
most infamous case of all - the "Wicker Man". Dozens of captives would be 
crammed into a giant wooden giant, which would then be set on fire. Caesar 
notes that the victims were usually criminals, but innocent people were used if 
there weren't enough law-breakers to fill the giant. 


At least as early as the 4th Century BC, the Graeco-Roman world considered the 
slaughter of human victims for purposes of divination or divine appeasement to 
be an essenital part of their stereotype of the northern Barbarian. By the time 
Tacitus wrote about the wild women of Mona, and the vengeful horde that 
marched under the Queen of the Iceni, Roman audiences were expecting to 
hear scandalous tales of what the Celtic barbari were doing with their captives - 
just as they were expecting to hear of how the Celts had charged into battle, 
naked and screaming like madmen, and had fallen under the swordstrokes of 
Rome's all-conquering legionaries like wheat before a farmer's scythe. It was all 
part of a "noble savage" legend that was relished by the people of the Empire. 


But how much evidence for human sacrifice have the Celts themselves left us? 
The Gundestrup Cauldron and three or four Pictish stones depicting apparent 
ritual drownings are the only artistic portrayals of such rituals to be found in all 
of the ancient Celtic world. And even the true meaning behind these depictions 
is debateable. The "Cauldron of Rebirth" - a magical means by which souls were 
transported from this world to the Otherworld, and back again - appears in 
Welsh literature. Perhaps the Cauldron and these stones in fact depict a 
reincarnation ritual, a sort of pre-Christian baptism? 


In ancient and early medieval times, adultery was a capital offense (at least for 
women) in Germanic society. Women found guilty of adultery were stripped and 
had their heads shaved before they were paraded around the village and 
suffered verbal and physical abuse at the hands of their fellow tribesmen. Such 
luckless offenders were then bound and thrown in a lake to drown. This explains 
at least some of the modernly-named "bog bodies", people that were 
deliberately thrown in a bog - often after being bound and tortured - to drown. If 


similar customs existed in Celtic culture - then perhaps the Celts were not 
"sacrificing" people as the Romans thought - but were in fact executing 
murderers and adulterers? Even Caesar noted that the ideal victim for the 
Gaulish "Wicker Man" ritual was a criminal. 


Pre-Christian and early Christian Gaelic literature is one our best, and arguably 
purest, glimpses into the culture and worldview of Iron Age Celtic tribes. In all of 
Ireland's rich and ancient mythical tradition - there is only one reference to 
human Sacrifice. The High King of Teamhair, Tigernmas, set up an idol called 
Cromm Cruach, and ordered that children be killed as offerings to it. It was, 
ironically, the druids of Ireland that brought an end to this bloody cult, 
murdering Tigernmas during a frenzied ceremony around the idol. 


But it should be remembered that the first men to commit Ireland's oral histories 
and mythical cycles to writing were Gaelic Christian monks - they were neither 
pagans, nor prejudiced Catholic priests. They were men who were Christians in 
terms of what they believed, but who were still very much a part of Celtic 
culture and had a great reverence for the old ways. Indeed, Ireland's first 
Christian teachers saw themselves as druids, and even called Christ "The Chief 
Druid" and "The King of the Summerland". So these first Irish Christians were in 
fact prejudiced in favor of the druids, and would not have been too keen to 
remember - let alone commit to writing - any brutal deeds done by their spiritual 
forefathers. 


We have little more than Graeco-Roman propoganda writings - and a few 
shabby pieces of native evidence that can be interpreted in many different ways 
- as proof that the ancient Celts did indeed kill their fellow men as offerings for 
the gods. It is one of the thousands of ancient mysteries that, at this late hour in 
human history, we will probably never be able to satisfactorially solve. 


Journal: St. Patrick, Christianity, Druidism, and 
Rome: was there some sort of cultural 
revolution? Hadrian destroyed Judaea, then built 
a wall spanning the entire width of the island of 
britian. Was their history destroyed by their 
conqueror, changed forever in order to bring 
them to heel? 


The era of Druidry that the Irish and Classical authors describe 
lasted from perhaps 400BCE to 600CE - about a thousand years. But 
by the sixth century all of Europe was Christian, and overt pagan 


practice had probably ceased to exist. Although Christianity was 
antagonistic to other faiths, it was also built out of many elements 
of paganism: the eucharist of bread and wine was also the ritual 
feast of the Eleusinian mysteries, for example, and we can read 
papal bulls which change the celebration of Christ’s birth from 
Springtime to coincide with celebrations linked to the Winter 
Solstice. In a similar manner Christian saints, such as St Brighid and 
St. Dionysus, built upon the histories and reputations of pagan gods 
and goddesses. And sacred sites were co-opted to the new faith, 
with churches built upon shrines to gods such as Apollo or within 
sacred groves. This meant that pagan cults such as Druidism, rather 
than being wiped out, were actually assimilated into Christianity, 
creating a complex fusion, which encouraged the Revival Druids of 
the 17th & 18th centuries to try to discern the Druidry within 
Christianity. 

https://druidry.org/druid-way/what-druidry/a-longer-history 


But it should be remembered that the first men to commit Ireland's oral 
histories and mythical cycles to writing were Gaelic Christian monks - they 
were neither pagans nor prejudiced Catholic priests. 


They were men who were Christians in terms of what they believed, but who 
were still very much a part of Celtic culture and had a great reverence for 
the old ways. Indeed, Ireland's first Christian teachers saw themselves as 
druids, and even called Christ "The Chief Druid" and "The King of the 
Summerland". So these first Irish Christians were in fact prejudiced in favor 
of the druids, and would not have been too keen to remember - let alone 
commit to writing - any brutal deeds done by their spiritual forefathers. 


We have little more than Roman propaganda writings as proof that the 
ancient Celts did indeed kill their fellow men as offerings for the gods. It is 
one of the thousands of ancient mysteries that, at this late hour in human 
history, we will probably never be able to satisfactorily solve. 


According to tradition dating back to the early Middle Ages, Patrick served as the first 
bishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland, and credits him with bringing Christianity to 
Ireland, ae a pagan society. 

ikipedi iki/Sai 


The Scientific Revolution: 1543-1687 


The Scientific Revolution was a series of events that marked 
the emergence of modern science during the early modern period, when developments 
in mathematics, physics, astronomy, biology (including human anatomy) 


and chemistry transformed the views of society about nature. marss The Scientific 
Revolution took place in Europe starting towards the second half of 

the Renaissance period, with the 1543 Nicolaus Copernicus publication De 
revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres) often 
cited as its beginning. 


The era of the Scientific Renaissance focused to some degree on recovering the 
knowledge of the ancients and is considered to have culminated in the 1687 Isaac 
Newton publication Principia which formulated the laws of motion and universal 
gravitation,® thereby completing the synthesis of a new cosmology. The 

subsequent Age of Enlightenment saw the concept of a scientific revolution emerge in 
the 18th-century work of Jean Sylvain Bailly, who described a two-stage process of 
sweeping away the old and establishing the new.“ There continues to be scholarly 
engagement regarding the boundaries of the Scientific Revolution and its chronology. 


Introduction 


The rediscovery of Greek and Roman science and technology (which also formed the 
basis for Islamic science) in Medieval Europe led to the Scientific 
Renaissance and Scientific Revolution. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_ Empire 


the flat earth theory originates from the ancient 
greeks. Wikipedia says that it was used until 
Galilleo invented the telescope.. 


The geocentric model was the predominant description of the cosmos in many 
European ancient civilizations, such as those of Aristotle in Classical Greece 

and Ptolemy in Roman Egypt. Ptolemy’s geocentric model was adopted and refined 
during the Islamic Golden Age, which Muslims believed correlated with the teachings 
of Islam. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geocentric_model 


History, fall of rome: Philosophical Transactions of 
the Royal Society, oldest science journal in the 
world 
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Philip the Arab succeeded Gordian III, who had 
succeeded his uncle and grandfather who had 
been killed after being elected Co-Emporers in 
rebellion to Maximinus 


Philip the Arab succeeded Gordian Ill, who had succeeded his uncle and grandfather 
after they were killed following their election by the senate as Co-Emporers to 

fight Maximinus, who at the time was hated by the majority. This event sparked the 
beginning of the crisis of the 3rd century, when the empire started to become more 
fragmented by opposing claims to the throne. 


In 235, following the murder of Emperor Alexander Severus in Moguntiacum 

(modern Mainz),™ the capital of the Roman province Germania Superior, Maximinus 
Thrax was acclaimed emperor.” In the following years, there was a growing opposition 
against Maximinus in the Roman Senate and amongst the majority of the population of 
Rome. In 238, a rebellion broke out in the Africa Province, where Gordian's grandfather 
and uncle, Gordian | and Il, were proclaimed joint emperors.® This revolt was 
suppressed within a month by Cappellianus, governor of Numidia and a loyal supporter 
of Maximinus Thrax.! 


The Senate, showing its hostility towards Maximinus by supporting the Gordiani, 
elected Pupienus and Balbinus as joint emperors. These senators were not popular 
men, so the Senate decided to raise Marcus Antonius Gordianus to the rank of Caesar. 
na Maximinus, moving quickly to attack the Senate's newly elected emperors, 
encountered difficulties marching his army through an Alpine winter.“” Arriving at 
Aquileia and short on supplies, Maximinus besieged the city."" After four weeks, 
Maximinus' demoralized army mutinied and the Legio II Parthica murdered him." 


The situation for Pupienus and Balbinus, despite Maximinus' death, was doomed from 
the start with popular riots, military discontent and an enormous fire that consumed 
Rome in June 238. The next month, Pupienus and Balbinus were killed by the Praetorian 
Guard and Gordian proclaimed sole emperor.22! 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordian_Ill 


And this confirms that Maximinus is in fact considered the beginning of th e crisis of the 
3rd century.... 


His father was an accountant in the governor's office and sprang from ancestors who 
were Carpi (a Dacian tribe), a people whom Diocletian would eventually drive from their 
ancient abode (in Dacia) and transfer to Pannonia.“ Maximinus was the commander of 
the Legio IV /ta/lica when Severus Alexander was assassinated by his own troops in 235. 
The Pannonian army then elected Maximinus emperor." 


In 238 (which came to be known as the Year of the Six Emperors), a senatorial revolt 
broke out, leading to the successive proclamation of Gordian |, Gordian 

ll, Pupienus, Balbinus and Gordian IIl as emperors in opposition to Maximinus. 
Maximinus advanced on Rome to put down the revolt, but was halted at Aquileia, where 
he was assassinated by disaffected elements of the Legio II Parthica. 


Maximinus is described by several ancient sources, though none are contemporary 
except Herodian's Roman History. He was a so-called barracks emperor of the 3rd 
century; his rule is often considered to mark the beginning of the Crisis of the Third 
Century. Maximinus was the first emperor who hailed neither from the senatorial 
class nor from the equestrian class. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximinus Thrax 


Then came Decius after philip the arab took control of the empire for a short period of 
time following Gordian III's death. Apparently headed the first persecution of 
christians. 


A distinguished politician during the reign of Philip the Arab, Decius was proclaimed 
emperor by his troops after putting down a rebellion in Moesia. In 249, he defeated and 
killed Philip near Verona and was recognized as emperor by the Senate afterwards. 
During his reign, he attempted to strengthen the Roman state and its religion, leading 
to the Decian persecution, where a number of prominent Christians (including Pope 
Fabian) were put to death. In the last year of his reign, Decius co-ruled with his 

son Herennius Etruscus, until they were both killed by the Goths in the Battle of Abritus. 


The Decian persecution was the first organized persecution of Christians in the Roman 
Empire and served as the basis for the Diocletianic Persecution, the last major 
persecution of Christians in the Empire.) 


The later legend of the Seven Sleepers, about seven Christian youths from Ephesus who 
fled the Decian persecution by hiding in a cave (walled up by Decius) and sleeping for 
almost 200 years, emerged in the Middle Ages. The Quranic account, captured in Al- 
Kahf ("The Cave") surah (chapter).2422, has led to the Persian saying of ahd-e 

daqyanus ("age of Decius") or dagyanus referring to ancient times or a person with 
outdated views. When something is old and outdated, people say, "this belongs to the 
age of Decius."22 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decius 


After Decius was succeeded by Valierian, he tried attacking the Christians using a top 
down approach, confiscating property, etc., but not attack normal christian followers. 


There can be little doubt that Decius, on the contrary, made a deliberate attempt to 
stamp out Christianity. The ostensible occasion was a general sacrifice and libation to 
the gods by all the inhabitants of the empire, which might be taken at its face value 


but that everyone was ordered not only to sacrifice, but to obtain a certificate from 
specially constituted boards of inspection in each city, that he had on this occasion 
made sacrifice and libation, and had always done so in the past. The edict achieved a 
considerable success. Vast numbers of Christians, as both Cyprian and Dionysius testify, 
especially members of the upper classes, whose absence would excite notice, crowded 
to sacrifice. On the other hand large numbers of humbler people held back, hoping to 
evade the test, and the steadfastness of a small number of confessors and martyrs, who 
refused to abjure under torture and even underwent the death penalty, roused and 
maintained the spirit of the rest. Decius was soon involved in the Gothic war in which he 
met his death, and the persecution lapsed. The final result was rather to strengthen the 
church than to weaken it. There were strong differences of opinion on the treatment of 
the lapsed, but eventually generous counsels prevailed, and they were re-admitted. 


Valerian's purpose was even more evidently to destroy the church ; but he adopted a 
different line of attack. Persons of high degree, senators, Roman knights and imperial 
freedmen, were ordered to abjure under penalty of confiscation and, as a final resort, 
death. The clergy, if they refused to abjure, were deported, religious meetings were 
banned, and church buildings, burial grounds and other property confiscated: the 
ordinary Christian was left undisturbed. Later severer measures were taken against 
members of the clergy who proved obdurate, and several, including Cyprian, were 
executed. This attempt to break up the organisation of the church seems to have met 


with little success. The persecu- tion dragged on for three or four years, but was 
eventually called off, when Valerian was captured by the Persians, by his son and 
successor, Gallienus. Gallienus not only released the clergy, but also restored its 
property to the church, thus initiating a policy of toleration, which was to last for forty 
years. 


While we know much of the Christian reaction to the persecu- tions, we can only infer 
the motives which led Decius and Valerian to break with the traditional policy of the 
imperial government. Christianity had been spreading, and in particular, as Valerian's 
edict shows, had been infecting the higher ranks of society. It could no longer be 
ignored. The unceasing series of disasters, the civil wars, barbarian invasions, plagues 
and famines, which afflicted the Roman world at this time, led to a widespread belief 
that the gods were gravely angered against the empire. The con- clusion was to many 
obvious, that it was the spread of atheism that provoked the increasing anger of the 
gods : Cyprian endeavoured to rebut this conclusion, arguing that the world was 
suffering from senile decay. /There was at the same time a marked growth of religiosity 
amongst pagans, due no doubt in part to the sombre character of the times/ This 
particularly affected the upper classes — the masses had probably always preserved 
religious belief — among whom the easy agnosticism or thoughtless conformity of the 
first and second centuries began to give way to a more serious religious “attitudeft 
Philosophy, "which had been the guide of more earnest spMfs, eecame impregnated 
with religious ideas, and struck up an alliance with popular religion: philosophers no 
longer ignored the popular cults of the masses, but defended them as allegorical 
versions of philosophical truth/ It is probable that in this changed climate of opinion the 
governing class of the empire tended in- creasingly to share the popular belief that 
Christianity was an offence to the divine powers on whom the fate of the empire 
depended, and that this accounts for Decius' and Valerian’s apparently abrupt reversal 
of the half-hearted policy of toleration hitherto pursued by the imperial government. 


The Notitia Dignitatum (Latin for "The List of 
Offices") is a document of the late Roman 
Empire that details the administrative 
organization of the Western and the Eastern 
Roman Empire. It is unique as one of very few 
surviving documents of Roman government, and 
describes several thousand offices from the 
imperial court to provincial governments, 
diplomatic missions, and army units. 


Laterculus Veronensis: The document comprises 
a list of the names of all the provinces of the 
empire (c. 100 in total), organised according to 


the twelve newly created regional groupings 
called dioceses. 


"Constitution of Antoninus", also called "Edict of 
Caracalla" or "Antonine Constitution") was an 
edict issued in 212 by Caracalla declaring that 
all free men in the Roman Empire were to be 
given full Roman citizenship, with the exception 
of the dediticii, people who had become subject 
to Rome through surrender in war, ... 
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/the- 
roman-document-that-defined-a-first-in-civil- 
and-human-rights-unesco-memory-of-the- 
world/qwVhsPQ48wOc8g?hl=en 


this emporer from an ancient imperial family 
dynasty is said to have ushered in the 'crisis of 
the third century’. 


The Severan dynasty was a Roman imperial dynasty that ruled the Roman 

Empire between 193 and 235, during the Roman imperial period. The dynasty was 
founded by the emperor Septimius Severus (r. 193-211), who rose to power after 

the Year of the Five Emperors as the victor of the civil war of 193-197, and his wife, Julia 
Domna. After the short reigns and assassinations of their two sons, Caracalla (r. 198- 
217) and Geta (r. 209-211), who succeeded their father in the government of the 
empire, Julia Domna's relatives themselves assumed power by 

raising Elagabalus (r. 218-222) and then Severus Alexander (r. 222-235) to the imperial 
Office. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Severan_dynasty 


Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander" (1 October 208 - 21/22 March 235) was 

a Roman emperor, who reigned from 222 until 235. He was the last emperor from 

the Severan dynasty. He succeeded his slain cousin Elagabalus in 222. Alexander 
himself was eventually assassinated, and his death marked the beginning of the events 
of the Crisis of the Third Century, which included nearly fifty years of civil war, foreign 
invasion, and the collapse of the monetary economy. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Severus Alexander 


Before the Severus dynasty, there was the The Nerva-Antonine dynasty, ruling from 
96 to 192 AD.. 


Nerva (96-98), 

Trajan (98-117), 

Hadrian (117-138), 
Antoninus Pius (138-161), 
Marcus Aurelius (161-180), 
Lucius Verus (161-169), 
and Commodus (180-192). 


The first five of the six successions within this dynasty were notable in that the reigning 
Emperor did not have a male heir, and had to adopt the candidate of his choice to be 
his successor. Under Roman law, an adoption established a bond legally as strong as 
that of kinship. Because of this, all but the first and last of the Nerva-Antonine emperors 
are called Adoptive Emperors. 


The importance of official adoption in Roman society has often been considered™ a 
conscious repudiation of the principle of dynastic inheritance and has been deemed one 
of the factors of the period's prosperity. However, this was not a new practice. It was 
common for patrician families to adopt, and Roman emperors had adopted heirs in the 
past: the Emperor Augustus had adopted Tiberius, and the Emperor Claudius had 
adopted Nero. Julius Caesar, dictator perpetuo and considered to be instrumental in the 
transition from Republic to Empire, adopted Gaius Octavius, who later became 
Augustus, Rome's first emperor. Moreover, there were often still family connections: 
Trajan adopted his first cousin once removed and great-nephew by marriage Hadrian, 
Hadrian made his half-nephew by marriage Antoninus Pius heir, and the latter adopted 
both Hadrian's half-great-nephew by marriage Marcus Aurelius (Antonius' nephew by 
marriage) and the son of Hadrian's original planned successor, Lucius Verus. Marcus 
Aurelius's naming of his son Commodus as heir was considered to be an unfortunate 
choice and the beginning of the Empire's decline. 


With the murder of Commodus in 192, the Nerva-Antonine dynasty came to an end; it 
was followed by a period of turbulence known as the Year of the Five Emperors." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nerva%E2%80%93Antonine dynasty#Five Good Emperors 


According to Cassius Dio, a period of peace and prosperity, known by historians s Px 
Romana, ended with the the assination of COmmodus. 


The Pax Romana (Latin for 'Roman peace’) is a roughly 200-year-long timespan 

of Roman history which is identified as a period and as a golden age of increased as well 
as sustained Roman imperialism, relative peace and order, prosperous 

stability, hegemonial power, and regional expansion, despite several revolts and wars, 
and continuing competition with Parthia. It is traditionally dated as commencing from 
the accession of Augustus, founder of the Roman principate, in 27 BC and concluding in 
180 AD with the death of Marcus Aurelius, the last of the "Five Good Emperors".™ Since 
it was inaugurated by Augustus at the end of the final war of the Roman Republic, it is 
sometimes also called the Pax Augusta. During this period of about two centuries, 

21 the Roman Empire achieved its greatest territorial extent and its population reached a 
maximum of up to 70 million people.= According to Cassius Dio, the dictatorial reign 


of Commodus, later followed by the Year of the Five Emperors and the Crisis of the Third 
Century, marked the descent "from a kingdom of gold to one of iron and rust". 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pax_ Romana 


And what gfollwoed was essentially a war of succession, coined "the year of five 
emporers". 


The Year of the Five Emperors was AD 193, in which five men claimed the title 

of Roman emperor: Pertinax, Didius Julianus, Pescennius Niger, Clodius Albinus, 

and Septimius Severus. This year started a period of civil war when multiple rulers vied 
for the chance to become emperor. 


The political unrest began with the murder of Emperor Commodus on New Year's Eve 
192. Once Commodus was assassinated, Pertinax was named emperor, but immediately 
aroused opposition in the Praetorian Guard when he attempted to initiate reforms. They 
then plotted his assassination, and Pertinax was killed while trying to reason with the 
mutineers.“: He had only been emperor for three months. Didius Julianus, who 
purchased the title from the Praetorian Guard, succeeded Pertinax, but was ousted by 
Septimius Severus and executed on June 1. Severus was declared Caesar by the Senate, 
but Pescennius Niger was hostile when he declared himself emperor.” This started the 
civil war between Niger and Severus; both gathered troops and fought throughout the 
territory of the empire. Due to this war, Severus allowed Clodius Albinus, whom he 
suspected of being a threat, to be co-Caesar so that Severus did not have to preoccupy 
himself with imperial governance. This move allowed him to concentrate on waging the 
war against Niger. Most historians count Severus and Albinus as two emperors, though 
they ruled simultaneously. The Severan dynasty was created out of the chaos of AD 
193.2 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_of the Five Emperors 


druidic, celtic irish history....seems likely that it 


was destroyed by the romans 
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PART ONE 
WHAT THE CELTS WERE 
CHAPTER I 
THE NAME AND THE Race 


HAT, then, were the Celts? We must first have some 

idea of what they were if we are to find out where 

they were. Every group of men living together forms 

a physical, social, and moral unit. Its members know one 

another and are known to others by their physical type, and, 

still more, by their manner of life, their language, certain 

sides of their civilization, their name, if they have a common 

name implying that they belong to the group, or some other 

symbol. Let us see how these various indications will help 
us in our study of the Celts. 


I 
THE NAME OF THE CELTS 


The ancient Greek writers who have left information 
about the Celts used the name KeAro/, Latin Celta, as 
a general racial designation applying to large peoples living 
a long way off. At the beginning of the third century before 
Christ, a new name, that of Galatians, TaAdra, appears 
for the first time in the historian Hieronymos of Cardia,* 
who wrote of their invasion of Macedonia and Greece and 
their settlement in Asia Minor. It appeared in the epitaph 
of young Cydias, who was killed at Delphi in 279.* It is 
probable that the name of Galli came into use among the 
Italians, as a rival to the old name of Celts, about the same 
time or a little before. The words Galatians and Galli were 
likewise used as general terms, and were not the names of 
small groups which became generalized. 

1 F.H.G., ii, 450-461. * Paus., x, 21, 5. 
a 


his Lives of the Philosophers: ZéBew Beovs 
kal pydév xaxdv Spav kai dvôpelay doxetv— To worship 
the gods, to do nothing base, and to practise manhood.” 1 
It is a moral maxim of a fairly noble and manly kind. 

But we catch a glimpse of the spirit of their doctrine and 
the soul of Celticism in the literatures of Ireland and Wales. 
These literatures, especially the Irish, are to a great extent 
sententious, or gnomic, Even in the narrative parts the 
gnomic spirit appears frequently. But these narratives 
are surprisingly successful in the creation of characters, 
especially for a literature which has left no trace of drama. 
In the epic of Ulster the hero Cuchulainn, King Conchobar, 
the Druid Cathbad, and Queen Medb are types whose 
individuality is all the more remarkable since the works in 
which they appear are not altogether works of art. The Celts 
of Gaul deliberately jettisoned the whole of their epic 
tradition for the sake of the more sophisticated culture which 
the Romans brought. But they must have kept its spirit ; 
it is to that that I should attribute the dramatic character 
which the history of France spontaneously assumes in the 
writings of its chroniclers. For in what other history are social 
standpoints so happily expressed in the typical figures of 
heroes ? 

The archeology of Roman Gaul is deceptive as to the 
kinship of the French people. The Gallo-Romans mostly 
continued to be disguised Celts. So much was this the case 
that after the Germanic invasions we find modes and tastes 
which had been those of the Celts reappearing in Gaul. 
They survived the impress of Rome. Romanesque art often 
recalls Gallic art, or that of the Gallic stone-masons working 
in the Roman manner, so that one is sometimes misled.* 
But that is only one sign. Language is another. The Romans 
slowly imposed their speech on Gaul. But French is Latin 
pronounced by Celts and applied to the needs of Celtic minds. 
The analytical character of the verb, the use of demon- 
stratives and demonstrative particles, the turn of the spoken 
sentence, are common to French and the Celtic languages.* 

In short, the civilization of the Celts lies at the bottom 

1 

Wag the momenact si Vieni, poanias SARA. mx Rocmasenyae) 


3 Dottin, OXCVL, pp. 77-0. 


French civilization, just as the nation into which the Celts 
of Gaul were beginning to form is at the bottom of the French 
nation. It is a commonplace to tell the French how Gallic 
they are. Much of the Celts, then, remains where the Celtic 
name is lost. 

But so far as Celtic social organization is concerned, all 
the upper parts have gone. The state in France is not Celtic ; 
it is Germanic or Roman. No Celtic state has survived ; 
Scotland is the ghost of one, and Ireland is a new creation. 
Celticism has left only possibilities of nations. It survives 
only in the foundations of our Western Europe and has 
made hardly any contribution to its superstructures. It 
failed through defects of organization which we shall have 
to examine. 

The part played by the Celts in history was not political, 
for their political formations were unsound. But it was 
the part of civilizers. One especially characteristic thing 
happened when they absorbed Roman civilization—the 
wonderful development of Roman schools, which succeeded 
the Celtic schools of the Druids.+ Gaul got her classical 
culture from Gallic teachers, trained by the Druids, and, 
what is more, some of them were fit to teach in Rome. 
Naturally they could interpret Mediterranean civilization— 
science, art, philosophy, and moral culture—to the Gauls 
better than foreigners could have done. But it is an interesting 
fact that they did so act as interpreters. Later, in the Middle 
Ages, Irish monks brought Europe back to the cultivation of 
letters and Greek and Latin philosophy. Earlier the Celts had 
been the middlemen who brought Greek civilization to 
Central Europe, where they had not failed to propagate 
their own culture. 

The Celts were torch-bearers in the ancient world, and 
the French have succeeded them. With their love of beauty 
and general ideas the French have acted in Europe as the 
middlemen through whom it has received the lofty, mellow 
civilizations of antiquity which they have helped to make 
into the civilization of the world. The Celts contributed 
certain forms of sensibility and humanity which are still the 
possession of Western Europeans and of the French. 


1 e.g. the school of Autun (Tac., Ann., iii, 43). 


PART TWO 
MOVEMENTS OF THE CELTIC PEOPLES 
CHAPTER I 
Tue ORIGINS oF THE CELTS 
I 
THE SEPARATION OF THE GOIDELS AND THE BRYTHONS 


WE now have to try to find out whence they came, where 
they went, how they expanded, and where they 
stopped—in short, to trace their history—and that will 
be the second part of our inquiry. 

The fact which dominates the whole history of the Celts, 
and apparently starts it, following as it did closely upon the 
breaking-up of the Italo-Celtic community (if that abstract 
concept ever corresponded to the existence of a definite 
social group), is their separation into two groups of peoples, 
whose languages became different as has been explained 
above—that is, the Goidelic, or Irish, group, and the Brythonic 
group, which includes the Gauls. 

The separation of the Celtic dialects is a fact of far greater 
importance than the supposed distinction between the Celts 
and the Gauls.’ It implies a fairly deep division between the 
peoples which spoke these two groups of dialects, and also 
a fairly long separation,* a fairly long interval between the 
migrations of the two Celtic bodies, a rhythm in those 
migrations not unlike that assumed by those historians who 
speculate on the distinction between Celts and Gauls, but 
much ampler. In other words, it leads one to believe that 
the occupation of the British Isles by the Celts and of Ireland 
by the Goidels took place long before—centuries before— 
the historical movements of the Brythonic peoples. These 
latter expanded about the sixth century before Christ. We 
must go back to the Bronze Age for the earlier invasion. 
ne ait John Rhys once Fiaa to explala the phenomenon of snc Ge 
CE. S. Reinach, Origine des dryens, pp. 108-112. D'Arbois has refuted 
theory (CXL, 1891, p. 477). 
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The first Greek who was in a position to give more definite 
and circumstantial information about the Celts of the Ocean 
was a traveller of Marseilles‘named Pytheas. Unfortunately 
his account of his voyage, Of the Ocean, was severely mis- 
handled by erudite persons, like Polybios and Strabo, for 
whose critical spirit it was too much. He was a strange 
individual, no doubt, but he knew as much of mathematics 
and astronomy as anyone of his time, and he had the spirit 
of the explorer, He embarked twice with a few companions 
in Phoenician vessels, and sailed from Spain to Britain, to 
distant Thule, and eastwards to Denmark, perhaps further. 
He saw the sea icebound, and days which lasted twenty- 
four hours. He came across the Osismii at the end of Finistére. 
He knew the Celtic name of the Isle of Ushant, “ Uxisama,” * 
that of Kent, “ Cantion,”’* and also the name by which 
Britain was to be henceforth always called, “ the Prettanic 
Isles,” which superseded its Ligurian or Iberian name of 
Albion.* Pytheas lived in the fourth century. Some decades 
after his time the Sicilian historian Timeos stated that the 
rivers which flow into the Atlantic went through the Celtic 
country.® 

So the Greeks knew that the Celts had arrived on the 
coasts of the western seas before 600 B.c. and on the Atlantic 
seaboard of Spain before 500, and that those of them whom we 
now call the Brythons had reached Britain and Brittany and 
occupied the whole of the Gallic coast of the Ocean before 
800. By that time they had at last come down on to the 
Mediterranean, but only within the last few decades. On the 
whole, it was on the Atlantic side that the Celts first came 
into direct contact with the Mediterranean mariner. Behind 
Pytheas lay a long past of seafaring—Aigean, Mycenzan, 
and Tartessian—in the course of which Northern Europe 
had received much of Mediterranean civilization. The 
navigators of the West knew ‘the Celts, the names of their 
countries and of their peoples; things on the Celtic coast 
were familiar to them and, so far as the Greeks were concerned, 


1 D'Arbois, COXLVIIL, xii, pp. 63 ff. ; Müllenhoff, CCCLXTI, i, pp. 827 ff. ; 

Jullian, COCXLVIL, i, pp. 415 ff. ; A. Blazquez, in XXXVI, Jan.—Mar., 1913. 
? Loth in CXL, x, p. 85 
* Strabo, i, 4, 3; Rhys, CCXXX, p. 
« E. Philipon, pp. 204 ff. 
* Fr. 86, in Plutarch, De Plac. Phil., iii, 17, 2. 
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could be brought into the domain of Greek legend,’ whereas, 
hidden behind misty mountains, the Celts of the Continent 
were still something mysterious and remote. No doubt 
the mariners of that time could keep their discoveries secret. 
There were, too, catastrophes in the Mediterranean world 
in which local traditions were lost. Nevertheless, a writer 
who about 150 B.c. could say that the discovery of the 
countries on the Great Ocean was quite recent? was 
displaying lamentable ignorance. But the great majority 
of the Greeks were no wiser. Meanwhile, the whole interior 
of the Celtic region and the movements of the Celts remained 
quite unknown to the mass of Greeks and Romans until 
Cesar conquered Gaul.® 

In the Mediterranean region, on the other hand, the Celts 
advanced rapidly from the fourth century onwards. One fine 
day the Greeks, or rather the Macedonians, found themselves 
face to face with their military organization to the north of 
the Balkans. This was in the time of Alexander, in 885 B.c. 
Alexander, in the course of an expedition against the Gete, 
was receiving the representatives of the Danubian peoples. 
“ Some, too, came,” says Arrian,‘ “ from the Celts established 
on the Ionie Gulf.” Alexander received them amicably. 
This was the occasion on which he asked them, at a feast, 
what they feared most in the world. “ That the sky should 
fall on our heads,” is their alleged reply. The scene was 
described, so Strabo assures us, by Ptolemy, son of Lagos, 
who added that the Celts of the Adriatic coast (rods epi 
*ASpiav) had entered into bonds of friendship and 
hospitality with him. 

If these Celts who came to Alexander really lived on the 
Adriatic, they came from the Italian coast of that sea.® 
The story of the events which had brought them thither 
had already reached Greece. In his Life of Camillus Plutarch 
quotes a curious passage from Heracleides Ponticos, 


Thy 


ì e.g., the legend of Geryon. 
CCCLXXIV, i, p. 2 

3 Polybios, iii, 87-8. For Gree 
and Reinach, DXLIL, p. 4. 

3 Cicero, Ep. elxi. 

* Anab., i, 4, 6. 

vii, 8, 8. 

* The Periplus of Scylax (18-19) speaks of Celts on the 

as 850. 


Cf. Reinach, CCCLXXI, pp. 121, 177; 


ignorance of geography, see Bertrand 
Cf. Xenophon, Cyr., 2 
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THE EXPANSION OF THE CELTS 


ITH the Celts a very important factor enters into the 
history of civilization, and a much-expected work appears 

in this series—expected for the subject's sake and for the author's. 
About this racial group, and the capital part which it played 

in European history, it was known that the best-informed 
scholar, whose knowledge was both widest and most profoundly 
thought out, was Henri Now Hubert died four years 
any despaired of ever seeing the work announced 
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ago, and 
under his mi 
MAPS It appears, with a long and grievous story behind it, “The 
mar main part of the work,” in Hubert's own words, was done in 
1. The Movement of the Celts and their Present Hableat 1914 (his letter of the 15th June, 1915). After the unavoidable 
A iene Poon interruption of the war—during which he did valued work 
N S cat tobe chiefly with the Ministry of Armament—he hastened to pick 
i ke Pania misan Gita nal Ginns D Las Tee up the threads, and on the 5th January, 1928, he wrote to me : 
6. Finds of Greek, Ttalo-Greek, and Etruscan Objecta north of the “ To-day I wrote the last line of my last chapter.” He added 
‘Alps u “ Now I have to take up the hing again, to cut, patch 
together, and check Various cireumstances—a cruel loss, 
family concerns, and ill-health which gradually grev 
delayed this work of revision, which he was carrying on at the 
time as he was preparinj book on the Germans. In 
August, and October, 19 je sent me news which was 
I am at work. I progress 
T was kept in bed all May. I am gradually 
climbing up the hill My work progresses steadily, but in 
very adverse The at rid of all my lectures. 
You can the ull extent of my will. But 
ne dogs me, and I do n or at it 
On the 9th October, 1 again 
reassured me ork upsets me, whatever it is. 
But I have done a li l the same, and I shall be able 
I cannot tell you when I shall have finished. It 
would be absurd. But it cannot be owe 
On Wednesday, the 18th May, 19: 
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INTRODUCTION 
I 


THE BARBARIANS 


[=E European borders of the Græco-Roman world were 

inhabited by barbarians, some of whom have earned 
a place in history. There were the Scythians in the east, 
the Iberians and Ligurians in the west, and the Thracians, 
Illyrians, Germans, and Celts in the centre. Classical authors 
took the trouble to write down their names, and some 
inquired with curiosity into their life and manners. 
Mediterranean merchants visited them, and may have 
penetrated among the very remotest, in search of amber, 
tin, furs, and slaves. Barbarians appeared in Greek and 
Italian cities as slaves or travellers. There were certainly 
some among them who were prophets of civilization, and some 
were cited as models of wisdom, 

As Greece and Italy expanded, the nearest of these 
barbarians were absorbed by them. Others, later, appearing 
on the horizon like a hurricane, waged furious war on Greece 
and Rome. In any case, they entered into various kinds of 
relations with classical civilization and with the Roman 
Empire, which became its base, and thereby were to some 
extent incorporated in that civilization and with it helped 
to make the civilization of the future. 

We shall attempt to draw a historical outline for the best- 
known of these peoples, the Celts and the Germans. Some of 
the others will come into the story incidentally. Those not 
mentioned in this history of the Celts, nor in that of the 
Germans, nor in previous volumes of this series dealing with 
Greece and Rome, belong to the domain of prehistoric 
archæology. 


II 


THE CELTS AND THE GREEKS 


This is what the Greek writers tell us of their advance. 
We are given two dates which enable us to judge from the 
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me how his task had progressed, and concluded, “ It is obviously 
not easy to write the history of the Celts to-day. But that is done. 
It is chiefly mechanical work which remains.” On Thursday, 
the 26th, a note from our common friend, Marcel Mauss, told 
me that he had just died of a heart attack. And Mauss added 
a detail which was very affecting for me: “ The manuscript of 
the Celts was on his table; he had been working at it on 
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a class in the history, of the primitive religions of Europe at the 
Ecole des Hautes-Etudes, a class in national archeology at 
the Ecole du Louvre, Celtic research connected with his post as 
Keeper at the Saint-Germain Museum, active collaboration on 
the Année sociologique, were the expression of his keenness 
to know and to understand, Hubert was a historian in the 
strongest sense of the word. His whole career was inspired by 
the spirit of synthesis, He was a born collaborator for this 
series, and he was one of the first to promise me his whole- 
hearted assistance. 


When I published Marcel Granet's Chinese Civilization and 
announced a second volume, Chinese Thought, I justified 
the division into two volumes and declared that there was no 
intention of making it a precedent. On the whole, it is better, 
in conducting a series on a very large scale, to avoid definite 
statements and over-absolute principles. The manuscript 
handed to me by Hubert’s friend amounted, with the illustrations 
and the usual additional matter, to seven or eight hundred pages 
of type. It would have been inconvenient to offer such a compact 


man of heart, the man of taste, the rare and most attractive 
personality. 

From his youth onwards Hubert had won many strong 
friendships. One of the close intimates of his years at the 
‘Ecole Normale has told how far his ability rose above the lessons 
which he was doing at that time, how much more mature he 
was than his fellows, being already “ sure of his vocation and 
his methods”. Another chosen brother has related his life- 
too short, but so full of work and thought.’ The beginnings, 
the achievement of ancient or primitive peoples, both of an 
intellectual and of a material kind—languages, categories of 
thought, religions, arts, toole—were what gradually came to 
compel his interest, which was at once very wide and very 
penetrating. Much travel, including a voyage round the world 
which enabled him to see various types of man and to become 
‘acquainted with the chief institutes and museums of ethnography, 
prehistory, and archæology, brought him and kept him in touch 
with the realities of mankind, past and present. His mind was 
thereby enriched and stimulated, Work on the Semitic religions, 


Marcel Drouin, in Annuaire de l'Association amicale des anciens élèves 
de rÉcole normale supérieure, 1929, pp. 45-51 


volume and one so unlike the others in size. On the other hand, 
it was impossible, after all the reductions which Hubert had 
either made himself or allowed for,} to cut any more out of a work 
which is so valuable in every respect. 

What Hubert conceived, and has been the first to carry out, 
is a history of all the Celts, a picture of part of the Celtic 
world. From the most distant origins to which we can in the 
present state of our knowledge go back, to the last submergences 
or survivals, he embraces the whole of Celticism, with incom- 
parable knowledge and a sympathy which does not blind him, 
but rather gives him vision. This wealth of material, fortunately, 
was of a nature to be divided without difficulty into two volumes 
of about the same size. 

The present volume tells of the Celtic world down to the 
La Téne period, that is to the second Iron Age. The second will 
treat of the three phases of that period, and, after a picture of 


2 See the Note by Marcel Mauss 

* The second part of the work, on the movements of the Celtic peoples, which 
contained teete long chapters, fairly logically falls into three diarios Celtie 
‘expansion to the La Tene pericd (second part of the first volume), Celtic expansion 
fn the La Tene period, and the end of the Celie world (first and second paris 
of the second volume 


8 INTRODUCTION 


the western end of its domain because it was most firmly 
established there, or because it was driven there? Is it not 
in these parts that we should look for the main mass of the 
Celts, their origin, and their purest type ? Isit not an abuse 
and a faulty interpretation of a collection of historical texts 
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Mar 1. The Movement of the Celts and their Present Habitat. (W. Z. 
Ripley, The Races of Europe, p. 318.) 
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to look elsewhere? Here, at the beginning of a story 
bristling with contradictions, is a first conflict. 

The impression given by the map of to-day could be 
confirmed by traditions and facts. Livy regarded Gaul as 
the centre of the Celts and the starting-point of their 
migrations. Cæsar asserts that the institution of the Druids 
originated in Britain. When the Roman Empire declined 
bands of Irishmen came as adventurers to Gaul and as 
settlers to Britain ; the kingdom of Scotland was their most 
lasting foundation. The Celts of Britain were not behindhand ; 
they colonized Armorica, which they made into what we call 
Brittany. 

But these are untrue traditions or mere individual facts. 
In the main the,Celts, after advancing to the west of Europe, 
retreated in the same direction. If we look carefully at the 
map we shall see that the districts where they are found are 
refuges. The Celts came to a stop there at the sea, clinging 
to the rocks. Beyond the sea was their next world. They 
stayed on the shore, waiting for the ferry, like the dead in 
Procopios. One of the nicest stories in the collection of epic 
and mythical tales which forms the Welsh Mabinogion ? 
relates the adventures of a Roman emperor, Macsen Wledig, 
who, having fallen asleep while hunting and dreamed of 
a wonderful princess, set out to seek her, and found her in 
Britain. She was called Elen Lluyddawg, “ Leader of Hosts.” 
The emperor married her, and with her he raised Britain 
to its greatest power and glory. But Rome had forgotten 
him, and he had to reconquer it. Britain sent forth hosts 
which never came back, and the army of Elen Lluyddawg 
dwells in Llydaw, or Litavia, the country of the dead. Apart 
from the few facts of purely local significance mentioned 
above, none but phantom armies or armies of romance— 
like that of Arthur, who likewise conquered Gaul and Italy 
and Rome—ever went out from the British Isles to occupy 
the lands to which the Celtic name is attached. What now 
remains of the Celts, in the west of their ancient dominion, 
was driven there and confined there by other peoples arriving 
or growing up behind them. This general movement of 


1 Loth, CCLXX, i, pp. 210 ff., “Le Songe de Maxen Wledig." Macsen 
is simply the usurper Maximus, who commanded in Britain under Gratian, 
was proclaimed Augustus in a.D. 383, and was defeated and slain by Theodosius 
in August, 388. 
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reek point of view: one by the Hesiodic poems, and the 

other by the historian Ephoros who lived in the second half 

the fourth century before Christ. The former suppose 

that there is in the north-west of the “world” a great 

region ; the latter imagines a great Celtic region. 

At the time when the Hesiodic poems were written the 

Ligurians were one of the three great peoples which dwelt 
at the ends of the world known to the Greeks :— 


AiBlonds re Alyus re 188 Exúbas innnpodyors. 


This line in the Catalogues (fr. 182) * must date from the 
beginning of the sixth century. A hundred years later the 
first Greek historian, Hecatseos of Miletos, in his Europe 
talks of a Celtic part of this Liguria; the lexicographer 
Stephanos of Byzantion quotes the Europe when speaking 
of Marseilles, which, like Hecatæos, he describes as “a city 
in the Ligystic country, near the Celtic country ”. Hecatseos 
also mentioned a Celtic city named Nyrax, which cannot be 
identified.? Marseilles had been founded by Phocean settlers 
about 600, a century before. 

What exactly was the extent of this Ligystic country ? 
There is an old periplus, or account of a voyage, perhaps 
written by a Marseilles man and probably at the end of the 
sixth century, which, after being refashioned several times, 
has come down to us in a Latin verse translation from the 
pen of one Rufus Festus Avienus,* a person of consular rank 
who fancied himself as a man of letters. According to this 
account, the Ligurians had once extended as far as the North 
Sea, but had been driven back to the Alps by the Celts.* 
But the peoples mentioned in the Ora Maritima of Avienus 
as dwelling near the Lake of Geneva bear names which have 
disappeared from geographical literature,® and when, later 
than the original periplus, Aristotle speaks in his 
Meteorologica * of the Perte du Rhône at Bellegarde, he still 
places it in Liguria, mep rù» Aryvorucjy, Was this 
information out of date ? 

1 “ 
set Saba i Sara cement 
E. Phin in DXVA, p. ie E a a Faaa A 
e piegi places ia the Marseilles district. 
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There was a time when the southern limits of the Celts 
lay there. Apollonios of Rhodes, who used the earlier 
geographers conscientiously, describes, in his Book IV, the 
Argonauts going up the Rhone, which they reached by way 
of the Po, and being tossed by storms on the Swiss lakes, 
under the Hercynian Mountains, which extend into the midst 
of the country of the Celts! In the time of Herodotos, 
whose information was far more up-to-date, the Celts were 
separated from the Mediterranean not only by the Ligurians 
but by the Sigynnes. These latter occupied the country inland 
from the Veneti on the Adriatic side.* But their name was 
also to be found near Marseilles. “The Ligyes,” says 
Herodotos, “ dwelling in the heights above Marseilles, call 
small traders ‘ Sigynnes ’.” There was not one people, but 
a whole succession of peoples, between the Celts and the 
inhabitants of the Mediterranean coast, and these peoples 
practised a prosperous trade, as excavations bear witness. 
As late as about 850 that valuable geographical document, 
the Periplus attributed to Scylax of Caryanda, makes no 
mention of Celts on the coasts of the Western Mediterranean, 
and yet they were already very near. 

Long before, they had come into contact on the Atlantic 
coast with mariners of Tartessus, who had eventually spoken 
of them to the people of Marseilles. The old periplus which 
Avienus translated mentioned them as being on the shores 
of the North Sea, from which they had driven the Ligurians.* 
It designated Brittany, and also Spain, by the name of 
Cstrymnis,* in which we may perhaps see the name of the 
Osismii or the Ostiæi, who still occupied Finistère in Cesar’s 
day. At the beginning of the fifth century Herodotos mentions 
them as being south of the Pyrenees, and probably on the 
Ocean. ‘“ The Danube,” he says, “ starts from the country 
of the Celts and the city of Pyrene, and flows all through 
Europe, which it divides in two. Now the Celts are outside 
the Pillars of Heracles, and march with the Cynesii, who are 
the westernmost people of Europe”; and, indeed, Cape 
St. Vincent was in their territory. 

1 Orphic 
ieee tes ht ane thom ro geniy ip the Celts, and even 
to Ireland (I. 161). v,9  * Avien., 180-145. Avien., 91 ff., 152-5. 


* ii, 83; iv, 49, Aristotle, in Meteorologica, i, 13, 19, repeats Herodotos’s 
mistake about the sources of the Danube, 
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established themselves permanently, without exception the 
French have remained. They were the founders of the 
towns and villages of modern France. Doubtless, the Celts 
had neither the same needs nor the same methods of making 
use of the soil as their forerunners. That is why they settled 
in other places. They have bequeathed to France habits 
which have outlived the reasons for them. For example, 
they have left their system of land-measurement. The Gaul 
which Cæsar conquered was so well surveyed that the officials 
of the Roman fiscus had only to enrol the Gallic surveyors, 
from whom they took over some technical terms, and in any 
case their measures; the arpent and the lieue are Celtic.* 
The face of France is still very much what the Celts made it. 

In short, from the coming of the Celts to France, and from 
then only, the groups of men established there adopted 
a structure which is still to be seen in French society. The 
origins of the French nation go back to the Celts. Behind 
them there is a formless past, without a history or even 
a name. 

Our societies—nations, as they now are—are complex 
things, composed of elements of different kinds, some physical 
and some moral. They are not formed by the mere adding on 
of features. Their growth may be compared to that of 
a crystal. In French society the first element to cause the 
mixture to crystallize was the Celtic element, and the process 
of crystallization has been so well defined that the crystal 
has preserved its bold edges and its clear facets. 

It is more correct to say that Gaul first began to look 
like France when the main body of the Celtie peoples was 
settled west of the Rhine. At that time there were still Celts 
in Spain, in Italy, and in Asia Minor, but after that, as one 
section after another was conquered by alien races, they 
disappeared or lost their identity. These were not driven 
into Gaul. Those on the right bank of the Rhine were driven 
to the river after long wars. In Gaul they formed a more 
concentrated mass, and were able to assimilate everyone 
else. A fairly loose political organization was formed ; 
a national consciousness, cloudy but capable of occasional 
flashes, came into being. The nation was in process of 
formation when the Romans conquered it. It did not sink 

1 Arpent = arepennis, Irish airchenn ; lieue (league) = leuca. 
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in the wreck of the Roman Empire.! Like Poland, it survived 
conquest. 

Thus I am inclined to think, without being quite sure, that 
the conflicts which ended with the Celtic peoples finding 
themselves west of the Rhine contributed to the making of 
the nation. I say that I am not sure because, among the 
information which has come down to us from the ancient 
writers, there is no sign that the Belge, who were the last 
to have to maintain these conflicts, were conscious of any 
opposition, racial or national, between themselves and the 
Germans. On the other hand, it is my belief that the invasion 
of the Cimbri had quite certain effects. We see from reading 
Cesar that that of Ariovistus threatened to be followed by 
others. 

But if a nation already existed it was because that which 
makes the deep-seated unity of a nation existed—a common 
ideal, the same ways of thinking and feeling, in short, every- 
thing that nations express by symbols and all the most 
intimate part of their civilization. For the Celts, like the 
Greeks, were more united, more consciously united, by their 
common ways of thinking and feeling than by their sense of 
nationality. In speaking of them one may, without paradox, 
use the word “ civilization ” in its widest sense. The Greeks 
and Romans regarded them as barbarians, but as barbarians 
of a superior kind. They held that the Druids preserved the 
Pythagorean tradition. Cicero makes the Druid Diviciacus 
(an Æduan who really existed, a combination of churchman 
and warrior) a speaker in one of his dialogues.* 

The ancients credited the Druids with metaphysical 
speculations of which all trace has vanished. I should say, 
rather, that the Druids—judges, physicians, directors of 
consciences, and poets as they were—were moral observers 
and psychologists. It is true that they studied the metaphysics 
of death, but that: borders on psychology. The Celts thought 
much about death; it was a familiar companion whose 
alarming character they liked to disguise. All that has come 
down to us from the Druids themselves is one of the tripartite 
maxims of which the Celts are known to have been fond. 
This is the form in which Diogenes Laertios gives it in the 


1 Jullian, COCKLVI, pp. 154 ff. 3 De Div. 


the republic era of rome, contrary to the 
subsequent 200 years of peace known as Pax 
Romana, is defined as being in a state of quasi- 
perpetual war throughout its existence. Its first 
enemies were its Latin and Etruscan neighbours 
as well as the Gauls, who even sacked the city in 
387 BC. 


These multiple tensions led to a series of civil wars; the first between the two 

generals Julius Caesar and Pompey. Despite his victory and appointment as dictator for 
life, Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC. Caesar's heir Octavian and lieutenant Mark 
Antony defeated Caesar's assassins Brutus and Cassius in 42 BC, but they eventually 
split up thereafter. The final defeat of Mark Antony alongside his ally and 

lover Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium in 31 BC, and the Senate's grant of extraordinary 
powers to Octavian as Augustus in 27 BC - which effectively made him the first Roman 
emperor - marked the end of the Republic. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_ Republic 


Cassivellaunus was a historical British military 
leader who led the defence against Julius 
Caesar's second expedition to Britain in 54 BC 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassivellaunus 


Ancient Celtic religion 


Ancient Celtic religion, commonly known as Celtic paganism,“ was the religion of 
the ancient Celtic peoples of Europe. Because the ancient Celts did not have writing, 
evidence about their religion is gleaned from archaeology, Greco-Roman accounts 
(some of it hostile and probably not well-informed), and literature from the early 
Christian period.” Celtic paganism was one of a larger group of Iron Age polytheistic 
religions of Europe. It varied by region and over time, but underlying this were "broad 
structural similarities"! and "a basic religious homogeneity" among the Celtic peoples. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_mythology 


The names of over two hundred Celtic deities have survived (see list of Celtic deities), 
although it is likely that many of these were alternative names, regional names or titles 
for the same deity. Some deities were venerated only in one region, but others were 
more widely known. Deities found in many regions include Lugus, the tribal 

god Toutatis, the thunder god Taranis, the horned god Cernunnos, the horse and fertility 
goddess Epona, the divine son Maponos, as well as Belenos, Ogmios, and Sucellos.4 

‘41 Celtic healing deities were often associated with sacred springs. Caesar says the 
Gauls believed they all descended from a god of the dead and underworld. Triplicity is 
a common theme, with a number of deities seen as threefold, for example the Three 
Mothers. Some figures from medieval Irish mythology have been interpreted as 
iterations of earlier deities. According to Miranda Aldhouse-Green, the Celts were 

also animists, believing that every part of the natural world had a spirit. 


The priests of Celtic religion were "magico-religious specialists" called druids, but little is 
definitively known about them. Greco-Roman writers said the Celts held ceremonies 

in sacred groves and other natural shrines, called nemetons, while some Celtic peoples 
also built temples or ritual enclosures.” Celtic peoples often made votive offerings: 
treasured items deposited in water and wetlands, or in ritual shafts and wells.“ There is 
evidence that ancient Celtic peoples sacrificed animals, almost 

always livestock or working animals.“ There is also some evidence that ancient 

Celts sacrificed humans, and some Greco-Roman sources claim the Gauls sacrificed 
criminals by burning them in a wicker man.“4 


It is not clear what religious festivals the ancient Celts held, but the Insular Celtic 
peoples celebrated four seasonal festivals, known to the medieval Gaels as Beltaine (1 
May), Lughnasadh (1 August), Samhain (1 November) and Imbolc (1 February). 


After the Roman Empire's conquest of Gaul (58-51 BC) and southern Britain (43 AD), 
Celtic religion there underwent some Romanisation, resulting in a syncretic Gallo- 
Roman religion with deities such as Lenus Mars, Apollo Grannus, and Telesphorus. 


The Gauls gradually converted to Christianity from the third century onward. After 
the end of Roman rule in Britain (c.410 AD) Celtic paganism began to be replaced 
by Anglo-Saxon paganism over much of what became England. The Celtic populations of 


Britain and Ireland gradually converted to Christianity from the fifth century onward. 
However, Celtic paganism left a legacy in many of the Celtic nations, 

influenced mythology and in the 20th century served as the basis for a new religious 
movement, Celtic Neopaganism. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matter_of Britain 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Celtic_ religion 


https://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/King_Arthur 


Celtic deities, gallic war 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_deities 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Wars 


Russia, sanctions, government: North Africa Is 
Buying Up Russian Diesel After EU Ban 


Morocco saw imports of 2 million barrels of Russian diesel in January, compared 
to just 600,000 barrels for the whole year 2021. 


North Africa has become a key export outlet of Russia’s diesel and 
other petroleum products after the EU embargo on imports of Russian 
fuels took effect in early February. 


African countries on the Mediterranean, as well as Turkey, had started 
taking in more Russian fuels even before the Western ban. Now signs 
are emerging that some of those products could be headed for re-export to 
Europe, analysts say. But they also note that even if this were the case, it’s 
difficult to ascertain the true origin of a cargo blended with other products. 


And the EU may not be too strict in looking to remove every possible Russian 
barrel of oil product from its market, considering the major dislocation in global 
oil trade and the goal of the Western nations to punish Putin but keep his oil 
flowing around the world. 


The EU banned—effective February 5—seaborne imports of Russian 
refined oil products and around 1 million barrels per day (bpd) of 
Russian diesel, naphtha, and other fuels need to find a home elsewhere if 
Moscow wants to continue getting money for those products. The flow of 
Russian fuels to third countries is also regulated by price caps, similar to the cap 
on Russian crude, if the trade is carried out through Western insurers. The cap 
on Russian diesel is $100 per barrel, while the cap on lower-cost petroleum 
products is set at $45 a barrel. 


Europe is on track to import this month the highest volumes of diesel from the 
Middle East and Asia in seven years as the EU turns to alternative supply after 
the ban on imports of Russian diesel and other fuels took effect. 


At the same time, Russian oil product flows to North Africa are surging. Morocco, 
for example, saw imports of 2 million barrels of Russian diesel in January, 
compared to just 600,000 barrels for the whole year 2021, according to Kpler 
data cited by The Wall Street Journal. Tunisia has also seen a surge in imports of 
Russian petroleum products - to 2.8 million barrels in January and another 
estimated 3.1 million barrels in February, after negligible volumes imported 
prior to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 


According to analysts, those countries will not be consuming all the Russian oil 

products. North Africa isn’t boosting its refining processing, either. This leaves 
one plausible explanation for the jump in imports of Russian fuels—re- 
export to other countries, including Europe, after blending with products of 

non-Russian origin. 


“Trust me, we are not witnessing some renaissance in Maghrebi 
refining,” Viktor Katona, a senior oil analyst with Kpler, told the Journal. A part 
of the Russian oil products will end up in Europe, according to Katona. 


There has been a recent surge in Russian clean petroleum products (CPP) on 
water, according to Vortexa. 


Currently 87 vessels carrying Russian diesel are on the water, loannis 
Papadimitriou, Senior Freight Analyst at Vortexa, wrote on Friday. Of those, 63 
vessels carrying 18 million barrels are currently signaling non-European/non- 
Mediterranean destinations, or Mediterranean waypoints or ship to ship (STS) 
transfer zones. 


“The remainder are mainly signalling the Mediterranean, a trend that was 
starting to appear prior to the ban, with the ultimate destinations being North 
Africa and to a greater extent Turkey - an opportunistic post-war buyer of 
Russian oil and gas,” Vortexa’s Papadimitriou said. 


“Vessels do not reflect idle or a ‘wait-and-see’ behavior at great scale, and 
hence do not display an enormous challenge in finding a buyer in non-traditional 
markets. ” 


Analysts and market observers will now have to see how long it would take for 
STS cargoes to find and reach their final destinations, and if potential major 


logistics delays could threaten the pace of Russian oil product exports, 
according to Papadimitriou. 


“Hence, in answering the question whether Russia is finding a way to 
maintain CPP exports in this new reality, the answer lies closer to a yes 
than a no.” 


Stats: Netflix Is Responsible For 15% Of Global 


Internet Traffic 
A new report by Sandvine has revealed the web applications responsible for the 
world's most downstream internet traffic. 


As Statista's Martin Armstrong points out, underlining the popularity of 
streaming services, Netflix accounts for the most megabytes with 14.9 percent. 


Netflix Is Responsible for 15% 
of Global Internet Traffic 


Distribution of worldwide downstream internet traffic 
in 2022, by application 


NETFLIX © YouTube 
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* Network protocol designed to speed up online web applications 
Source: Sandvine | The Global Internet Phenomena Report 
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You will find more infographics at Statista 
YouTube isn't too far behind with 11.4 percent. 


Further back but still with a significant share, Amazon Prime Video is responsible 
for 3.7 percent. Adding to video streaming's contribution, Disney+ has a share 
of 4.5 percent. 


Social media and gaming are the other standout categories, with TikTok, 
Facebook, Playstation and Xbox creating large amounts of global downstream 
traffic in 2022. 


Foxconn Plans $700 Million iPhone Factory In 


India As China Exodus Accelerates 


"The investment is one of Foxconn's biggest single outlays to date in 
India and underscores how China's at risk of losing its status as the world's 
largest producer of consumer electronics." 


Coinbase Buys One River Digital To Focus On 
Institutional Investors 


War: Bakhmut "Practically Surrounded" As 
Wagner Chief Urges Zelensky Surrender His 
Forces "To Save Lives' 


Journal: find out if this is true. Wikipedia says 
red headed women commit 48% of female 
crimes. 


Another belief is that redheads are highly sexed; for example, Jonathan Swift satirizes 
redhead stereotypes in part four of Gulliver's Travels, "A Voyage to the Country of 

the Houyhnhnms," when he writes that: "It is observed that the red-haired of both sexes 
are more libidinous and mischievous than the rest, whom yet they much exceed in 
strength and activity." Swift goes on to write that "neither was the hair of this brute 

[a Yahoo] of a red colour (which might have been some excuse for an appetite a little 
irregular) but black as a sloe".s% Such beliefs were given a veneer of scientific credibility 
in the 19th century by Cesare Lombroso and Guglielmo Ferrero. They concluded that 
red hair was associated with crimes of lust, and claimed that 48% of "criminal women" 
were redheads. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_hair 


Pollak suggests that many of the crimes that 
females commit are underreported, and that 
when females offend, they often are detected 
less than when males commit similar crimes. 
Additionally, he notes that when apprehended, 
females are treated more leniently in the 
criminal justice system. 


His most controversial and famous book was The Criminality of Women (1950), in which 
he suggested that women commit just as much crime as men, but that their crime is 
more easily hidden. Pollak further argued that the criminal justice system was biased by 
preconceptions about women and did not convict or sentence women as harshly as 
men. His empirical work has provided a starting point for criminology on women. His 
work has also been used in political debates, as some antifeminist or masculist groups 
have appropriated his work 


Suspected Poison Gas Attacks On Iranian Girls' 
Schools Have Made Hundreds Sick 


Girls in up to 15 cities have been affected, Iranian authorities have said, in 
what are suspected to be mass poisonings. There's currently speculation 
that an unknown entity, possibly hardline Islamists, may be throwing some type 
of poisonous gas mixture into schools and school yards, causing dozens of girls 
at a time to fall ill. The bizarre incidents began being reported back in 
November. 


Illustrative file 
image via Time 
Al Jazeera reports based on the latest statements from Iranian lawmakers 
that "Similar poisonings have since happened in several other schools in Qom, 
Tehran, the city of Borujerd in the western province of Lorestan and the 
northwestern city of Ardebi." And further, "Scores of schoolgirls have been 
affected in each incident, and some have had to be hospitalized." 


However, there have been no confirmed deaths in the incidents where the 
impacted students reported smelling unusual odors such as "rotten tangerines" 


or strong chemical smells, or even scents akin to perfumes. There have been 
rumors of a death resulting from the alleged poison attacks, but this was denied 
by local authorities. 


School girls have reported feeling headaches and nausea, and there have 
been some reports of individuals experiencing temporary paralysis of their 
limbs. 


Pentagon Claims Iran Is '12 Days Away' From 
Nuke Material For A Bomb 


California's Years-Long Drought Eases As 
Mother Nature Fills Reservoirs 


California's Years-Long Drought 
Eases As Mother Nature Fills 
Reservoirs 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 02, 2023 - 11:40 PM 


A map released on Thursday by US Drought Monitor shows that the convey belt 
of severe rain and winter storms for the last two months has significantly eased 
California's extreme drought. 


The Sierra Nevada region in north-central California, the coastline stretching 
from Monterey Bay to northwest Los Angeles County, and parts of northwest 
California, including Humboldt and Del Norte counties, are no longer classified 
as being in a state of drought. 


The middle of the state is now labeled as "abnormally dry," while northeast 
California and the high desert of southeastern California remain in "severe 
drought" and "moderate drought" classifications -- but easing from extreme 
levels several months ago. 
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On Jan. 12, the drought map showed that conditions in various regions 
had started to improve after a series of storms in the first two weeks of the 


month. 
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Here's what the drought map looked like on Jan. 5. 
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And on Dec. 9. 
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Since the recent snowstorms, snowpack levels across the state have 
reportedly reached a 40-year high. 


Statewide snowpack levels 


Snow melt feeds our reservoirs & rivers 


T 26% of average peak snowpack 


Hi¢gtoric peak © 


Nov22 Jan23 Mar May Jul Sep 


Updated daily More about snowpack levels 7 


There's so much snow in Southern California that Gov. Gavin Newsom has 
declared a state of emergency. 


All the storms have been a boon for California's reservoirs. The latest figures 
show 94% of major reservoir levels are at normal for this time of year. This is 
great news following last summer when reservoir levels were dangerously low. 
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Here are stunning before and after photos of Lake Oroville, one of California's 
largest reservoirs. 


February 2023 p June 2021 


And just like that, Mother Nature heals itself without any assistance from 
Democrats who tax the heck out of people in the name of 'saving the planet.' 


State-Dept-Funded Censorship-Group Punished 
Conservative Websites For Circulating Lab-Leak 
Theory 


The US State Department-funded Global Disinformation Index punished 
conservative websites by throttling their advertising revenue if they 
gave credence to the COVID-19 lab leak theory, despite it subsequently 
proving likely true. 


The Global Disinformation Index is a British-based non-profit group that 
previously received $665,000 from the Global Engagement Center and 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED), a State Department-backed 
group, while it was overseeing censorship of “conspiracy theories” 
about COVID-19. 


One of these conspiracy theories was the notion that COVID-19 originated from 
a lab leak in Wuhan, which GDI claimed had “been fact-checked and proven 
untrue.” 


GDI abused its influence to pressure Big Tech firms like Google to cut 
advertising from conservative websites that pushed the lab leak theory, placing 
them on a secret blacklist called a “dynamic exclusion list” in an effort to put 
them out of business. 


The group targeted firms that were “providing ad revenue streams to 
known disinformation sites peddling coronavirus conspiracies.” 


Microsoft later had to suspend its partnership with the group after the 
GDI had been using the company’s Xandr advertising and analytics 
subsidiary to freeze out conservative sites. 


From 2021 onwards, the lab leak theory was no longer being treated as a 
“conspiracy theory,” and both the Department of Energy and the FBI recently 
came out and asserted it was likely true. 


“GDI is part of [a] disturbing constellation of pop-up censorship organizations 
that all descended on stifling COVID origins discourse online simultaneously,” 
Mike Benz, a former State Department official told the Washington Examiner. 


This once again underscores how hysteria over ‘fake news’ and ‘disinformation’ 
has been weaponized to justify the censorship of awkward stories and even 
facilitate actual cover-ups. 


As we highlighted yesterday, the Chinese Communist Party threatened Elon 
Musk to stop sharing stories about the Wuhan lab leak, suggesting Tesla’s 
business interests in China would be at risk if he kept amplifying the issue. 
BREIT said it fulfilled redemption requests of 
$1.4 billion in February, which represents only 
35% of the approximately $3.9 billion in total 


withdrawal requests for the month 

As we previously reported, Blackstone has been exercising its right to block 
investors’ withdrawals since November last year after requests hit a preset 5% 
net asset value of BREIT, which is marketed to mostly high net worth individuals. 


Credit Suisse Crashes To All Time Low After 
Boosting Deposit Rates To Reverse Bank Run 


The Inverse Jim Cramer ETF Has Officially 
Arrived 


Mississippi Bans 'Gender-Affirming Care' For 
Minors 


Argentina's Power Restored After Blackout 
Plunged Half Of Country Into Darkness 


The national grid in Argentina has regained power after a fire caused damage to 
a high-voltage power line that sparked blackouts for half the country, according 
to BBC. 


More than 20 million individuals experienced a power outage on Wednesday 
afternoon when transmission lines were damaged by a fire in fields west of the 
capital, Buenos Aires. This incident also resulted in the state-run nuclear facility 
Atucha | and Embalse being shut down. 


Schools Are Pushing Gender Pronouns And 


Hiding It from Parents 


A new report reveals students in the nation’s largest school districts are 
encouraged to change their names and pronouns without parental 
knowledge, even though those same schools require parental approval 
for over-the-counter medicine. 


The report, released by The Defense of Freedom Institute for Policy Studies 
(DFI), found that “eight of the nation’s 20 largest school districts allow students 
to use names and pronouns at school aligned with their gender identity without 
parental knowledge and consent,” said DFI. 


“Yet these same districts, including New York City Department of Education, Los 
Angeles Unified School District, and Chicago Public Schools, require parental 
permission to dispense over-the-counter medication to students at 
school,” added DFI. 


The report comes one day after news broke that Saint Paul Public Schools are 
“explicitly instructing teachers to use students’ preferred names and pronouns 
with or without parental consent,” according to WZTV Nashville. 


The study said that while the schools rightfully followed parental wishes 
regarding medications, the same logic wasn’t applied to the use of pronouns, 
overthrowing “the social and cultural consensus that parents decided what was 
best for their children.” 


“School districts across the country are failing to respect the rights of 
parents to make decisions for their minor children,” said Bob Eitel, co- 
founder and president of DFI. 


Dozens of parents spoke to the New York Times last month, saying that keeping 
secrets from parents is “a stab in the back from the school system.” 


The Times details the work of a transgender clinical psychologist, Dr. Erica 
Anderson, who is advocating for parental rights. 


“It’s well established that one of the most important factors in helping gender- 
questioning children is family support,” Anderson told Fox News Digital. 
Surge In Mortgage Rates Above 7% Sends 
Homebuyer Applications To 28 Year Low 


Readlater, journal: The Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and 
the National People’s Congress (NPC) - the so- 
called Two Sessions - will kick off this weekend. 
(didn’t include pictures) 


What To Know Ahead Of China's 
Two Sessions 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 02, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


The Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) - the so-called Two Sessions - will kick off this 
weekend (starting on Saturday, March 4 and Sunday, March 5, respectively). 
During the one-week long “Two Sessions” event, the Government Work Report 
delivered by outgoing Premier Li Keqiang and the 2023 fiscal budget proposed 
by the Ministry of Finance will be discussed and approved by the NPC. Because 


this year’s Two Sessions coincide with the once-in-a-decade personnel 
reshuffling at the State Council as well as all the ministries under the State 
Council, they carry special importance. 


The TL/DR summary of what to expect, comes from Bloomberg's in-house China 
expert Tom Orlik who writes that the Congress/Conference will see a further 
direct concentration of economic and financial power under the CCP: 


While the assumption among many China watchers is that the changes 
represent a further tilt away from markets that is ultimately bad for growth, 
recent moves to end Covid Zero restrictions, boost support for the property 
sector and seek better ties with the US suggest that investors shouldn’t rush to 
conclusions. The potential positive way of looking at the looming personnel and 
organizational changes is when Xi has a team around him who he’s familiar with 
and who he trusts. Perhaps there’s just some more space to get some good 
things done, to make some pragmatic decisions. 


For those less pressed for time, here is a more detailed summary on what to 
expect at the Two Sessions, as excerpted from a recent note by Goldman 
analyst Hui Shan 


Three things to watch: growth target, fiscal budget, and personnel 
changes 


On the first day of the NPC (Sunday, March 5), the sitting premier Li Keqiang will 
deliver his last Government Work Report (GWR) which will contain the 
government’s various economic targets, most important of which is the GDP 
growth target. Goldman's baseline expectation is a relatively conservative 
“around 5%” GDP growth target, although the bank forecasts actual GDP 
growth to be 5.5% in 2023. Last year’s miss on growth target (3.0% actual 
growth vs. “around 5.5%” target) may cause policymakers to set a low bar to 
ensure success this year as evidenced by provincial governments’ conservative 
targets for 2023. Investors currently expect a growth target in the 5- 
5.5% range, and a significantly higher target (e.g., 6%) announced over 
the weekend could be market-moving. 


The GWR will mention some fiscal plans such as official on-budget deficit (GS 
expects 3.2% vs. 2.8% last year) and local government special bond (LGSB) 
quota (GS expects RMB 4tn vs. RMB 3.65tn last year). However, the more 
comprehensive fiscal budget proposal is likely released later during the Two 
Sessions. The projected tax revenue growth may inform us about the 
government’s expectation on nominal GDP growth, the planned transfer from 
central to local governments may hint at policymakers’ concern on local 
governments’ fiscal conditions and their determination in controlling local 
government implicit debt, and the government-managed fund revenue (mostly 
land sales revenue) may give us clues on policymakers’ view on the property 
sector momentum. 


During the Two Sessions, changes to Party and state organizations and 
reshuffling of State Council and ministerial personnel, which 